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Move  over  McLelland  &  Stewart 

Eat  your  heart  out  Lord  Thompson  of  Fleet. 

Canada  has  a  new  corporate  citizen. 

Pink 
Triangle 


Not,  of  course,  thai  we  intend  to  model 
our  business  practices  on  those  of 
Canada's  press  barons.  Foe  one  thing, 
Pink  Triangle  Press  is  a  non-profit  cor- 
poration For  another,  despite  the  'cor- 
poration' title,  Pink  Tnangle  will  remain  a 
completely  democratic  organization  in 
which  decision  making  is  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  do  the  work.  No  share 
holders  No  dividends. 

The  Body  Politic  has  always  been  the 
product  of  labour  volunteered  and 
squeezed  out  Of  'leisure'  time.  But  we've 
been  growing  in  spite  ol  ourselves.  Other 
projects  have  sprung  up.  New  ideas 
have  come  lo  mind   Invariably  we  have 
been  frustrated  by  lack  of  time,  and  tack 
of  money 

Out  of  The  Body  Politic  grew  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives.  It  has  existed 
for  two  years  now  on  a  shoeslnng  bud- 
gel,  making  space  lor  itself  in  unused 
comers  of  the  BP  office.  We've  run  out- 
of  comers  The  Archives  needs  more 
space,  more  storage  facilities,  and  a 
budget  lor  acquisruons.  Like  The  Body 
Politic,  the  Archives  will  be  an  autonom- 
ous collective  within  Pink  Triangle. 


We  have  some  plans  loo,  and  dreams. 
Most  importantly,  we  want  to  make  The 
Body  Politic  better,  and  more  frequent 
We  plan  lo  go  monthly  in  the  spring  of 
76.  There  are  longer  term  projects  in  the 
works  too.  An  anthology  ol  articles  from 
The  Body  Politic,  a  primer  pamphlet  on 
how  to  start  an  organization,  basic  edu- 
cational pamphlets  on  homophobia,  the 
law,  psychiatry,  taxation,  the  gay  life 
style  elc   In  the  immediate  future,  we  will 
be  producing  attraclive  posters  to  adorn 
our  walls,  buttons  and  T  shirts  to  help 
keep  us  visible.  And  books,  and  video 
tapes,  and  films, ,. 

No  lack  of  ideas  II  was  time  for  us  lo 
do  something  about  it.  This  corporation 
is  not  the  brainchild  ol  Canada's 
bankers  And  they  haven't  exactly  been 
falling  over  each  olher  lo  finance  it.  But 
Canada's  gay  community  has  responded 
with  pledges  of  nearly  S1500  for  1976, 
so  far.  Thai  represents  the  generous 
response  of  only  a  handful  of  people  who 
are  very  enthusiastic  about  our 
publishing  program.  It's  not  enough.  Our 
budget  for  1976.  based  on  a  cost 
analysis  of  a  monthly  Body  Politic,  a 
small  budget  for  the  Archives  and  a 
small  capital'  fund  to  be  set  aside  for 
publishing  projects,  shows  thai  we  will 
need  an  additional    7000  dollars  to 
finance  our  first  year.  We  warn  you  lo 
help- us. 


Parting  with  hard  cash  isn't  so  easy 
these  days.  To  sweeten  the  blow,  we'd 
like  to  send  a  Pink  Triangle  pin  to 
anyone  who  donates  more  man  $15.00 
If  you  can  manage  $25.00  or  more,  we'll 
make  sure  you  receive  advance  notice  of 
all  Pink  Triangle  publications,  and  the 
opportunity  to  buy  them  at  an  attractive 
discount. 

Make  your  donation.  Help  get  us  on 
the  stands  10  limes  a  year  instead  of  6. 
Help  us  produce  the  printed  materials  to 
encourage  the  growth  of  gay  conscious- 
ness in  Canada.  If  we  do  hall  the  things 
we're  planning  lo  do,  you  may  very  well 
find  your  donation  is  jusl  another  way  of 
helping  yourself. 


THE  PINK  TRIANGLE 
During  the  Third  Reich  in  Germany,  the 
Nazis  developed  a  simple  and  efficient 
system  for  identifying  the  various  minori- 
ties rmpnsoned  in  concentration  camps. 
Each  group  had  to  wear  an  identifying 
symbol  sewn  to  its  clothing  One  of  them 
.was  singled  out  by  a  pink  triangle  worn 
on  the  left  side  of  Ihe  |acket  and  on  the 
righi  pant  leg. 

These  were  the  homosexuals.  And 
tens  of  thousands  wore  this  symbol  lo 
their  deaths  in  the  gas  chambers  of  Nazi 
Germany.  A  few  years  earlier,  an 
influential  gay  movement  had  been 
crushed.  We  are  only  now  beginning  to 
recover  the  history  ol  that  movement. 

We  have  chosen  the  pink  triangle  as  a 
symbol.  A  symbol  ol  the  history  that 
other  hands  have  tried  to  obliterate,  the 
history  that  we  must  recover.  And  a 
reminder  of  where  gay  oppression  can 
lead  it  gay  people  neglect  the  active 
struggle  for  their  rights. 


Yes  I'd  love  to  help  Pink  Triangle  Press 


I  pledge  to  Pink  Triangle  Press  . 

Name: ____ 


O  I  enclose  a  donation  ot  S15  or  more,  plea 

send  me  a  Pink  Triangle  Pin 
D  I  enclose  S2S  or  more,  please  send  me 

advance  notice  ol  Pink  Tnangle  put*- 

Q  Please  do  not  send  me  any  matenals 


□  Please  send  me  a  receipt. 


"The  liberation  of  homosexuals  can  only 
be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
themselves.'' 

Kurt  Hilter  1921 
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The  liberation  of  homosexuals  can 
only  be  the  work  of  homosexuals 
themselves." 

Kurt  Hiller  1921 
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Covet  drawing  by  Gary  Osirom 


Surely  that  must  be  our  demand:  not  to 
be  |us  I  an  afterthought  m  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word  sex.  bui  to  have  the  full 
legal  protection  accorded  a  legitimate 
minority  group 

The  refusal  of  the  Ontano  Human 
Rights  Commission  to  interpret  sex'  as 
sexual  orientation  is  indeed  a  setback. 
Bui  a  setback  lor  them  They  have  been 
bached  into  a  comer  There  are  no  more 
outs.  They  either  have  Id  change  the 
code,  or  admit  that,  yes,  gay  people  are 
and  should  be  discriminated  against. 

John  Damien  alone  could  not  back  the 
government  ol  Ontano  into  a  comer  His 
case  is  only  one  part  of  the  movement's 
strategy  to  force  a  change  in  the  laws 
And  a  change  in  the  laws  will  put  us  in  a 
stronger  position  to  continue  the  struggle 
to  finish  with  sexism  once  and  for  all.Q 


Letters 


COLLECTIVE  MEMBERS: 

Gerald     Kannon,     Ed    Jackson,    Tim 

McCa  shell,  Ken  Popert.  Herb  Spiers, 
Robert  Trow,  Merv  Walker. 

CONTRIBUTORS: 

Paul  Aboud,  Chris  Bearchell,  Don 
Bell,  Bob  Cook,  Bruce  Davidson, 
Ron  Dayman.  Dave  Gibson.  Doug 
Hellquisi.  Christopher  Hobson, 
Graham  Jackson,  Denis  LeBlanc, 
Brian  Mossop,  David  Newcome, 
Gary  Ostrom,  Michael  Riordon,  Ian 
Young. 
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WE  WELCOME 

SUBMISSIONS 

AND  CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF  ALL  KINDS: 

angles  letiers.  opinions,  short  stones,  poems, 
graphics,  drawings  Please  enclose  a  stamped, 
sell -addressed  envelope  with  your  submission 
Artjdes  ot  a  Sufficiently  controversial  naiure  may 
be  accompanied  by  comment  by  me  collective  or 
others  we  consider  qualified  10  write  on  me 
subject  All  letters  will  t 
publication  unless  dearly 
publication. 


Once  and  for  All 

The  Ontano  Human  Rights  Commission 
has  notified  John  Damien  that  it  will  not 
hear  his  complaint  of  dischminalion. 

To  many  that  may  seem  a  major  set- 
back. II  is  not.  We  should  understand 

Lei  us  examine  what,  ai  first  glance, 
seems  an  advance  Doug  Wilson  is  em- 
broiled m  a  similar  case  in  Saskatoon. 
He  was  refused  a  position  as  supervisor 
of  practice  teachers  in  city  schools  be- 
cause he  is  gay.  Like  Damien  he  decided 
lo  fight   Like  Damien,  he  went  lo  the 
Human  Rights  Commission  in  his  pro- 
vince lor  assistance  in  thai  fight.  Both 
appeals  were  based  on  their  claim  that 
the  term  sex'  in  the  code  could  be  inter- 
preted to  mean  sexual  orienlafion 

Saskatchewan  did  what  Ontario  refus- 
ed to  do.  They  said  yes.  sex*  could  be 
interpreted  lo  mean  sexual  orientation 
and  decided  on  that  basis  to  hear  his 
complain!  A  victory?  Of  sorts.  The  com- 
mission there  has  af  least  demonstrated 
thai  it  is  sympathetic  to  the  cause  of  gay 
nghis  Bui  it's  largely  a  hollow  victory. 
The  university  has  gone  to  the  courts  io 
seek  an  injunction  preventing  the  com- 
mission Irom  hearing  the  case.  They 
argue  that  it  does  no)  have  jurisdiction 
over  the  matter  because  sexual 
onentation'  is  not  specified  in  (he  code. 
Ontario  said  no.  Sex  means  gender 
and  nothing  more  Therefore  they  can- 
not hear  the  case.  A  deleat?  Of  sorts.  It 
seems  the  commission  here  is  less  pre- 
pared to  be  adventurous  in  the  field  of 
human  rights.  But  if  is  a  pregnant  defeat 
And  not  because  Damien's  lawyers 
promptly  took  the  Commission  to  court  to 
argue  thai  the  interpretation  they  chose 
is  lar  loo  narrow 

In  two  cases  where  fhe  commissions 
look  precisely  opposite  positions  we 
have  ended  up  in  ihe  same  place.  The 
courts  Trying  to  get  a  ruling  that  the 
ambiguous  word  sex'  either  does,  or 
does  not.  include  the  concept  'sexual 
orientation'. 

We  now  have  the  ammunition  we 
need  We  have  been  saying  lor  years 
that  gays  are  discriminated  against,  and 
Ihe  laws  do  not  protect  us  A  surpnsing 
number  of  parliamentarians  have  said: 
"Bui  you  are  protected  by  Ihe  Code  The 
lerm  'sex'  covers  you." 

Well,  we've  tried.  In  Saskatchewan  the 
commission  said  yes.  It's  now  before  the 
courts   In  Ontario  the  commission  said 
no  It's  now  before  Ihe  courts.  It  should 
be  clear  to  everyone  thai  if  gay  people 
are  lo  be  protected  Irom  discrimination,  <i 
can  only  be  done  by  adding  the  unam- 
biguous term  sexual  orientation*  10  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  No  tnps  to  the 
courts  to  clarify  fuzzy  terms.  If  you're  dis- 
criminated against  because  you're  gay, 
you  have  recourse  to  justice.  Or  af  least 
as  much  |ustice  as  anyone  gets  from  the 
enlorcement  ol  Ihe  Human  Rights  Code. 
■     So  now  the  hoi  potato  is  back  in  the 
,  :  legislature  where  it  belongs  Changing 
i  |  the  code  requires  an  act  of  parliament 


Crowding  excellence 

Congratulations  on  the  New  Look.  Issue 
21  is  your  biggest  advance  since  Issue 
9.  and  you're  crowding  excellence. 
Elegant  to  see  interviewers  admit  that 
Jane  Rule  "is  not  all  we  would  have  her 
be  -  a  fact  Ihai  will  no  doubt  delight  her," 
Past  time  lo  have  a  column  from  Ian 
Young  Devaslating  lo  get  those  feat- 
ures, particularly  Michael  Riordon's  wry 
By  the  way.  why  areni  you  weanna 
Levi's'' 

The  issue  reminds  us  ol  whai  some 
forget:  Ihe  only  positive  perspective  of 
gayness  is  liberationism  and  its  Canadian 
vehicle  has  been  around  lor  four  years 
now  There's  no  true  affirmation  of  the 
strong,  the  beautiful,  and  the  positive 
about  lesbianism  and  faggot ry  withoul 
intelligence:  wit  and  analysis  Lacking 
these,  there's  only  a  spiritless  spree  ol 
the  slatus  quo  (with  someone,  no  doubt 
pockeling  the  profits)  t 

May  mensualization  follow  soon  upon 
cosmeticization  Good  luck. 
Michael  Lynch 
Toronto 

Murder  Trial 

just  read  your  article  "Prison  Murder 
Trial  Exploits  Gay  Conneclion"  in  the 
news  section  of  No.  21  ol  The  Body 
Politic.  I've  just  been  released  from 
Joyceville  Pen  and_!  was  transferred 
Irom  Millhaven  to  Joyceville  this  past 
January.  I  knew  Cabana  slightly, 
Cavanagh  well,  Donaldson  and  Johnston 
somewhat  and  I  knew  Dietmar  Holzer. 

Your  article  was  very  good  and  pretty 
well  nght  on  the  button  all  the  way 
around.  I  don't  know  exactly  who  held 
the  units  or  who  kept  six  (lookoul),  but 
the  situation  was  as  defined  and  the 
interpersonal  relationships  were  also  as 
defined.  I  was  in  the  gay  scene  in  Mill- 
haven  and  pretty  well  knew  what  was 
what  and  who  was  with  who  in  there 
Dietmar  was  a  beautiful  guy  and  Cabana 
was  a  Dog's  Ass  and  came  on  heavy 
with  the  kids'  Lots  of  gay  cons  have 
pretty  good  relationships  "inside" 
together  and  |erks  like  Cabana  are  a 
minority  in  Canada's  pens.  I  had  a  good 
relationship  with  a  guy  in  Joyceville  and 
that's  the  only  thing  I  really  miss  from  my 
term  "inside" 
Wayne  Ford 
Windsor,  Ontario 

More  Hedd 


I  enjoyed  Ihe  Harold  Hedd  comic,  but  I 
agree  in  part  with  Richard  Maecker's 
letter  in  #21   He  is  right  m  cnficizing  the 
large  cocks  and  the  implied  message 
that  smoking  and  drinking  go  with  sexual 
fulfillment   (In  Ihe  latter  instance,  the 
comic  mimics  another  myth  of  our  capit- 
alistic culture.)  But  I  think  his  criticism 
ihaf  one  character  was  "butch"  and  one 
femme'  is  ol  as  marginal  a  relevance  to 
the  faults  of  this  particular  strip  as  is  the 
cnticism  that  both  ol  them  are  while 

This  brings  me  to  my  second  point:  we 
need  more  good,  on  exploitative  and  non- 
oppressive  pornography  We  need  to  see 
more  Blacks,  Onentals,  Indians, 
interracial  eocksuckmg,  fat  people,  old 
people,  people  with  small  cocks,  skinny 


people,  etc  Aflei  all.  gay  life  is  (Ihar* 
god)  more  complex  and  vaned  lhan  the 
currently  lashonable  images  ol  well-hung 
while  studs  would  have  us  believe 
John  Kyper 
Boston,  US 

Dress  Rehearsal 

Your  editorial.  "Dress  Rehearsal ".  in 
■ssue  #21  was  so  ill-considered  and  so 
factually  incorrecl  that  u  nearly  spoiled 
an  otherwise  excellent  issue.  One  can 
perhaps  ignore  an  occasional  lapse  mio 
rhetoncal  rhapsody  (i.e.    many  CGHO 
members  stepl  on  insouciant'  I  but  one 
cannot,  in  any  way,  forgive  Ihe  shocking 
disregard  for  accuracy  and  |oumalislic 
integnfy  demonstrated  by  this  editorial 

In  the  editonal  you  claim  that  the  elec- 
tion strategy  ol  Ihe  Coalition  lor  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontano  'ailed  because  Ihe  Gay 
Rights  March  and  the  interventions  al 
election  meetings  did  not  bring  about  Ihe 
hoped  lor  media  coverage  You  claim 
that  only    one  menlion  ol  the  gay  ques- 
tion crept  into  the  news  coverage  of  Ihe 
election"  As  a  consequence,  you  state, 
"hundreds  of  thousands  of  Ontano  gays " 
were  not  reached  Had  you  taken  the 
lime  lo  check  into  this  matter  you  might 
have  discovered  that,  in  Toronto  alone, 
there  was  a  television  interview  with  the 
CGRO  co-ordmator.  a  brief  mention  of 
gay  rights  in  a  newspaper  article  on  an 
election  meeting,  and  coverage  on  at 
least  two  radio  stations  of  the  Gay  Rights 
March  Also,  a  lew  weeks  before  Ihe 
election,  CBC  radio  earned  a  news  ilem 
on  CGRO's  election  strategy  on  its 
province-wide  news  broadcast  Nor  does 
your  editorial  mention  lhal  nearly  two 
thousand  copies  ol  a  special  election 
issue  of  Gay  Rising  were  distributed  in 
Toronto's  gay  bars  and  clubs.  These  lew 
examples  admittedly  do  not  represent  an 
overwhelming  success  lor  the  CGRO 
efforts.  Thai  they  weni  unreported  in  the 
editorial,  however,  indicates  that  perhaps 
Body  Politic  is  not  as  "clear-sighted'  as 
it  claims  to  be  when  analysing  the 
election. 

The  most  shocking  aspect  of  the  edit- 
orial, however,  was  the  hypocntical  man- 
ner m  which  you  denounced  the  'blatant 
apathy"  ol  the  Coalition  members.  It  is 
certainly  true  that  only  lour  CGRO 
members  out  of  15  attended  the  Windsor 
meeting.  Yet,  the  editorial  conveniently 
avoids  mentioning  that  The  Body 
Politic  was  one  ol  the  absent 
members. 

"Dress  Rehearsal"  also  inaccurately 
stales  fhal  the  Windsor  meeting  was  Ihe 
only  occasion  on  which  CGRO  had  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  election  plans.  In 
facl.  the  question  of  election  strategy  had 
t>e^t\  extensively  debated  al  nearly  every 
meeiing  ol  the  CGRO  Steenng  Commit- 
tee since  the  formation  ol  the  Coalition  in 
January  ol  1975.  Only  a  lew  lasl  minute 
details  remained  to  be  worked  out  in 
Windsor. 

Also,  I  wish  to  dispute  your  charge  that 
the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  was 
enveloped  by  a  "log  of  euphoria  and 
self-congratulation".  It  is  very  unlair  to 
mistake  for  euphoria  the  exhaustion 
caused  by  six  weeks  of  vigorous  political 
action.  Nor  is  it.  I  think,  appropriate  lo 
accuse  GATE  of  indulging  in  self-con- 
gratulation merely  because  it  took  justif- 
iable pnde  m  having  organized  the  big- 
gest and  most  enthusiastic  gay  nghts 
march  and  rally  ever  held  in  this  country. 

Finally.  I  am  disappointed  that  The 
Body  Politic  did  not  have  the 
courtesy  or  political  sensibttrfy  to  venty  iis 
information  with  those  members  of  the 
gay  movement  who  were  more  closely 
involved  wifh  the  election  effort  than  any 
of  the  BP  Collective   There  are  obvious 
weaknesses  in  CGRO.  as  there  are  in 
most  coalitions  of  this  sort.  However,  the 
printing  of  this  grossly  misinformed  edit- 
orial indicates  that  CGRO  is  nol  Ihe  only 
organization  for  which  it  can  be  said  that 
(here  is  a  house  to  be  swepl  clean  and 
>asl  mistakes  to  be  learned  Irom "' 
Tom  Warner 
Toronto 

(The  inlormalion  on  which  the  editonal  in 
question  was  based  was  obtained  from  Ian 
Turner,  Co-ordinaior  ol  the  Coalition  tor  Gay 
Rights  m  Oniano  Editors) 
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Breakthrough  in  Prairie 
Gay  rights  case 


A  ma|or  advance  lor  Ihe  cause  of  gay 
righls  took  place  in  Saskatoon  November 
9  when  the  Saskatchewan  Human  Rig  his 
Commission,  after  making  a  preliminary 
investigation  of  the  Doug  Wilson  case, 
ruled  (hat  the  rights  ot  gay  people  are 
protected  under  the  Saskatchewan 
Human  Rights  Act.  The  Commission  said 
lhal  the  term  sex'  contained  in  the  Act 
includes  sexual  orientation 

The  Commission  initiated  its  prelimin- 
ary investigation  after  a  charge  ot  dis- 
crimination was  brought  against  the 
University  ol  Saskatchewan  by  Doug 
Wilson,  a  graduate  student  in  the 
university's  Educational  Foundations  De- 
partment. Doug  was  removed  from  a  list 
ot  people  who  supervise  practice 
teachers  because  ol  his  public  involve- 
ment with  the  gay  liberation  movement. 
University  ot  Saskatchewan  president 
Ft  W  Begg  stated  that  Doug's  presence 
in  ihe  public  school  system  would  be  a 
disaster'. 

The  Commission  undertook  lormal  pro- 
ceedings after  the  University  rejected  its 
informal  conciliation  efforts  in  the  case 
University  of  Saskatchewan  lawyers  are 
now  seeking  a  court  injunction  to  prevent 
the  Commission  trpm  holding  its  formal 
inquiry  into  Doug's  complaint  The  Com- 
mission had  onginally  scheduled  the 
hearing  of  the  complaint  by  a  Board  ot 
Inquiry  for  December  4.  but  then  post- 
poned it  to  December  18  That  hearing 
has  now  been  postponed  indefinitely  to 
allow  both  Ihe  Commission  and  the 
University  to  prepare  for  a  court  hearing 
on  the  request  lor  an  injunclion. 

The  University  is  basing  its  request  for 
an  inunction  on  three  points.  It  claims 
that  the  Saskatchewan  Human  Rights 
Act  does  not  cover  institutions  like  the 
University,  that  the  Act  does  nol  provide 
protection  on  the  basis  ot  sexual  onen- 
tation,  and  thai  the  Commission  is 
biased  in  Doug's  favour  because  it  al- 
lempted  to  arrange  a  settlement  belore 
holding  a  lormal  inquiry.  The  Human 
Rights  Act  requires  the  Commission  to 
attempt  a  settlement  before  proceeding 
to  a  lormal  inquiry 

The  Commission  inquiry  and  the  hear- 
ing on  the  court  injunction  are  being 
watched  by  a  number  of  interested  indiv- 
iduals and  organizations  The  University's 
request  lor  the  court  injunction  is  the  first 
senous  attack  on  the  human  nghts  legis- 
lation And  the  Commission's  attempt  lo 
define  sex'  lo  include  sexuat  orientation 
is  the  first  move  to  provide  real  protection 
against  discrimination  tor  gay  people 

The  heanng,  which  had  been  sched- 
uled for  December  19.  has  been  moved 
back  to  January  9  after  both  sides 
requested  more  time  to  prepare  their 
cases.  Whether  the  Commission's  lormal 
inquiry  into  the  Doug  Wilson  complaint 
will  ever  take  place  depends  on  the 
outcome  ot  the  request  for  the  injunction. 
The  procedure  could  take  months  in  the 
courts  since  both  sides  have  dug  in  their 
heels  and  could  well  appeal  any 
decision 

On  the  University  of  Saskatchewan 
campus.  Ihe  demand  of  the  Committee 
to  Defend  Doug  Wilson  that  the  Univers- 
ity issue  a  public  statement  announcing 
the  discontinuation  ol  discrimination  on 
the  basis  ot  sexual  orientation  has  been 
raised  in  the  University  Council  Presi- 
dent Begg  temporarily  side-tracked  the 
issue  by  having  Council  appoint  a  special 
committee  lo  investigate  University  policy 
on  homosexuals  This  lactic  appears  to 
be  backfiring,  however  Informed  sources 
indicate  thai  the  vast  maionty  0f  the 
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presentations  made  to  Ihe  special  com- 
mittee support  the  position  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  Defend  Doug  Wilson  and  have 
urged  the  University  to  issue  a  public 
statement  that  it  will  not  discnmtnate      - 
against  homosexuals  in  any  area  of 
campus  lite. 

The  Committee  to  Defend  Doug 
Wilson  is  holding  a  public  benefit  concert 
and  dance  on  the  University  of  Saskatch- 
ewan campus  January  24.  About  one 
thousand  dollars  has  been  spent  so  tar 
by  Doug  and  the  Committee  lor  legal 
costs  and  other  expenses  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  cost  ot  the  light  will  go 
higher.  The  Committee  is  seeking 
donations  to  help  with  the  fight. 
Donations  may  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
to  Defend  Doug  Wilson.  Box  3043, 
Saskatoon,  Saskatchewan. 

by  Doug  Hellqulst  Q 


The  following  brief  Interview  with 
Doug  Wilson  Is  taken  from  the  Nov- 
ember Issue  of  Old  Mole,  the  news- 
paper of  the  Revolutionary  Marxist 
Group. 

Q.  Your  fmng  has  gotten  wide  national 
publicity,  including  Ihe  CBC  National 
News.  As  It  Happens,  The  Globe  and 
Mail,  and  many  student  newspapers. 
What  has  been  Ihe  reaction  in 
Saskatoon? 


I  am  being  oppressed  because  I  was  organ- 
ilnorlty." 

A.  There  has  been  a  tremendous  amouni 
ot  support  around  this  campaign  and  an 
incredible  politicization  around  the  whole 
question   We're  being  supported  by  the 
NDY.  the  Saskatoon  Women's  Centre, 
the  Gay  Community  Centre,  the  Alliance 
againsl  Racism  and  Political  Repression, 
the  Saskatchewan  Union  of  Students, 
the  National  Union  of  Students,  the 
Human  Rights  Commission,  and  many 
other  groups.  There  has  also  been  real 
support  from  the  Education  faculty. 

In  addition,  CURE  LocaJ  19?5  (the 
campus  workers'  union)  endorsed  the 
demands  of  my  delence  committee  in  a 
resolution  that  passed  by  a  vote  of  85  to 
3,  the  Saskatchewan  Federation  ol 
Labour  also  passed  a  resolution  over- 
whelmingly supporting  us  at  their  Oc- 
tober 18  convention  in  Saskatoon.  This 
sets  a  precedent  for  real  support  by  the 
working  class  around  gay  questions. 
Q.  Were  there  any  other  factors  in  the 
administration's  decision  to  fire  you? 
A.  I've  been  a  campus  acbvisl  lor  a  long 
time  ..  I've  also  been  a  thom  in  (Dean 
Kirkpatrick's)  side  for  a  long  time   I 
initiated  ihe  first  campus  evaluation 
under  a  lot  ot  opposition  from  the  faculty 
and  the  administration   President  Begg  is 
in  full  complicity  with  Dean  Kirkpatnck 
around  my  fmng.  It's  worth  noting  that 
Begg  led  a  heavy  repression  ol  the  U  ol 
S  Employees'  Union  (now  CUPE  1975) 
in  their  strike  a  year  ago.  I  am  being  op- 


pressed because  I  was  organizing  for  a 
minonty.  not  lor  being  part  ot  a  minority 
Q.  What  has  been  your  involvement  in 
the  gay  movement? 
A.  I  became  actively  involved  about  a 
year  and  a  halt  ago  with  the  Gay  Com- 
munity Centre,  which  provides  sen/ices 
like  counselling  and  organizing  gay 
people,  public  education,  discussion 
groups  and  political  action  of  vanous 
kinds  For  example,  we  established  the 
Gay  Academic  Union  at  the  University. 
We  support  vanous  political  campaigns 
as  well  as  specifically  gay  issues,  and 
we  have  had  a  broad  enough  base  of 
support  in  the  community  to  do  this.  .  We 
work  closely  with  the  Women's  Centre; 
we  share  facilities  and  we  share  mem- 
bership, as  we  should.  We  support  them 
because  it's  the  same  tight. 
Q-  How  would  you  analyse  the  oppres- 
sion ot  gay  people,  and  how  do  you  see 
its  links  with  racism  and  the  oppression 
of  women? 

A.  Gays  are  nol  the  only  people  around 
who  are  suffering  oppression;  there  are 
definite  alliances  to  be  formed  The  first 
one  that  comes  lo  mind  is  with  women. 
We  must  join  with  other  oppressed 
groups,  especially  the  working  class  We 
can  then  pressure  the  government  with  a 
strong  lobbying  force. 

The  links  with  racism  are  dear  to  us. 
We  presented  a  bnel  last  summer  to  the 
Green  Paper  hearings  on  immigration 
As  a  result  ot  all  the  pressure  from  the 
gay  movement,  the  anti-gay  clauses 
are  going  to  be  deleted.  Saskatchewan  is 
becoming  more  oppressive  around  Ihe 
native  struggle  as  well.  The  provincial 
government  is  demonstrating  its  inability 
to  deal  with  native  problems. 

This  society  breeds  sexism  and  needs 
il  to  function;  the  two  are  inextncable 
economically  and  politically   Real  gay 
liberation  hasn't  happened  yet  anywhere 
that  I  can  see  What  we're  aiming  for  has 
fo  be  total  in  terms  of  wiping  out  sexual 
repression,  so  that  it  will  no  longer  be 
necessary  to  be  gay'  as  a  separate 
category. 

from  Old  Mole  D 
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Parliamentary 
committee 
recommends  end 
to  gay  exclusion 

In  response  to  the  demands  of  gay  or- 
ganizations and  individuals  all  across  the 
country,  the  Special  Joint  Committee  ot 
the  Senate  and      the  House  of 
Commons  on  Immigration  Policy  has 
advised  the  federal  government  to  delete 
from  the  Immigration  Act  the  provision 
which  prohibits  foreign  gays  Irom  enter- 
ing Canada  either  as  visitors  or  as  immi- 
grants. This  recommendation  was  part  ol 
the  Committee's  third  and  final  report  lo 
Parliament,  which  was  tabled  in  the 
House  of  Commons  at  the  end  ol 
October 

The  present  Immigration  Act.  passed 
m  1952.  contains  several  references  lo 
homosexuals  and  homosexualism 
Section  5  ot  the  Ad  excludes  homo- 
sexuals, those  living  off  the  avails  ol 
homosexualism  ,  and  those  who  help 
others  enter  Canada  for  the  purpose  ol 
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homosexualism    Further,  section  18  re- 
I  quires  vanous  officials  to  make  wntien 
J  reports  10  the  Immigration  Department  or 
the  presence  and  actrviiies  ot  foreign 
I  gays  already  m  Canada.  Although  these 
I  provisions  have  ttttie  impact  on  Ihe  day- 
I  lo-day  lite  ot  most  Canadian  gays,  the 
I  gay  movement  has  singled  them  out  as 
j  an  outs  land  ing_  example  ol  Blatant  legally 
sanctioned  discnmmation  against  gay 
I  people  A  consistent  demand  o'  the 
movement  has  been  the  removal  ol  aJJ 
references  to  homosexuality  Irom  the 
Immigration  Act 


Homosexuals 

Many  organizations  and  individuals 
called  lor  ihe  removal  ot  any 
reference  to  homosexuals  and  homo- 
sexuality in  Section  5(e).  They  argued 
I  hat  homosexual  acts  between  con- 
senting adults  are  no  longer  an 
oflence  under  the  Criminal  Code,  and 
that  Ihe  new  immigration  law  should 
reflect  the  fact  that  Canadian  attiludes 
toward  homosexuality  have  changed 
significantly  since  the  last  Act  was 
written.  Although  a  few  members  of 
Ihe  Committee  lell  slrongly  that  the 
prohibition  againsl  homosexuals 
should  remain,  the  majority  agrees 
thai  it  should  be  removed. 

Report  to  Parliament 

by  the  Special  Joint  Committee 

on  Immigration  Policy,  Section 

106. 


The  Special  Joint  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Tnjdeau  government 
early  last  March,  one  month  after  the 
publication  ol  the  Gteen  Paper  on  Immi- 
gration, a  four-volume  report  prepared  by 
the  Immigration  Department  lor  Parlia- 
ment as  a  guide  lo  Ihe  revision  of  the 
Immigration  Act  The  Green  Paper  was 
greeted  by  a  siorm  of  public  protest. 
Ethnic  community  leaders  and  political 
groups  denounced  ihe  document  as 
racist,  anti- immigrant,  and  reactionary 

Opposition  to  the  Green  Paper  among 
gays,  although  unreported  by  the  cor- 
porate press,  was  equally  vehement  The 
reaction  of  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition 
Coordinator  Ron  Dayman  was  typical. 
He  described  Ihe  Green  Paper  as  'an 
insult'  and  a  waste  of  paper'  Gays  were 
particularly  bitter  because  ihey  had  been 
led  by  a  series  ot  letters  and  public 
statements  from  Manpower  and  Immi- 
gration Minister  Robert  Andras  and  his 
assistants  to  expect  that  the  Green 
Paper  would  propose  the  removal  of  Ihe 
antihomo sexual  portions  of  the  Immi- 
gration Act  The  Green  Paper,  when  pub- 
lished, was  silent  on  this  subject.  In  fact, 
it  represented  a  step  backward  (ram  the 
never  implemented  recommendations  of 
the  1966  White  Paper  on  Immigration, 
which  called  tor  an  end  to  (he  explicit 
exclusion  ot  gays, 

Faced  with  a  continuing  public  outcry. 
Ihe  government  appointed  the  Special 
Joint  Committee,  giving  it  a  mandate  lo 
invite  Ihe  views  ol  the  public'  on  the 
Green  Paper  The  Committee  held  public 
hearings  in  21  cilies  dunng  last  spnng 
and  summer. 

The  Committee  received  submissions 
or  heard  oral  presentations  calling  for  the 
removal  of  the  anti  homosexual  provisions 
of  the  Immigration  Act  Irom  15  organiz- 
ations in  1 1  cities,  In  addilion.  an 
unknown  number  of  individuals  made 
submissions  tor  the  same  purpose 
Organizations  which  participated  were 
the  Canadian  Homophiie  Association  of 
Newfoundland,  the  Gay  Alliance  for 
Equality  (Halifax),  Gay  Friends  (Fredenc- 
ton),  ('Association  Homophiie  de  Mon- 
treal, le  Centre  Homophiie  Urbain  de 
Montreal,  le  Centre  Humanitaire  d'Aide  et 
de  Liberation  (Quebec  City).  Gays  of 
Ottawa.  Ihe  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equal- 
ity (Toronto),  Wmosor  Gay  Unity,  Gays 
lor  Equality  (Winnipeg),  the  Saskaloon 
Gay  Community  Centre,  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (Edmonton).  Gay 
People  of  Simon  Fraser  University  (Van- 
ce jver),  and  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  (Vancouver) 

Two  incidenls  which  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  Commitee  s  heanngs  indi- 
cated that  Committee  Co-chairman  MP 
Martin  O  Conneli  (Liberal  -  Scarborough 
Eastl  wanted  lo  prevent  the  public  airing 
of  gay  dissaiisfaciion  with  the  Green 
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Paper  and  immigration  policy   In  Van- 
couver the  delegation  ol  the  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality  arrived  at  the 
neanngs  to  find  fhey  had  been  bumped 
from  fifth  place,  which  had  ongmally 
been  assigned  10  them,  to  last  on  the 
evening  s  agenda  Control  ot  the  agenda 
is  the  prerogative  of  the  co-chairmen 
When  GATE  spokesperson  Bob  Cook 
protested,  O'Connell  snapped  Gel  to  Ihe 
poinf!  and  there  followed  a  healed  ex- 
change between  the  two  In  Toronto, 
O'ConneN'5  secretary  called  ihe  Gay  Al- 
liance Toward  Equality  and  requesled 
thai  GATE  forego  its  presentation  to  the 
Committee  because  the  Committee  has 
already  received  sufficient  input  on  this 
topic',  adding  that  the  Committee  was 
sympalheiic  lo  Ihe  position  of  Ihe  gay 
movement  on  ihe  Immigration  Act.     * 
Mindful  of  similar  assurances  made 
before  the  publication  of  the  Green 
Papier  by  Manpower  and  Immigration 
Minister  Andras,  GATE  declined  to  cede 
ils  nght  to  address  Ihe  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  formal  represen- 
tations made  to  the  Special  Joint  Com- 
mittee, there  were  demonstrations 
againsl  the  neglect  ol  the  gay  issue  in 
ihe  Green  Paper  Two  weeks  after  Its 
publication,  fifty  men  and  women  look 
part  in  a  demonstration  staged  by  the 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  outside 
Immigration  Department  offices  in 
Toronto  And  when  the  Committee  held 
ils  heanngs  in  Toronto  in  early  June,  a 
demonslration  ol  hundreds  againsl  all 
aspects  of  the  Green  Paper  took  up  the 
ctianl  The  Green  Paper  is  anti-gay  -  let 
gays  in  al  Ihe  requesi  ol  the  gay  con- 
tingent 

The  publicalion  ol  the  Committee's  re- 
port has  raised  questions  aboul  the 
Committee  s  inienl  on  Ihe  issue  of  gay 
exclusion  and  about  the  likely  impact  ol 
its  recommenda lions  on  ihe  revision  of 
Ihe  Immigration  Act  Although  the  gay 
movement  wants  the  removal  ol  all  ref- 
erences to  homosexuality  Irom  the  Immi- 
gration Act,  section  (06  of  the  report  - 
the  only  section  which  deals  with  homo- 
sexual exclusion  -  recommends  the 
removal  ol  the  reference  to  homosexuals 
Irom  section  5(e)  of  the  Acl  only.  It  says 
nothing  aboul  section  18.  which  deals 
with  reporting  the  presence  and  activities 
ol  foreign  gays  to  the  Immigration  De- 
partment II  is  possible  ihat  the  Commii- 
lee  is  merely  being  elliptical  and  that  it 
intends  thai  all  references  lo  homosex- 
uality should  be  removed  from  the  Acl. 
This  view  has  some  currency  Another 
view,  however,  is  thai  the  Committee  fully 
intends  that  section  18  should  be  left  un- 
altered in  order  lo  placate  the  tew  mem- 
bers ol  Ihe  Committee'  who  felt  slrongly 
that  the  prohibition  againsl  homosexuals 
Should  remain' 
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Going  public  is  still  news  Especially  if 
you're  Ihe  head  librarian  al  Glendon  Col- 
lege m  Toronto. 

It's  marvelous  lor  your  menial  health  I" 
That's  the  way  Jim  Quixley,  <M,  des- 
cnbed  Ihe  way  he  felt  alter  a  short 
meeting  he  d  called  with  his  senior  staff 
He  had  just  told  Ihem  he  was  gay,  proud 
ol  it  and  involved  in  the  struggle  lor  gay 
rights 

had  been  thinking  aboul  taking  this 
step  for  a  long  time  Joining  ihe  Gay 
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Academic  Union  in  Toronto  gave  him  a 
big  boost  Bui  the  recent  GAU  Confer- 
ence in  New  York  helped  settle  ihe  ques- 
tion: it  had  to  be  out,  all  the  way  oul  and 
no  turning  back. 

Reaction  at  the  college  has  ranged 
from  non-committal  lo  supportive.  David 
McQueen,  principal  ot  the  college  has 
been  very  positive.  So  was  one  of  his 
staff,  who  told  him  privalety  afterwards: 
"You're  a  very  courageous  man.'1 

We  can  all  echo  that. 


Reports  in  Certain  Cases 

Where  he  has  knowledge  thereof,  Ihe 
clerk  or  secretary  of  a  municipality. ,., 
an  immigration  officer  or  a  constable 
or  olher  peace  officer  shall  send  a 
wn!ten  report  lo  the  Director,  wilh  full 
particulars,  concerning...  (e)  any 
person,  other  than  a  Canadian  citizen 
or  person  with  Canadian  domicile, 
who  (1)  practises,  assists  in  Ihe 
practice  of  or  shares  in  the  avails  of. 
prostitution  or  homosexualism,,. 
Immigration  Act,  section  18 


Whatever  the  intention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, ii  is  likely  thai  it  will  have  little 
impact  on  the  reformulation  of  immigra- 
tion policy   II  is  generally  fell  among 
those  who  oppose  the  Green  Paper,  gay 
and  slraighl  alike,  thai  the  broad  out- 
lines of  Ihe  new  Immigration  Act  had 
already  been  decided  upon  before  the 
Special  Joint  Committee  was  wound  up 
and  seni  marching  across  the  country  on 
whal  was  essentially  a  pub  lie- relations 
exercise   Sources  inside  Ihe  Immigration 
Department  report  thai  there  are  forces 
m  the  department  pushing  lor  an  end  to 
ihe  ban  on  gays  The  same  sources  say 
thai  the  best  thing  for  gays  to  do  at  the 
present  lime  is  10  give  external  support 
lo  these  forces  in  ihe  form  of  letter-writing 
campaigns,  demon stra Hons,  and  othei 
public -pressure  tactics. 

by  Ken  Popert  G 


Police  raid  clubs; 
seeking  clues  to 
Montreal's  rising 
murder  rate? 

I!  had  been  quie!  throughout  Ihe  sum- 
mer, and  Montreal  gays  were  beginning 
lo  relax  again.  Then,  on  the  weekend  ol 
October  17,  the  MUC  Police 
Department's  anti-gay  activity  resumed 
with  greater  violence. 

This  year's  police  campaign  began  wilh 
Ihe  raid  on  the  Aquarius  Sauna  on  Febr- 
uary 4,  A  source  close  to  the  police 
department  subsequently  described  lo 
Gay  Times  a  carefully  formulated  plan  to 
reduce  the  visibility  of  Montreal  gays 
before  the  Olympic  Games.  According  to 
the  plan,  police  officers  would  seek  lo  in- 
timidate gays  in  an  attempt  to  drive  them 
temporarily  from  the  downtown  bars  and 
public  places  Bar  raids  and  olher  forms 
ol  harassment  would  begin  in  Ihe  spnng, 
drop  off  in  the  summer  months,  and 
reappear  on  a  larger  scale,  in  the  fall. 

Five  Montreal  bars  were  raided  on  the 
weekend  of  Oct,  17  -  ihe  Rocambole  le 
Mystique,  PJ.s,  The  Limelight,  and  le 
Taureau  d'Or.  At  first  the  scenano  was 
quite  familiar  from  lasi  spnng   Uniformed 
police  entered  a  bar  and  ordered  all  the 
standees  to  leave  Raids  have  continued 
regularly  since  Oct.  17.  wilh  checks  for 
drugs  and  under-aged  dnnkmg  being 
added  lo  the  basic  strategy 

A  typical  raid  al  The  Limelight  on  Nov- 
ember 7  looked  like  a  combination 
circus  and  military  operation   A  crowd  ol 
atoul  100  people  watched  the  police 
enter  the  disco,  while  several  motorcycle 
cops  kept  order  in  the  sireel  One  officer, 
when  questioned,  simply  smiled  and  said 
Routine  check' 
A  sergeant  of  Station  10  from  which 


most  of  Ihe  raids  are  launched  claimed 
lhat  the  police  were  concerned  with  over- 
crowding, drugs  and  under-age  drinking 
in  straighl  and  gay  bars  alike   He  volun- 
teered lhat  the  police  have  seven 
charges  for  overcrowding  against  the 
Rocambole,  and  expected  lo  be  able  to 
close  the  bar,  one  o I  Montreal's  oldesl 
and  most  popular  On  the  other  hand, 
spokesmen  lor  various  bars  had  varying 
reactions,  ranging  from  "No  one  has 
bothered  us"  to  "Things  are  going  to  be 
very  tighl  until  July  76." 

On  Hallowe'en,  appropnateiy  enough. 
Inspector  Seguin  of  Station  10  slated 
that  there  was  no  harassment  aimed  at 
Montreal  gay  people   That  night  two 
raids  look  place,  one  at  P  J  s  and  one  ai 
Baby  Face,  a  well-known  women's  bar 
The  Baby  Face  raid  went  considerably 
further  than  earlier  ones  Between  8  and 
10  plainclothes  policemen  entered  Ihe 
club  and  ordered  ihe  standees  lo  leave 
Then,  the  officers  proceeded  lo  check 
Ihe  ID  of  everyone  leaving.  Those 
without  proper  ID  were  taken  to  the 
police  stalion  and  were  held  until  family 
or  fnends  brought  proof  of  age  or  iden- 
lified  ihem  to  ihe  satisfaction  of  the 
police.  This  procedure,  while  not  im- 
proper, is  very  intimidating  10  gays  who 
are  nol  yel  out  of  the  doset 
Also,  there  are  reports  of  as  many  as 
)  arrests  during  November  in  the  public 
washrooms  ol  Cenlreville  Exlreme 
caulion  should  be  exercised  in  ihe  follow- 
ing localions:  The  Sheraion-Mt   Royal 
Hotel,  The  Bay,  Place  Viiie  Mane.  Place 
Bonaventure.  Place  Victoria,  Central 
Station  and  ihe  Voyageur  Bus  Terminal 
Meanwhile,  discussions  of  police  har- 
assment have  taken  place  in  such  differ- 
ent settings  as  ihe  Centre  Homophiie 
Uroam  de  Montreal,  the  Monireal  Com- 
munity Church,  Gay  McGill.  and  [he  Sgl 
Mailovich  lecture  at  the  Saidye  Bronfman 
Centre  on  Nov  9  The  diverse  elements 
of  the  Monireal  gay  community  now  have 
a  single  issue  around  which  they  could 
begin  to  unite 
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Gays  keep  pushing 
for  equal  rights 

The  balfe  tor  gay  rights  has  moved 
ahead  on  several  Ironls  in  Ontario  follow- 
ing the  recent  provincial  election  which 
saw  ihe  ruling  Progressive  Conservative 
Party  reduced  10  a  53-member  minority 
government  in  the  125-seal  legislator© 
The  house  and  its  committees  have  now 
become  an  important  arena  of  thai 
battle 

Shortly  after  Ihe  new  legislature  con- 
vened, Ihe  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  requested  a  meeting  with  newly 
appointed  Labour  Minister  Bette  Steph- 
enson |PC  -  Don  Mills)  Dunng  the  elec- 
tion campaign.  Stephenson  had  disting- 
uished herself  as  the  only  Progressive 
Conservative  candidate  to  support  gay 
nghis   She  staled  at  an  all -candid  ales 
meeting  September  10  that,  it  elected, 
she  would  look  into  the  matter  of  dis- 
crimination against  gay  people.  Stephen- 
son was  not  only  elected,  out  also 
appointed  to  the  Labour  portfolio,  thereby 
becoming  the  cabinet  member  respons- 
ible tor  the  administration  of  Ihe  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code 

Stephenson  responded  by  mail  Nov- 
ember 14,  saying  ihat  she  was    unable 
al  the  present  time'  to  meet  with  CGRO 
representatives.  By  rejecting  Ihe  meet- 
ing, she  became  the  first  Labour  Minister 
ever  lo  refuse  to  meet  with  gay  rep- 
resenlaiives  Determined  not  to  let  the 
slighl  go  by  unnoticed,  CGRO  organ- 
ized a  demonstration  for  December  4  in 
Irani  ol  Ihe  legislature  at  Queens  Park 
About  fifty  people  showed  up  for  the 
picket,  which  drew  extensive  and  sym- 
palhetic  media  coverage.  The  event  also 
drew  some  revealing  comments  from  by- 
standers When  asked  what  he  thought 
ot  the  demand  thai  sexual  orientation  b4 
included  in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code,  Environment  Minister  George  Kerr 
replied  "It's  garbage".  Ever-busy  Labour 
Minister  Stephenson  was  found  in  a 
Queen's  Park  elevator  by  an  enterpns- 
ing  reporter  Asked  whether  she  had 
changed  her  mind  aboul  meeting  with 
gay  representatives,  she  snapped 
"Leave  me  alone!  I'm  going  to  lunch" 

Stephenson  s  desire  noi  lo  become  in- 
volved m  Ihe  gay  rights  question  was 
evident  early  in  November  during  the 
deliberations  ot  ihe  legislature's  Labour 
Committee  Hansard  shows  that,  when 
Ted  Bounsetl  (NOP  -  Windsor- Sandwich) 
suggested  that  sexual  orientation  be 
added  to  Ihe  Code  at  a  committee 
meeting  on  November  6.  Stephenson 
made  no  response   At  another  meeling 
of  the  Committee  a  week  later, 


Stephenson  refused  to  answer  a  d 'ec 
questwn  (rom  Margarel  CampCell 
(Liberal  *  St  George)  as  to  whether 

rieniaBon  would  be  added  to  the 
Code   At  the  same  meeting,  however. 
OHRC  Director  Rooeri  McPhee  con- 
ceded that  this  would  be  a  major  con- 
sideration in  the  upcoming  revision  ol  the 
Code 

In  other  parliamentary  developments. 
MLA  Margaret  Campbell  met  with  rep- 
resentatives ol  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality  Decembe'  3  She  told  GATE 
President  Tom  Warner  that  she  intends 
lo  introduce  a  resolution  in  the  legis- 
lature which  wou'd  include  sexual  onen- 
talion  and  aftectional  preference  in  the 
Human  Rights  Code   Campbell  repres-     ■ 
ents  St  George  riding,  which  contains 
Toronto's  gay  ghetto   Commenting  on 
The  Homosexual  Minority  in  Ontario, 
a  bnef  presented  to  every  MLA  by 
CGRO,  she  observed    "They  may  be  a 
minority  in  Onlano,  but  not  in  St. 
George!" 

Campbell  said  her  resolution  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Liberal  Party  caucus  in  the 
legislature  She  expects  thai  it  will  also 
receive  support  (rom  Ihe  New  Demo- 
cratic Party    In  announcing  the  Step.  She 
warned  that  merely  changing  the  Ontapo 
Human  Rights  Code  would  do  little  lo 
stop  discnminatton  against  gaya- 

The  future  of  Ihe  resolution  is  very  un- 
certain in  view  of  the  political  fragmen- 
tation ol  Ihe  legislature  Although  Liberal 
and  NDP  support  should  give,  it  a  theor- 
etical majority,  (he  resolution  is  equivalent 
lo  a  private  member's  bill  and,  as  such, 
the  minority  government  can  prevent  it 
from  ever  coming  to  a  vote, 

Campbell  has  indicated  that  n  was  the 
Damien  case  which  induced  her  to  bnng 
forward  her  resolution  amending  the 
Human  Rights  Code.  In  addition  to 
strengthening  the  forces  for  legislative 
change,  Ihe  Damien  case  continues  to 
be  the  focus  ol  other  important  develop- 
ments in  Ihe  tight  lot  gay  rights 

In  Ihe  courtroom  slruggle  lo  regain  his 
job  with  (he  Ontano  Racing  Commission. 
John  Damien  has  won  a  procedural  vic- 
lory  In  pre-tnal  manoeuvring.  Ontano 
Supreme  Court  Juslice  W.A.  Donohue 
upheld  on  November  26  the  conleniton 
of  John's  lawyer,  Harry  Kopyto,  that  the 
defendants  in  the  case  must  bring  torlh 
detailed  charges  ol  misconduct  against 
John  in  their  attempt  lo  defend  his  dis- 
missal The  defendants  include  the 
Ontario  Racing  Commission  and  its 
chairman.  Charles  McNaughton. 
McNaughton  has  publicly  staled  lhat 
John  was  fired  because  he  is 
homosexual,  but  no  concrete  allegations 
ol  sexual  misconduct  have  ever  been 
made 

The  ruling,  allhough  favorable  to  John, 
is  purely  technical  Contrary  to  reports 
published  by  one  Toronto  gay  publica- 


Margaret  Campbell 


lion.  Ihe  judge  did  not  rule  that  homo- 
sexuality is  nol  a  legal  ground  lor  dis.- 
missal,  II  is  too  early  in  the  case  for  thi 
kind  ot  broad  ruling  to  occur. 

Meanwhile,  on  December  5,  Ihe  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Commission  announced 
that  it  has  rejected  ihe  Damien  submis- 
sion and,  wiih  it,  the  contention  thai  gays 
are  already  covered  by  ihe  Code  under 
the  term  sex'  The  submission  had  been 
prepared  by  civil  nghis  lawyer  Harry 
Kopylo  and  had  the  support  ol  many 
prominent  citizens. 

Paradoxically,  [he  rejection  ol  Ihe 
Damien  submission  was  a  step  forward 
lor  the  cause  of  gay  rights    For  several 
years,  Ihe  Ontario  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission and  the  legislature  have  been 
playing  a  pea-and-shell  game  with  gay 
people  When  asked  to  protect  the  rights 
ol  gays,  the  Commission  has  always 
claimed  that  it  lacks  Ihe  authority  to  do 
so  and  has  advised  gays  to  make  rep- 
resentations to  the  government  lo  have 
the  legislation  changed  The  government, 
in  tum.has  refused  lo  consider  the  legis- 
lation ol  gay  nghts  on  the  ground  that 
gays  are  already  protected  under  Ihe 
term  sex'  in  ihe  Human  Rights  Code 
The  Damien  submission  backed  Ihe 
Commission  into  a  comer  and  forced  it 
to  go  on  record  as  saying  that  it  doesn'l 
have  Ihe  authority  lo  protect  gays. 

The  pea-and-shell  game  isn't  over  yet. 
Thai  will  only  happen  when  a  linal  ruling 
on  the  issue  is  made  by  Ihe  courts  Thai 
is  why  Kopyto  has  tiled  a  suit  in  Div- 
isional Court  on  behalf  ot  John  Damien, 
asking  Ihe  court  lo  overrule  the  Com- 
mission and  reverse  its  decision.  Once 
the  courts  have  ruled  thai  gays  are  not 
protecled  by  the  Code,  the  question.of 
discrimination  against  lesbians  and 
homosexuals  will  be  dumped  squarely  in 
Ihe  lap  ot  Ihe  legislature 

b¥  Ken  PopertD 


CGRO  plans 
conference,  looks 
at  education 

The  Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
held  its  regular  Sleenng  Committee 
meeting  in  Ihe  HALO  centre  in  London, 
Ontario  on  December  13. 

CGRO  Coordinator  Brian  Mossop  re- 
ported the  receipt  ol  a  letter  Irom  Edu- 
cation Minister  Thomas  Wells  Staling  that 
physical  education  classes  at  the  high 
school  level  could  include  a  lull  unii  on 
homosexuality,  the  content  ot  which 
would  be  left  to  the  local  boards  ol  edu- 
cation. In  response,  CGRO  members  are 
gamenng  information  from  the  boards  in 
their  respeclive  communities  on  the 
nature  and  content  ol  Ihe  unit  on  homo- 
sexuality. The  Coalition  hopes  lo  provide 
materials,  such  as  pamphlets,  brochures 
and  film  stnps.  lo  be  used  in  the  class- 
room. 

Election  strategy  was  also  discussed. 
In  Ihe  event  ol  an  election  in  the  new 
year,  CGRO  will  be  ready  lo  intensity  its 
campaign  lo  have  sexual  onentatlon  in- 
cluded in  the  Ontario  Human  Rights 
Code.  The  CGRO  bnel  on  the  Code  will 
be  distributed  lo  candidates  throughout 
the  province 

An  open  conference  with  a  workshop 
formal  is  being  held  lor  Guelph  in  the 
second  week  ot  February,  The  confer- 
ence will  be  hosted  by  Guelph  Gay 
Equality  and  there  will  be  discussion  on 
a  wide  vanely  ol  issues  lacing  the  move- 
ment. Everyone  Interested  will  be 
welcome. 

By  Tim  McCaskellD 


OFL  Convention 

The  question  of  Gay  Rights  was  raised 
al  the  annual  conveniion  ot  Ihe  Ontario 
Federation  of  Labour  in  Waterloo  late 
last  October  Guelph  Gay  Equality  dis- 
Inbuled  over  8O0  leaflets  lo  delegates 
(ram  across  the  province.  As  well.Public 
Service  Alliance  (ESENA)  Local  543 
unsuccessfully  attempted  to  place  an 
emergency  resolution  belore  the  conven- 
lion  urging  support  lor  John  Damien  and 
the  amendmenl  of  the  Human  Rights 
Code  to  include  sexual  orientation.  Un- 
fortunately Ihe  resolution  never  made  it 
through  the-maze  ol  procedural  red  tape 
to  reach  the  door 


Toronto 


Gourmets  hear 
Damien,  Wilson, 
Matlovich 

About  140  people  attended  a  Damien- 
Wilson-Mallovich  benefit  dinner  held  in 
Toronto  October  30  The  $25-a-plate 
benefit  was  held  in  the  Civic  Ballroom  ot 
Ihe  Four  Seasons  Sheraton  Hotel. 

The  evening  was  hosted  by  Bill  Potts, 
chairman  of  Ihe  Toronto  Hu  ma  nisi 
Association   Imported  lor  the  occasion 
from  the  United  Slates  were  Franklin 
Kameny.  long-time  gay  nghis  activist  and 
human  rights  commissioner  (or  the  city  ot 
Washington,  Barry  Kahn,  assistant  lo  the 
Attorney  General  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Sergeant  Matlovich.  the  gay  Viet  Nam 
war  veteran  whose  struggle  lo  remain  in 
ihe  army  as  a  public  homosexual  has 
earned  him  national  coverage  south  ot 
the  border 

Also  at  the  head  table  were  John 
Damien.  the  lired  Ontario  racing  sleward. 
Doug  Wilson,  the  teacher  al  Ihe  Univers- 
ity ot  Saskatchewan  who  has  been 
refused  a  position  as  a  supervisor  of  ' 
practice  teachers.  Reverend  Robert 
Wolte  ol  MCC  Toronto,  Harry  Kopylo, 
Damien's  lawyer,  Mrs  Kopylo,  and 
George  Hislop,  presideni  ol  Ihe  Com- 
munity Homophile  Associaton  ot  Toronto 

After  Ihe  singing  ol  O  Canada  and 
grace  from  R,-  verend  Wolfe  people  ale. 
Kameny.  Kahn,  Wilson,  Damien  and 
Mallovich  addressed  Ihe  audience  Mat- 
lovich, obviously  very  moved  by  the 
occasion,  broke  mio  tears  halfway 
through  his  address,  but  was  able  to 


Body  Politic/5 
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Library  workers 
abandon  strike 


The  University  of  Toronto  library  workers 
(CUPE  local  1230)  voted  December  19 
to  return  to  work  without  getting  most  of 
what  they  had  been  demanding  trorn  the 
University   Among  the  demands  which 
the  University  refused  to  accede  lo  was 
the  inclusion  ol  the  term  sexual  orien- 
tation' tn  the  human  rights  dause  of  the 
contract.  The  library  workers  ended  their 
strike  because  they  lacked  the  funds 
necessary  to  carry  them  through  the 
University's  Christmas  break. 


Ottawa 


Lesbian  rights  — 
not! 


why  i 


continue  after  a  standing  ovation 

Banquet  organizer  Peter  Maloney  has 
declned  fo  reveal  (he  financial  results  of 
Ihe  affair 

by  Gerald  HannonQ 


GATE  elects 
new  officers 

The  Toronto  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equal- 
ity held  its  semi-annual  policy  conference 
on  the  November  22  weekend.  The 
membership  rejected  moves  to  broaden 
the  scope  of  GATE'S  activities  not  direct- 
ly related  to  the  civil  rights  struggle.  In  - 
addition  to  reviewing  political  strategy, 
[he  meeting  elected  new  officers  and  a 
new  executive.  The  new  Executive  Com- 
mittee consists  of  Terry  Phillips,  John 
Wilson,  and  Tom  Warner,  who  was  also 
re-elected  as  president  of  the  organiz- 
ation. 


New  political  force 
upholds  gay  rights 

A  new  political  organization  in  Metro 
Toronto  has  adopted  a  sexual 
onenlalion'  plank  in  one  of  its  official 
policy  guidelines 

At  the  founding  convention  of  the 
Movement  for  Municipal  Reform  on  the 
weekend  of  November  22,  delegates 
voted  unanimously  to  include  the  phrase 
as  an  amendment  to  its  rto-discnmin- 
ation  clause  in  the  area  ol  education. 
The  amendment  was  moved  by  Body 
Politic  Collective  member  Herb  Spiers, 
who  attended  the  convention  as  a  dele- 
gate from  City  ol  Toronto  Ward  7. 

Also  part  of  the  MMR  program  is  a 
blankel  no-discnmination  provision  in  the 
area  ol  social  services. 

The  MMR  is  a  coalition  of  reform- 
oriented  citizens  groups. 

University  employees 

ask  for  ban 

on  gay  discrimination 

In  negotiations  which  have  been  going 
on  since  September,  the  University  of 
Toronto  Graduate  Assistants  Association 
is  including  in  its  contract  demands  the 
insertion  of  sexual  preference'  in  the 
human  hghts  clause  ol  their  first  con- 
tract with  the  University  University  ne-   ' 
gotiators  have  rejected  the  proposal  on 
the  ground  that  it  is.  unnecessary  be- 
cause the  University  doesn't  discnmmaie 
against  gays 

The  GAA  negotiating  committee  in- 
cludes sociology  student  Barry  Adam  as 
a  gay  representative  with  observer 
status 


A  spinted  contingent  of  thirty 
and  homosexuals  were  among  the  150 
persons  who  look  pari  in  the  Women's 
March  on  Parliament  Hill  October  25  to 
protest  the  government's  inaction  dunng 
International  Women's  Year  The  gays 
earned  banners  and  signs  focussing  on 
Ihe  two  lesbian  issues  raised  by  the 
march  and  chanted  Custody  rights  (or 
lesbian  mothers  -  gay  liberation  now!" 

The  demonstration,  which  took  Ihe 
same  route  as  lasl  summer's  Gay  Rights 
March,  was  sponsored  by  a  coalition  of 
Ottawa  groups  including  Gays  of  Ottawa, 
the  Women's  Centre,  the  Canadian 
Association  (or  the  Repeal  of  Abortion 
Laws  (CABAL),  and  Ihe  Voice  of 
Women  While  a  great  deal  of  money 
has  been  spent  by  ihe  government  on 
publicity  lor  International  Women's  Year, 
nothing  concrete  has  been  done  to 
improve  the  situation  of  women  in  this 
country.  The  central  chani  of  the  mar- 
chers was  "Action  not  attitudes  -  money 
not  platitudes!" 

The  march  locussed  on  eight  women's 
issues:  equal  pay  for  work  of  equal 
value,  equal  |ob  opportunities,  access  lo 
free  quality  child-care  for  all,  removal  of 
abortion  Irom  ihe  Criminal  Code,  equal 
rights  in  marriage  and  property  law.  safe 
effective  birth  control  for  all,  and  two 
lesbian  rights  demands. 

The  inclusion  of  Ihe  lesbian  issues  as 
an  inlegral  part  of  the  program  was  a 
significant  development.  It  was  Ihe  first 
time  In  at  a  women's  movement  demons- 
tration has  given  such  prominence  lo  les- 
bian oppression.  The  march  leaflet 
stated  in  part:  "Lesbians  in  our  society 
face  a  double-barrelled  oppression  - 
oppression  as  women  and  oppression  as 
gays  In  this  International  Women's  Year, 
our  government  has  once  again 
neglected  Ihe  lesbian  issues.  We 
demand  t)  equal  custody  fights  for  les- 


bian mothers  and  2)  i 
sexual  onentation    in  ihe  Ontano 
Human  Rights  Code  and  the  Canadian 
Human  Righls  Ad 

At  Pafliameni  Hill  Mane  Robertson  ol 
Gays  of  Ottawa  was  among  Ihe 
speakers  who  addressed  the  marchers 
MLA  Michael  Cassidy  (NDP  Ottawa 
Centre)  also  spoke  lo  lend  his  suppon  to 
the  march,  but  he  ignored  the  lesbian 
question. 

Doug  Wilson,  who  was  in  Ottawa  lo 
publicize  his  campaign  for  reinstatement 
to  his  supervisory  position  with  the 
University  of  Saskatchewan  Faculty  of 
Education,  was  introduced  and  ihe  mar- 
chers  were  urged  to  sign  a  petition 
protesting  the  university  s  action  in 
removing  him  Over  70  signatures  were 
obtained. 

by  Ron  Dayman  G 


PM  smiles  and 
waves  at  same 
time 

The  National  Convention  ol  the  Liberal 
Party,  meeting  al  Ihe  Chateau  Launer 
Holel  in  downtown  Otlawa.  was  picketed 
by  Gays  of  Ottawa  November  7  to  pro- 
test the  failure  ol  the  federal  Liberal 
Government  to  grant  civil  rights  to  gays 
The  picket  was  limed  to  coincide  with  the 
amval  of  Pnme  Minister  Trudeau  lor  his 
appearance  belore  Ihe  convention. 

Twenty-live  men  and  women  carried 
signs  demanding  the  inclusion  of  sexual 
orientation  in  the  Governments  proposed 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Aci   Other  signs 
read  Trudeau.  Thanks  -  but  no  thanks!', 
a  reference  to  Trudeau's  infamous  com- 
ment during  the  1974  election  campaign 
that  gays  had  not  thanked  him  lor  the 
1969  decriminalization  ol  homosexual 
acts 

As  Trudeau  a/rived  in  his  limousine,  he 
was  confronted  by  Ihe  demonstrators 
who  chanied  Gay  rights  now!'  and  Gais. 
exigeons  nos  droits!'  He  turned  towards- 
the  demonstrators  and  gave  a  typical 
liberal  smile  and  wave  ol  recognition 
before  continuing  inlo  ihe  hotel. 

The  gays  distnbuted  the  leaflet  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  (NGRC)  io 
Liberal  Party  convention  delegates.  The 
leaflet  outlines  the  len  demands  of  Ihe 
coalition. 

NGRC  will  be  submitting  a  major  brief 
to  Parliament  calling  for  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  among  the  lorbidden 
grounds  for  disenmination  in  ihe  lederal 
human  rights  legislation.  The  bill  is  soon 
to  be  introduced  for  second  reading  in 
Ihe  Commons. 

The  picket  was  covered  by  local  radio, 
television,  and  press. 

by  Ron  Dayman  D 


Lest  they  forget 

A  wreath  was  laid  at  the  National  War 
Memonal  on  November  1 1  by  Mane  Rob- 
en  son  and  Denis  Le Blanc  of  Gays  ol 
Ottawa  as  part  of  the  ceremonies  com- 
memorating Canada's  participation  in 
pasl  wars   II  was  the  first  time  thai  a  gay 
group  has  been  allowed  to  lake  pan  in 
Remembrance  Day  ceremonies. 

In  a  letter  io  Royal  Canadian  Legion 
Dominion  Secretary  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Jean  Lamy.  it  was  emphasized  that  lens 
of  thousands  ol  homosexuals  were 
interned  in  Nazi  concentration  camps 
Consigned  to  the  lowest  position  in  the 
camp  hierarchy  and  later  used  as 
cannon-fodder  at  ihe  Iront  lines,  most  ol 
these  gays  penshed  It  was  also  stated 
that  many  gay  people  served  in  ihe 
Canadian  Armed  forces  dunng  bolh 
world  wars 

The  wreath  was  inscribed  with  a  pink 
mangle,  the  symbol  used  to  identify  gay 
people  in  Nazi  concentration  camps.  The 
pink  triangle  remains  as  the  symbol  of 
one  of  history's  mosl  extreme  examples 
ol  homophobia  and  a  reminder  of  the 
need  io  struggle  against  homophobia  in 
all  its  forms. 

There  was  extensive  coverage  of  ihe 
wreath-laying,  locally  and  nationally   In 
advance  publicity,  The  Ottawa  Citizen 
reported  lhat  Lieulenanl  Colonel  Lamy 
leared  Marie  and  Denis  would  disrupl  the 
ceremonies  He  told  the  newspaper  they 
would  be  removed  by  the  police'  if  any 
disrupnon  were  to  occur  Lamy  later 
denied  making  these  statements 

Gays  of  Ottawa  plans  lo  make  the 
wreath-laying  an  annual  event 

by  Denis  Le  Blanc 

NGRC  protests 
rights  conference 

Gays  of  Ottawa  picketed  a  federal- 
provincial  conference  on  human  righls 
which  took  place  in  the  national  capital 
December  11  and  12  The  demonstra- 
tion, organized  in  ihe  name  ol  the 
Nalional  Gay  Rights  Coalition,  protested 
Ihe  national  conference,  sponsored  by 
the  Minister  of  Justice,  which  brought 
together  all  federal  and  provincial  minis- 
ters responsible  lor  human  rights.  The 
main  purpose  of  the  conference  was  to 
discuss  the  proposed  Canadian  Human 
Rights  Aci  recently  introduced  m  the 
House  of  Commons. 

The  25  picketers  demanded  Ihe 
inclusion  of  the  term  "sexual  orientation" 
in  the  list  of  prohibited  grounds  of  dis- 
enmination in  order  to  ensure  effective 
protection  of  the  civil  hghts  of  Canadian 
gays  Because  the  conference  was 
closed  to  (he  public,  the  Coalition  had  to 
fake  its  demands  to  Ihe  sidewalks  of 


6/Body  Politic 


WEW1 


Confederation  Square  Mote  than  250 
leaflets  were  handed  out  lo  passers-by  in 
(ronl  ol  the  Conference  Cenlre  where  the 
gathering  occurred 

The  picket,  which  was  the  first  public 
action  ol  NGRC  since  rts  formation  of  27 
gay  organizations  last  summer,  received 
significant  media  coverage,  including  a 
segment  on  the  CBC  national  news 

The  NG  RC  protest  took  place  just  one 
week  alter  the  Coalition  (or  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario  had  organized  a  picket  ol  the 
provincial  legislature  in  Toronto  in  order 
to  demand  protection  (or  gays  under  the 
Ontano  Human  Rights  Code. 

By  Ron  Dayman   .: 


GO  elects  new  president 

Charlie  Hill,  Gays  of  Ottawa  president  for 
fhe  past  three  years,  has  resigned.  Hill,  a 
founder  o(  Canada's  first  gay  liberation 
group,  the  University  of  Toronto  Homo- 
phile  Association  in  1969,  has  been  one 
ol  the  stalwarts  ol  the  gay  movement 
and  has  al  fhe  same  time  actively  pur- 
sued a  career  in  the  Held  ot  Canadian  art 
history.  He  is  presently  a  curator  at  the 
National  Gallery  The  new  president  of 
Gays  of  Ottawa  Is  Oenis  LeBlanc,  a 
long-time  member  ol  the  group  The  new 
secretary -treasurer  is  Ian  Maclennan. 
Other  new  executive  members  are  com- 
mittee heads  Ron  Dayman.  John 
Duggan,  and  Greg  Spurgeon 


Press  Council  supports 
witchhunt 

The  Ontario  Press  Council  has  "not  up- 
held" a  Gays  ol  Ottawa  complaint 
agamsi  The  Ottawa  Citizen  tor  its  cover- 
age of  last  March's  anti homosexual 
witchhunt  isee  The  Body  Politic  #1B- 
21).  The  complaint  condemned  The 
Citizen  for  its  yellow  journalism  tech- 
niques in  covering  the  arrests  ol  16 
Ottawa-area  men  on  charges  of  "bug- 
gery" and  "gross  indecency"   Many  of 
the  cases  are  still  before  the  courts  The 
Council  gave  no  explanation  of  its  decis- 
ion GO  spokesperson  Ron  Dayman 
stated    the  c'sasion  of  the  Press  Coun- 
cil, which  is  little  more  than  a  selt-created 
and  -run  front  lor  certain    liberal"  news- 
papers, does  little  to  vindicate  The  Citiz- 
en As  fax  as  we  are  concerned,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  The  Citizen  and  other 
Ottawa  media  are  guilty  ". 
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NDP  record  on 
rights  attacked 
by  gays 

The  defeat  of  the  British  Columbia  New 
Democratic  government  in  December 
has  caused  considerable  alarm  among 
gays  in  the  province  To  |udge  by  the 
attitudes  of  previous  Social  Credit  admin- 
istrations, the  newly  elected  government 
can  doubtless  be  expected  to  ignore  the 
needs  ol  BC's  two  hundred  Ihousand 
homoseiuals  and  lesbians.  In  (act,  pro- 
vincial^ endorsed  harassment  and  intimi- 
dation ot  gays  may  well  be  in  the  offing 

During  the  1972  election  campaign, 
NDP  candidates  tended  to  bt   nore  pos- 
itive than  those  of  other  parties  to 
demands  by  homosexuals  for  protective 
legislation,  that  is,  the  inclusion  of  the 
term  sexual  onentalion'  in  the  BC 
Human  Rights  Act.  This  appeared  to  be 
in  line  with  the  liberal  civil  libertarian  trad- 
ition ol  the  NDP 

Once  m  power,  however,  the  NDP 
proved  unwilling  to  serve  gays,  arguing 
that  present  community  standards  of 
morality  would  not  endorse  such  legis- 
lation. Labour  Minister  Bill  King  refused 
to  include  sexual  orientation  in  the  new 
Human  Rights  Code,  stating  lhat  he 
didn't  want  to  give  homosexuality  'legal 
sanction    In  his  view,  protective  legis- 
lation would  encourage'  homosexual 
behaviour  among  impressionable  youth'. 


John  Damien  is  in  court. 

Court  cases 
cost  money. 


Make  cheques  payable  to: 

the  Committee  To  Defend 

John  Damien 

Box  117,  Stn  V 

Toronto,  Ont. 


And  during  a  visit  to  China.  Premier 
Barrett  praised  the  Chinese  regime  lor 
eliminating  homosexualism'  The  only 
overtures  towards  gays  by  members  of 
the  NDP  government  were  designed  to 
pacify  segments  ot  the  gay  community 
and  were  entirely  in  the  context  ol  view- 
ing homosexuality  as  a  problem'  and  a 
social  malaise 

Dunng  the  December  election.  Van- 
couver's Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
challenged  represenlatives  ol  the  govern- 
ment to  explain  these  actions.  NOP 
Minister  ol  Economic  Development  Gary 
Lauk  -  Lauk  was  re-elected  to  repres- 
ent Vancouver  Centre,  a  riding  which  in- 
cludes the  West  End.  Vancouver's 
gayest  neighborhood  -  assured  a  public 
meeting  that  protection  ol  homosexuals 
against  discrimination  in  housing  and 
employment  was  'the  policy  of  this 
government'   He  went  on  to  say. 
however,  lhat  he  was  not  sure'  that 
putting  sexual  orientation'  in  the  Human 
Rights  Code  would  achieve  that  goal. 
Visibly  embarrassed,  Lauk  refused  to 
comment  on  the  Premiers  remarks  in 
China.  He  later  admitted  that  providing 
protection  for  homosexuals  would  be 
contrary  to  public  opinion  and  the  wishes 
ol  the  majority  of  the  members  ol  the 
government  He  also  reiterated  Labour 
Minister  King's  concern  about  giving 
social  sa  net  ton'  to  homosexuality. 

At  another  meeting.  GATE  asked 
Human  Resources  Minister  Norman  Levi 
to  ensure  that  the  NDP  government 
would  prohibit  any  information  shanng 
between  social  assistance  agencies  and 
the  police   A  proposal  lor  such  infor- 
mation sharing  had  been  made  by  a 
local  Community  Resources  Board,  one 
of  many  established  by  the  NDP  to 
administer  social  services  on  a  local 
level  This  proposal  Became  an  election 
issue  with  the  intervention  of  ihe  British 
Columbia  Civil  Liberties  Association  and 
the  Mental  Patients  Association  GATE 
pointed  out  lhat  gays  have  long  been  the 
targets  of  anti-gay  zealots  on  police 
forces  and  argued  thai  such  an 
information  sharing  plan  would  facilitate 
and  increase  such  harassment  Although 
indicating  that  in  his  opinion  such  infor- 
mation shanng  would  be  prohibited  under 
current  confidentiality  regulations.  Ihe 
minister  would  not  repudiate  the  pro- 
posal as  contrary  to  the  NDP  s  policy  of 
protecting  civil  liberties 

During  Ihe  campaign,  a  gay  club  was 
opened  on  a  week  night  lor  about  75 
people  to  attend  an  all-candidates 
meeting  organized  by  the  Society  lor 
Education,  Action,  Research  and  Coun- 
selling on  Homosexuality  Only  three 
candidates  appeared   Emery  Barnes, 
NDP  running  mate  of  Gary  Lauk  -  Van- 
couver Centre  is  a  double-member  nding 

Continued  on  page  17 
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London  group 

starts  counselling  line 

In  late  November  (he  Homophile  Associ- 
ation of  London  Ontario  approved  an  ex- 
penditure tor  1976  of  S950  tor  a  distress 
and  counselling  phane  line  to  be  oper- 
ated trom  the  group's  community  cenlre 
at  649  Colbome  Street.  Part  ol  the 
money  will  be  used  to  hire  a  psychologist 
who  will  train  the  volunteers  who  will 
operate  the  line  The  line,  which  has 
been  functioning  since  the  New  Year, 
can  be  called  at  (519)  433-141 1 

PQ  convention  with- 
holds support 

Gays  ol  Ottawa  member  Yvon  Thivierge 
presented  a  gay  nghts  resolution  Novem- 
ber 23  to  the  Parti  Ouebecois  Outaouais 
regional  convention  The  resolution 
called  tor  ihe  establishment  ot  a  commit- 
tee to  study  the  question  o!  gay  oppres- 
sion and  inclusion  ol  the  term    sexual 
orientation"  in  Ihe  Quebec  Human  Rights 
Code  The  resolution  passed  in  commit- 
tee bul  was  voted  down  in  Ihe  plenary 
session  by  a  vote  ol  24  to  14  with  13  ab- 
stentions  The  results  were  of  particular 
note  in  view  of  PO  houseleader  Robert 
Bums'  strong  support  ol  protection  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
debates  earlier  this  year  in  the  Quebec 
National  Assembly  on  the  newly  intro- 
duced human  rights  legislation   It  is  ex- 
pected thai  the  issue  will  be  discussed  in 
Ihe  Hull  PQ.  which  largely  supported  the 
resolution  at  the  convention. 


Changes 


Glad  Day  Books.  Toronto's  only  gay 
bcokghop  has  moved  to  a  more  acces- 
sible location  in  the  city's  ghetto  area. 
The  new  address  is  4  Collier  Street  on 
the  second  floor,  two  blocks  north  of 
Bioor  otf  Yonge 

The  University  of  Guelph  Homophile 
Association  has  changed  its  name  to 
Guelph  Gay  Equality  The  address  of 
the  organization  remains  the  same 
Room  22 1.  University  Cenlre,  University 
of  Guelph,  Guelph,  Onlano 

Gays  of  Ottawa  has  moved  rts  offices 
from  Pestalozzi  College  to  378  Elgin, 
second  floor.  Their  mailing  address  is 
as  previously  Sox  2919,  Slalion  D, 
Ottawa,  Ontano  KiP  5W9 

The  Montreal  student  organizalion, 
Gay  McGill.  has  been  reactivated  and  is 
undertaking  a  program  of  social  and  edu- 
cational events  The  address  of  the 
group  is  Room  B41,  3480  McTavish, 
Montreal.  Quebec. 

The  Centre  Homophile  Urbain  de 
Montreal  has  movetf  its  drop-in  centre  to 
6581  St.  Laurent.  The  lelephone  number 
is  still  279-5381 


Proprietor  Jearld  Moldenhauer  In  Glad  Day 
Bookstore,  now  at  Yonge  and  Collier  in 
Toronto, 


New  group  formed 

Elgin  Blair,  propnetor  ot  Insight  Books  in 
Mfasissauga   has  announced  the  form- 
ation ot  Gays  of  Mississauga   Elgin 
received  about  20  responses  to  a  classif- 
ied ad  in  The  Body  Politic  which 
sohciied  potential  members  The  tempor- 
ary mailing  address  is  Box  6248,  Station 
A.  Toronto 
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Learning  to 


by  Gerald  Hannon 


KILL 
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He  rocks  slightly  (rom  side  to  side, 
looking  (or  ari  opening.  The  arms  are 
deceptively  static,  forma).  In  the  face 
only  [be  eyes  mailer  as  we  circle  each 
Other  gracefully  and  murderously  like 
cats.  1  am  thinking  that  he  is  thinking  that 
'  cannot  wait  much  longer  and  I  am 
thinking  it  musl  be  absolutely  unexpec- 
ted and  suddenly  I  am  not  thinking  at  all 
but  attacking,  taking  advantage  of  a  body 
momentanly  not  in  perfect  balance,  tight- 
ening my  arm  about  the  throat,  relishing 
the  startled  gasp,  the  crumbling  defen- 
ces, <:i  rt a  m  that  the  body  twisting  al- 
most in  slow  motion  to  the  floor  is  ab- 
solutely in  my  power  He  ts  flattened, 
dizzy,  out  ol  breath,  the  eyes  are  uncer- 
tain but  still  do  not  move  from  my  face 
and  I  have  to  suppress  an  absurd  desire 
lo  plant  my  fool  on  his  chesl  and  make 
like  Lord  of  the  Jungle,  burst  out  with  a 
nerve-shattenng  Tarzan  yell  Because  I 
could  break  his  neck  if  I  wanted  to.  I 
have  tasted  first  blood  I  am  learning  to 
kill. 

This  is  a  self-defence  class,  t  know  the 
man  I  have  thrown  and  we  laugh 
because  this  is  the  first  lime  that  I 
haven't  landed  on  my  back.  I  cannot  tell 
il  n  is  only  my  imagination,  but  I  sense 
an  awkwardness  between  us  for  the  rest 
ol  the  evening.  I  wonder  it  it  was  the  look 
on  my  face  after  I  had  knocked  him  to 
the  ground.  I  was  a  position  to  hurt.  Was 
the  thrill  of  it  so  naked? 


They  came  after  us:  we  stopped  We 

were  more  reasonable  now  just  leave 
us  alone  we  have  as  much  right  to  walk 
along  the  street  unharassed  as  you  do 
But  il  was  too  late,  all  ot  the  nght  buttons 
had  been  pushed  arid  we  were  moving 
towards  a  fight  with  alt  the  inevitability  of 
classic  tragedy  Four  of  us  Two  of  them 

It  came  Not  the  choreographed  bru- 
tality ol  a  West  Side  Story  brawl  -  just 
sordid,  clumsy  grappling,  vicious  kicks 
for  the  balls,  smashes  to  the  lace  And 
she  came  at  us  first  like  some  ghastly 
Fury  scattenng  glasses  in  all  directions 
(Four  of  us.  But  three  of  us  wore 
glasses  Absolutely  classic.)  and  we 
didn't  know  how  to  deal  with  [hat.  She 
was  supposed  to  be  on  our  side,  didn't 
she  know  that  the  oppression  of  women 
and  gays  were  just  opposite  sides  of  the 
same  com.  couldn't  she  tell  we  were 
allies'5  Where  do  you  smash  a  woman'' 
How  do  you  overcome  years  of 
conditioning  thai  say  you  don't,  under 
any  circumstances?  But  god.  how  we 
wanted  to   I  do  no!  know  il  it  was  some 
deep-seated  misogyny  that  was  erupting 
or  just  the  feeling  ol  being  betrayed,  ot 
facing  a  traitor;  but  we  wanted  to 
slaughter  her  We  would  have  been 


pened  He  followed  us   It  was  night- 
marish for  us  but  he  must  have  found  it 
glonous   He  had  four  scared  laggots 
scattering  before  him  He  altered  the 
distance  between  us,  sometimes  he  was 
only  about  a  foot  behind  our  backs, 
sometimes  he  let  that  distance  swell  to 
6.  8.  10  feet  but  he  always  closed  the 
gap  and  brought  each  step  down  on  the 
sidewalk  with  a  staccato  darter  so  that 
we  always  knew  exactly  where  he  was 
We  didn't  look  back;  just  focussed  our- 
selves on  the  bar  that  seemed  endless 
blocks  away,  endless  blocks  ot  a  night- 
mare pursuit  by  something  we  did  not 
dare  look  at,  least  ol  all  confront  When 
we  reached  the  door  he  closed  in  tor  a 
parting,  vicious  kick   Inside  we  were  hall 
hystencal.  enraged,  terrified  that  they 
might  be  gathering  recruits  and  lying  in 
wait  for  us  when  we  left.  We  were 
bruised,  scratched,  lame  (rom  the  kicks. 
A  few  chipped  teeth  We  needed  those 

The  incident  haunted  us  (or  days  We 
kept  reliving  the  experience  but  imagined 
our  fists  crashing  into  their  faces,  our 
feet  crashing  into  their  nb  cages,  the  tour 
ot  us  reducing  them  to  a  bloody  smear 
and  it  was  strange  and  new  lo  us  and  a 
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We  had  it  rammed  right  back  down  our 
throats  There  were  'our  ol  us  We  were 
leaving  a  move  and  walking  up  Yonge 
St.  in  Toronto  north  ot  St.  Clair  and  that 
is  not  exactly  a  tough  area.  Boutiques, 
smart  bars  -  a  part  ot  town  where  Fran's 
or  a  Roy  Roger's  Restaurant  could  make 
a  fortune  Still,  two  gay  male  couples 
strolling  along  holding  hands  didnT 
exactly  go  unremarked.  We  got  lots  of 
stares,  giggles,  double-takes.  The  usual 
But  we  were  al  ease  and  casual;  we 
didn'l  look  like  a  gnm-faced  challenge  lo 
the  accepted  social  norms,  stndmg  along 
with  a  chip  on  our  shoulders  just  danng 
someone  to  react.  We  were  wrapped  up 
in  our  own  good  time,  we  knew  where 
we  were  and  we  judged  we  were  sate 
And  after  all,  there  were  lour  ot  us. 
look  al  the  faggots'  Get  the  luck 
back  to  your  own  country)''  A  woman 
said  thai.  She  was  with  a  man  We 
scarcely  noticed  them  -  they  were  in  a 
clench  on  the  sidewalk  and  as  we  came 
abreast  ol  them  [hey  separated  for  a 
moment  and  saw  -  what?  Sodom   1975' 
The  greatest  threat  to  The  Family  since 
the  PHI7  Their  own  worst  (ears'  They 
saw  four  men,  lour  rather  average-look- 
ing, casually  dressed  young  men  walking 
hand  m  hand  up  Yonge  St. 

"Eat  shit!"  I  said  that  I  said  it  to  the 
woman  who  hart  hooted  al  us  and  it  may 
not  have  been  the  brightest  thing  to  have 
said  under  the  circumstances  but  I  was 
lunous  and  no  dopey  straight  couple  was 
going  to  harass  me  and  feel  Ihey  could 
gel  away  with  n  We  kept  walking  But 
Ihose  two  words,  directed  to  the  woman 
unleashed  some  very     predictable 
forces  The  man  entered  the  Iray  I  had 
insulted  his  woman,  his   chick"   I  had 
devalued  his  property  and  I  was  not  even 
a  real    man     I  was  a  laggot,  a 
cocksucker.  and  all  ot  his  years  of  younq 
manhood  would  have  taught  him  (here 
was  nothing  worse  than  that 
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happy  |ust  maiming  him. 

Not  that  we  had  the  chance  We  were 
trashed.  Absolutely  routed.  We  were 
demoralized,  acting  at  cross  purposes 
Some  ol  us  were  trying  to  tight  back, 
others  were  trying  to  separate  the 
fighters  and  be  reasonable.  Our  glasses 
kept  ending  up  on  the  street  And  there 
was  one  horrifying  moment  that  I  don't 
thmk  any  of  us  will  forget.  He  shouted 
into  the  street,  at  no  one  in  particular,  a 
greal  braying  call  to  his  own  kind:    Hey, 
come'n  get  the  queers1"  And  Ihey 
answered   That  safe  street,  north  Yonge 
St.  in  the  early  evening,  seemed 
suddenly  to  be  tilled  with  people  ioining 
m  the  cry.  leaning  out  of  cars  lo  shout  for 
blood  One  exception  A  car  pulled  up  to 
the  curb,  middle-aged  couple  inside. 
They  remonstrated  with  him.    "Fucking 
queer  lover    he  spat  That  was  enough 
They  drove  olf 

The  situation  crumbled  into  a  tense 
lacing-off,  exchanges  ot  insults,  a 
glowering  across  a  divide  that  neither 
group  had  the  courage  to  cross 
completely  The  woman  left  -  she  said 
she'd  be  back  with  some  fnends  We 
turned  and  headed  for  the  bar  we  had 
been  making  for  when  all  o(  (his  hap- 


little  frightening  to  be  so  mesmerized,  so 
deeply  moved  by  the  prospect  ol  doing 
bloody  damage  to  some  other  human 
beings  We  were  good  liberals  after  all. 
deplored  violence,  steered  clear  ol 
Peckinpah  movies  I  still  recall  with  a 
kind  of  bemused  horror  a  pre- adolescent 
thing  I  had  about  electrocuting 
salamanders  with  my  electric  train  trans- 
former I  thought  a  liberal  education, 
good  friends  and  clean  living  hart  cleared 
up  all  of  that  No  more  jungle  nasties 
rotting  just  below  the  civilized  surface 

Even  as  I  write  this.  I  can  imagine 
meeting  those  two  again  And  reducing 
them  to  rubble  It  is  a  very,  very 
satisfying  fantasy 

Not  that  I  have  completely  lost  any 
sense  of  irony  This  whole  scenario  was 
beginning  to  sound  jusl  a  bit  like  the  kid 
who  decided  to  gamble  a  stamp  on  some 
bicep  bible  and  after  a  mere  6  months 
{"Less  than  10  minutes  a  day11")  had 
gone  from  being  your  classic  97  lb 
weakling  whose  lace  had  an  alfmity  for 
beach  sand  to  the  kind  ol  body  (3"  to  the 
thighs,  5"  to  the  chest,  6  incredible 
inches  to  the  bicepsl  that  men  respected 
and  women  got  damp  jusl  looking  at  It 
that  fantasy  weren't  so  corny,  so  camp  it 


would  be  deplorable,  it  is  heterosexisl 
nonsense  at  its  silliest  (Have  you 
noticed  how  these  courses  subtly 
suggest  thai  they'll  add  inches  to  your 
cock  as  well?  The  before  picture  shows 
some  poor  sparrow  in  shorts  that  show 
nol  the  slightest  hint  ol  what  -  if  any- 
thing -  lies  beneath   Six  months  later 
those  trunks  are  as  packed  with  goodies 
as  an  Xmas  cookie  box   It  might  make 
an  interesting  study  to  see  how  many 
weighl  litters  have,  or  think  they  have. 
small  cocks.} 

I  am  in  danger  That  is  why  I  am  at  the 
Y  four  times  a  week  trying  to  undo  the 
effects  of  some  years  ol  a  very  seden- 
tary lifestyle,  why  I  spend  al  least  one 
night  a  week  learning  Ihe  rudiments  of 
sell-defence  Why  I  have  ostensibly 
joined  the  ranks  of  those  men  who  are 
trying  to  become  Real  Men. 

It  sounds  -  even  to  me  sometimes  - 
like  a  rapidly  developing  case  of  paran- 
oia. Most  ol  my  life  as  an  open  gay 
person  has  not  been  charged  with  a 
sense  of  personal  danger  I  suspect 
many  gay  men  will  distrust  what  I  have 
said  or  suspect  that  I  have  been  out 
there  looking  for  trouble  That's  what  so- 
called  radicals  do,  isn't  it?  And  if  you  get 
it  -  well,  honey,  you  just  got  what  you 
were  looking  for. 

The  facls  are  that  I  hale  fighting,  thai  I 
always  have,  that  I  hopefully  always  will 
Even  as  a  youngster  when  tights  -  real 
or  play  -  were  more  common,  I  always 
really  wanted  to  melt  into  the  arms  of  the 
boy  I  was  struggling  with   I  see  my  inter- 
actions with  other  men  as  erotic,  not 
violent   Even  a  group  ol  young  thugs 
can  move  with  a  panther-like  sensuality 
that  stirs  Ihe  libido  even  as  the  mind 
clamours  its  warning. 

I  am  in  danger  The  reality  that 
statement  represents  will  very  likely  never 
be  clear  lo  any  gay  man  who  has  not 
actively  tried  to  live  his  life  so  that  he  will 
never  be  mistaken  for  a  heterosexual.  It 
is  the  absolute  imperative   II  there  were 
a  homosexual  Ten  Commandments,  this 
would  be  number  one    "Thou  shall 
always  ensure  that  thou  art  identifiably  a 
homosexual  "  If  you  think  that  means 
you  have  lo  mince  in  public  or  be  a 
clown  or  even  just  be  relentlessly  witty 
then  you  have  no!  understood  It  means 
you  quietly  say  something  when  people 
indicate  by  some  remark  that  they  have 
made  the  insulting  assumption  thai  you 
are  a  heterosexual   Or  you  wear  a  button 
which  says  "Yes.  I  am  a  homosexual 
loo!"  Or  you  usurp  the  small  affectionate 
acts,  like  holding  hands,  which  straights 
guard  so  zealously  as  their  own  The 
usual  Ihroal  ramming. 

You  are  in  danger  Thai  is  clearer  the 
closer  you  come  to  being  gay  -  gay  in 
the  sense  of  being  everywhere  and 
always  identifiably  a  homosexual  But 
our  office  receives  a  number  ot  calls 
each  month  from  men  who  have  been 
attacked  and  it  was  not  because  they 
were  insisting  on  their  right  to  be  public 
The  most  recent  report  was  from  a  fellow 
who  had  been  attacked  by  ihree  men  as 
he  was  leaving  one  of  Toronto's  gay 
bars.  Some  get  it  in  the  parks  Others  on 
the  streets  where  they  live  We  dont 
print  these  occurrences  as  news  Hems  - 
mostly  because  the  men  involved  don't 
warn  us  to   I  don  t  think  that  the  number 
of  such  incidents  is  increasing,  but  I  do 
think  more  gay  men  are  reporting  what 
happened  and  looking  lor  help.  Unless 
you  never  leave  Ihe  safety  of  your  room 
you  are  in  danger 
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Even  as  a  youngster  when  fights  - 

real  or  play  -  were  more  common, 

I  always  really  wanted  to  melt  into  the  arms 

of  the  boy  I  was  struggling  with. 

I  see  my  interactions  with  other  men 

as  erotic,  not  violent. 


II  has  been  said  thai  'ape  is  m  actus - 
mo's  secret  police.  II  keeps  women  in 
their  place.  II  keeps  women  in  kitchens, 
in  the  Bedroom,  in  the  "home"  -  in  an 
area  protected  and  owned  by  a  male  It 
they  step  out  o I  that  domestic  situation, 
they  are  fair  game  They  can  be  raped.  I 
ol  think  there  has  ewer  been  a  rape 
n  who  has  not  been  asked  why  she 
happened  to  be  in  the  particular  place 
she  was  in  at  the  particular  time  she  was 
raped.  The  inference  being  that  she  was 
either  looking  for  it  or  deserved  tt  (or 
being  so  audacious  as  to  have  left  "her 
place". 

Violence  is  homophobia  s  secret 
police.  I!  keeps  us  in  our  place  Certain 
bars,  certain  parks,  certain  washrooms 
are  allowed  to  be  "ours"  -  most  of  the 
lime  -  and  we  can  be  our  disgusting 
selves  there  It  we  leave,  il  we  attempt  lo 
be  ourselves  on  the  job  or  in  ihe  schools 
or  in  the  wrong  park  a  I  ihe  wrong  time 
we  are  fair  game  We  can  be  attacked.  I 
do  not  think  there  has  ever  been  a 
homosexual  victim  who  has  not  been 
asked  by  Ihe  police  whether  he 
attempted  to  molest  the  people  who 
attacked  him  The  interence  being  thai 
he  might  have  been  so  audacious  as  lo 


perhaps  have  been  himselt  out  ol  "his 
place." 

In  Toronto  there  is  a  yeariy  festival  ol 
homophobia,  an  event  designed  to 
remind  us  precisely  where  our  place  is 
and  what  can  happen  il  we  are  lo  leave 
it  On  Halloween,  thousands  ot  people 
crowd  boih  sides  ol  Yonge  St.  in  Ihe 
area  surrounding  the  St  Charles  Tavern 
Ostensibly,  they  are  waiting  to  see  a 
handful  of  men  dressed  as  women. 

It's  a  big  event.  This  year  il  look  forty 
policemen,  eight  cruisers  and  two 
officers  in  a  hotel  room  overlooking  the 
street  to  maintain  a  kind  ol  order.  It  is  an 
ugly  mob.  made  uglier  by  the  (act  thai 
they  are  all  there  to  see  someihing  and 
there  is  almost  nothing  lo  see   Except 
each  other,  across  the  street.  Early  in 
the  evening,  a  half  dozen  men  in  high 
drag  flounce  into  the  St.  Charles  and 
that  is  aboul  It  8ul  Ihe  crowd  lingers  on 
and  on.  the  talk  is  all  of  faggots,  queers 
and  lames  and  il  anyone  dares  show  his 
lace  outside  the  St  Charles  door,  his 
place   tor  thai  night,  he  is  pelted  with 
hundreds  ot  eggs  and  jeered   (I  recall 
thai  the  word  for  eggs  in  many  languages 
is  also  the  slang  word  for  bails  The 
symbolic  scenario  men  who  have  volun- 
tarily relinquished  the  trappings  of  male 
prerogative  pelted  by  symbols  of  male 
power  And  there  is  nolhing  new  about 
male  sexuality  wielded  as  a  weapon  ) 

We  have  often  fantasized  what  might 
happen  .1  the  drag  queens  ever  loughi 


back,  if  they  ever  tried  to  extend  their 
place  beyond  the  walls  of  the  St  Charies 
Tavern   We  know  They  d  be  savaged 
And  so  would  any  ol  us  who  tned  to  help 

So.  I  am  learning  lo  kill  Although  it 
has  given  me  moments  ot  well-being  - 
mostly  trom  the  physical  exercise  in- 
volved -  it  is  not  something  I  take  to 
happily  Gay  men  who  accept  their 
sexuality  do  not  seem  to  be  violent 
people   Fights  in  gay  bars  and  discos  are 
rare  I  have  never  seen  one  myselt, 
though  I  am  told  they  do  occur  from  lime 

Straight  bars  hum  along  ihe  edge  of 
violence  and  frequently  spill  over  In 
smart  bars  you  overhear  discreel  quar- 
rels Lower  down  the  social  scale  you 
get  out-and-out  brawls  Although  they 
need  Ihem,  straight  men  do  not  like 
women  very  much   Uke  Dr.  Franken- 
stein, they  are  not  completely  happy 
with  their  monsters. 

I  am  learning  to  kill  I  have  to.  II I  feel, 
and  I  do,  thai  a  faggot's  place  isn'l  big 
enough  for  me  any  more,  then  I  am 
going  to  have  to  be  prepared  to  encoun- 
homophobia  s  secrel  police.  I  could   ' 
run,  and  in  cases  where  I  am  outnum- 
bered I  would  Bui  1  could  be  caught.  I 
could  begin  by  couniermg  the  threat  ol 
violence  with  a  simple  siatemenl  ot  my 
right  fo  move  in  this  world  unharassed. 
and  suggest  that  I  could  call  the  police  il 
that  ngh!  is  circumschbed  in  any  way.  I 
would  do  thai,  and  many  times  il  would 
work.  I  am  preparing  lor  those  times 
when  it  will  not. 

Is  it  worth  il?  II  would  be  so  easy  to  go 
back  lo  those  days  when  I  was  "out"  -  if 
anybody  asked  me,  that  is.  Of  course, 
nobody  ever  did  Back  to  those  days 
when  I  held  the  men  I  loved  inside  the 
house  away  trom  any  windows  Those 
were  Ihe  sale  old  days.  There  wasn't 
much  good  aboul  them 

I  came  oul  when  I  was  24  years  old.  I 
suppose  I  knew  I  was  gay  when  I  was 
14,  maybe  earlier  Ten  losi  years.  My 
young  life  is  going  from  me  now,  and  I 
am  not  going  lo  spend  the  rest  of  it 
looking  oul  ol  Ihe  corner  of  my  eye. 
Checking  lo  see  if  I  am  in  the  nghi  bar 
or  the  right  park,  or  the  nght  disco,  or  a! 
Ihe  right  party  with  the  nght  people 
Checking  (o  see  if  I'm  in  my  place. 

My  place,  and  every  homosexual's 
place,  is  quite  precisely  everywhere,  all 
of  the  lime.  Bui  we're  going  to  have  to 
fight  for  it.  I  suppose  1  always  knew  that 
would  have  io  light  tor  n  in  the  courts, 
and  in  ihe  legislature,  in  the  schools  - 
our  civil  con (rontat ions  in  Ihe  arenas  of 
ignorance.  I  had  not  thoughi  until  very 
recently  (hat  I  migh!  have  to  fight  for  it  in 
Ihe  streets.  With  my  fisis 

That  is  clear  lo  me  now.  it  must  be 
clear  to  all  gay  men  who  have  chosen 


the  politics  of  throat 


ramming  as  one  way 


of  making  the  world  (heir  place   II  must 
be  clear  to  all  gay  men  who  leave  a  bar 
one  nighl  and  find  themselves  lacing 
three  thugs   II  musl  be  clear  to  all  gay 
men. 

Gay  women''  This  will  no!  exactly  be 
news  lo  Ihem.  Not  so  much  because 
they  are  gay,  but  because  they  are 
women  And  tend  io  be  uppity  women  at 
thai  Women  s  self-defence  classes  have 
been  pan  ol  the  scene  for  the  last  lew 
years.  They  know  what  gay  men  are  only 
beginning  to  learn: 

There  may  come  a  lime  when  neither 
argument  nor  flight  will  protect  you 
Leam  to  kill  \J 
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Er...  haven't  you  forgotten  something? 

Quebec's  astonished  National  Assembly 
recently  heard  the  minister  ol  natural  res- 
ources explain  why  sex  (I.e.  straight 
sex)  was  banned  at  the  James  Bay 
hydro-electric  project  site     There  are 
many  more  men  lhan  women  wording  on 
Ihe  site  and  greater  sexual  freedom 
would  be  unfair  lor  those  who  could  not 
find  a  companion  "  A  man  and  a  woman 
were  actually  fired  after  being  discovered 
sleeping  together  in  a  trailer   Not  every- 
one was  as  obtuse  as  Ihe  honourable 
minister   Robert  Bums,  PQ  house  leader, 
thought  it  all  very  bizarre    "For  once;  the 
discrimination  is  reversed,"  he  admitted 


Noticed  the  Toronto  Star  has  don- 
ated tour  blood  freezers  to  the  Red 
Cross  What's  new.  They've  been  chil- 
ling our  blood  for  years. 

Sneaky  Straight  of  Ihe  Year  award 
-goes  to  Gary  Dunlord  of  the  Toronto  Sun 
lor  his  column  o!  Oct.  19/75:  "Poor 

heterosexual  wretch  am  I!"  Poor  little 
Gary  seems  [usl  to  have  noliced  that 
slipping  out  ol  roles  means  slipping  inio 
fun  and  all  those  losi  years  as  a  straight 
man  have  made  him  mean,  mean,  mean 
01  course  he  was  right  about  one  thing 
"Homosexuals  are      Ihe  beautiful 
people!  They're  taking  over  the  world!" 

Do  It  Yourself  Aversion  Therapy  Kit 
The  following  actually  appeared  in  the 
October  issue  of  (he  Canadian  Family 
Physician   "The  simple  procedure  of 
having  the  patient  carry  a  rubber  band 
on  his  wnst  to  punish'  himself  ai  the  oc- 
currence of  some  unwanted  behaviour  or 
Ihought  by  snapping  it  against  his  skin  is 
reportedly  successful."  It's  supposed  to 
work  on  fatties,  bed- welters  and  fags. 
Presumably  three  rubber  bands  would 


"There  are  too  many  alternatives  lo  re- 
ligion," says  Rev  Walter  Welch  ol  St. 
Andrew's  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Toronto.  Followed  by  "Keep  free  from 
circumstances  thai  make  it  easy  to  enter 
into  a  homosexual  relationship."  Seems 
he's  discovered  one  of  the  alternatives 

Who  Woulda  Thunk  lt?The  monthly 
journal  of  Ihe  Metropolitan  Toronto  Police 
Association  reports  that  Toronto's  finest 
have  managed  to  leave  ihe  premises 
with  over  S3.0O0  in  glasses,  darts,  and 
billiard  balls  in  the  last  four  years.  To  top 
it  all  off,  somebody  stole  the  guesl  book 
from  the  Sir  Robert  Peel  Room.  The 
journal  threatens  thai  if  anyone  is 
caught,  "they  can  expect  to  pay  the  con- 
sequences." Arrest? 


The  sports  pages  ot  the  Globe  &  Mall 
tell  us  there  are  a  lot  of  gay  athletes  oul 

there,  but  you'd  never  know  it  to  listen  to 
Canada's  own  figure  skater.  Toller 
Cranston   "l  was  miscast  m  suburbia 
That's  why  I  won't  get  mamed     Poor 
boy  doesn't  even  admit  to  going  down 
Yonge  St  Which  Is  taking  closetry  pretty 
far  tot  a  26  year  old 

Keeping  your  bum  dry  dept. 

Thanks  I o  Candice  Hanson  ol  Parkdale 
Community  Legal  Services.  Toronto's 
Hantan's  Point  will  probably  be  iust  as 
mouth -waienngly  gay  and  bare  nexl 
summer.  Seems  Ms  Hanson  noticed  a 
neat  legal  loophole  you  can't  swim 
naked,  and  you  can  I  change  in  a  public 
place,  but  nothing  In  Metro's  bylaws  says 
you  can'l  lie  around  and  toast  your  buns 
in  Ihe  summer  sun.  Of  course  there's  still 
the  Chmmal  Code, 

We've  got  nothing  against  straighls 
having  a  little  fun,  but  when  they  start 
corrupting  children  we  draw  the  line  The 
Sylvesters  ol  Vaughan  were  having  a 
Tine  time  -  whips,  dog  collars,  padlocks, 
diapers  targe  enough  to  fit  adults     Sadly 
they  also  admitted  to  "endangenng  Ihe 
morals  ot  children.    Poor  little  tykes. 
They  probably  forced  I  hem  lo  miss 
Sunday  school. 

When  CITY-TV  in  Toronto  advertised  a 
documentary  on  the  KGB,  the  "dreaded 

Soviet  secret  police,"  it  cited  that  organ- 
izations "horrifying  practice  o!  locking  up 
normal  people  in  insane  asylums."  Ol 
course,  that  sort  of  thing  could  noi,  and 
never  has,  happened  in  the  Great  Wes- 
tern Democracies. 

AT  A  LOSS  FOR  WORDS  AWARD 
goes  to  Esprit  editor  Mary  Axten  for  this 
ftenchant  description  of  lesbian  author 
Jane  Rule  'Jane  Rule  is  whal  Jane  Rule 
is.  She  goes,  she  does,  she  Ib    " 
Sounds  suspiciously  like  ad  copy  lor  a 
new  wetums  doll. 

Congrats  to  Toronto  MCC's  Rev  Bob 
Wolfe  for  managing  to  hold  his  own  on  a 
recent  Confrontations  TV  show,  even 
though  the  programmers  had  managed 
to  exhume  one  of  the  weirdest 
collections  of  homophobes  seen  to  date 
One  of  them  was  a  "former  lesbian"  and 
present  fundamentalist  Christian  who 
made  at  leasl  one  amusing  Freudian  slip 
seems  she  meant  to  say  "When  I  was 
converted  I  was  a  homosexual . "  but  it 
came  oul  as  "When  I  was  convicted ..." 

"Unless  we  are  able  to  keep  the  family 
unit  together,  our  entire  social  fabric  will 
fall  apart."  That's  Ontano  Correctional 
Services  Minister  John  Smith  speaking 
Seems  he  feels  "we  can  no  longer  afford 
the  free-ranging  society  we  find  today  in 
Ontario."  A  ministry  spokesperson  said 
Mr.  Smith  was  "just  trying  to  fly  a  kite." 
Just  what  we  were  about  to  suggest. 

Pasquim  is  Brazils  most  politically 
courageous  humorous  weekly  magazine 
It's  in  constant  trouble  with  government 
censors  lor  its  not-so-veiled  political  al- 
lusions But  il  is  also  filled  with  viciously 
sexisl  anti-gay  jibes  in  the  form  of  jokes 
-  like  nominating  Pasolini's  murderer  as 
Movie  Cntic  ot  the  Year  •'for  his  smash- 
ing style." 


Ben  Wicks  hitting  ihe  bottom  61  a  very  shallow  barrel  in  the  Globe  &  Mall.  Nov.  8 


If  you  find  something  in  a  local  newspaper,  a  medical  journal,  a  magazine  or  a 
bookwhich  you  think  is  trashy  enough,  date  it.  clip  or  copy  it,  and  send  it  to  TRASH 
c/o  Trie  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontano  M5W  1X9 
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What's  it  like  to  be 
the  son  of  the  mother 
of  a  homosexual  ? 

Christopher  Z.  Hobson  reviews  his  mother's  book  Consenting  Adult. 


Laura  2  Hobson,  Ihe  author  ot 
Gentleman's  Agreement,  has  written  a 
novel  called  Consenting  Adult.  The 

adull  in  question  is  the  mother  ol  a 
young  homosexual  (although  it  is  also, 
somewhat  parenthetically,  the  homo- 
sexual himself).  As  the  jacket  copy  and 
advertisements  tor  the  novel  announce, 
this  book  is  unlike  previous  ones  about 
homosexuality,    because  they  all  dealt 
pnmanly  with  the  homosexuals  them- 
selves, with  their  problems,  their  point  ot 
view,  while  this  one  takes  the  opposite 
stance  entirety  and  locuses  on  the 
parents  and  family  ot  the  homosexual, 
their  pain,  their  tears,  their  point  ol  view  " 
This  approach  is  supposed  to  be  cour- 
ageous  In  the  New  York  Times  Book 
Review.  Martin  Ouberman.  a    historian 
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who  is  homosexual,  called  Ihe  novel  "a 
milestone  in  the  history  ol  social 
attitudes.     My  guess  is  that  the  book  will 
have  something  ot  the  impact  of... 
Gentleman's  Agreement  "  That  a  homo- 
sexual who  has  evidently  Been  influen- 
ced by  the  gay  movement  could  react  to 
this  book  m  this  way  is  a  mark  ol  the 
decay  ol  the  movement,  its  laiiure  lo 
transform  homosexuals  consciousness 
in  a  lasting  way. 

Consenting  Adult  on  the  surface  is  a 
sympaihetic  statement,  pro-gay  and  pro- 
gay  liberation.  In  tact,  however,  the 
author  has  constnjcted  a  novel  hemmed 
in  on  all  sides  by  restrictions  necessary 
lo  make  homosexuals  and  homosexual 
liberation  acceptable  in  terms  ot  liberal 
middle-class  values.  Gay  liberation  is 
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reduced  to  a  standard  nearly  anyone  can 
accept,  the  nght  of  a  homosexual  who  is 
socially  "desirable"  in  every  other  way  to 
be  accepted  by  middle-class  society, 
assuming  his/her  homosexuality  is 
relatively  unobtrusive.  Bui  even  within 
these  limits,  the  novel  is  not  what  it  pre- 
tends -  it  applies  a  method  ol  special 
pleading  which  takes  all  the  rough  edges 
off  heterosexual  prejudice  and  results  in 
a  sell- flattering  fantasy  of  liberal  hetero- 
sexuals' behaviour  And  on  the  basis  ol 
this  It  constructs  a  view  of  social  change 
which  is  also  a  fantasy,  implicitly  anti- 
homosexual. 

II  is  worth  mentioning,  finally,  that  the 
author  is  not  just  any  novelist,  but  a  res- 
pected and  leading  liberal  writer,  one 
who  undoubtedly  reflects  and  helps 
Continued  n»xt  p«ge 
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As  gay  people,  we  see  ourselves 

being  portrayed  by  our  culture  in  innum- 
erable ways  and  in  various  media  and  art 
forms.  The  books  by  us  and  about  us 
i  proliferate,  they  need  to  be  reviewed  and 
analysed.  Trie  traditional  forms  of  high' 
culture'  -  art,  music.  dance,  theatre  -  a/e 
beginning  to  incorporate  gay  themes  or 
characters,  with  varying  degrees  of 
success  We  should  be  assessing  what 
they  do  The  mass  media  -  the  daily 
press,  television,  radio  -  reach  millions.  It 
is  crucial  (hat  we  monitor  the  coverage 
homosexuals  receive  there.  Gay  people 
are  attempting  to  uncover  our  lost  history 
and  we  want  to  share  some  of  that 
research  with  our  readers. 

In  recognition  of  these  needs,  a 
special  section,  a  pull-out  review  supple- 
ment devofed  to  the  vaned  aspects  of 
Our  Image,  will  makes  its  appearance 
with  this  issue  of  The  Body  Politic  The 
scope  is  cultural,  the  approach  ts  critical. 
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Reality  and  Fiction 

To  understand  the  inner  meaning  of 
Consenting  Adult  it  helps  to  under- 
stand the  reality  on  which  it  is  based. 
The  is  as  relevant  to  a  criticism  of  the 
cook  as  if,  for  example,  the  actual  history 
of  the  Bay  of  Pigs  were  mentioned  in  a 
review  of  a  novel  which  ponrayed  the  US 
President  as  the  unwitting  accomplice  of 
his  underlings'  secret  machinations. 
Such  a  book  would  be  a  travesty,  regard- 
less ol  how  well  it  was  wntten. 

I  am  the  homosexual  in  this  book. 
"Jeff  Lynn  "  (In  fact,  apart  from  Ihree 
characters  who  have  walk -on  parts  total- 
ling no  more  than  ten  pages,  I  am  the 
only  homosexual  in  the  book.)  That  I  am 
"Jeff  Lynn"  is  easily  established.  The 
opening  words  of  the  book,  a  letter 
written  by  1 7-year-old  Jeff  to  his  mother, 
Tessa,  in  1960.  are  in  subject  matter, 
tone  and  some  phrases  identical  with  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  at  age  17  to  my 
mother,  Laura  Z  Hobson.  the  author  of 
Ihis  book  Jeff's  letter  mentions  a  Mrs. 
Culkm.  a  child  psychologist,  who  never 
appears  in  the  book  and  is  not  necessary 
to  the  plot;  she  is  there  only  because  in 
my  letter  I  mentioned  a  child  psycholo- 
gist whom  I  had  been  seeing.  Jeffs  letter 
mentions  a  friend,  "Pete",  reassuring 
Tessa  that  he  has  not  slept  with  him,  as 
my  letter  mentioned  a  fnend  of  mine  lor 
the  same  purpose.  (Pete  does  not  re- 
appear later  in  the  book,  however.) 

Tessa  replies  to  Jeff  with  a  telegram 
almosl  identical  lo  the  one  my  mother 
sent  to  me-  Jeff  goes  into  psychother- 
apy, as  I  did.  After  nearly  a  year  of 
therapy,  Jeffs  mother  sends  a  letter  to 
Jeff's  therapist  requesting  an  appoint- 
ment lor  herself;  my  mother  did  the 
same,  although  a  little  later.  Tessa's 
request  is  denied,  as  my  mother's  was. 
Thus  this  is  a  novel  based  on  fact  - 
but  only  in  part.  In  several  ways  the 
author  has  taken  pains  to  make  Jeff 
Lynn  unlike  me.  These  include  physical 
appearance,  ethnic  background,  and 
biography.  Though  I  am  unathietic,  liter- 
ary, and  tend  toward  overweight  (a  gay 
illustrator  I  once  knew  cancatured  me  as 
a  moth,  rather  than  a  butterfly),  Jeff  is 
slender,  blond  and  athletic  -  in  lact.  a 
high  school  star.  His  ethnic  background 
is  technically  the  same  as  mine  (Jewish 
mother,  gentile  father),  but  since  my 
mother  was  separated  from  my  father 
and  brought  me  up,  whereas  Jeffs  did 
not,  I  was  always  conscious  of  being 
Jewish,  although  without  much  Jewish 
culture,  whereas  Jeff  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  gentile. 

Jeffs  career  and  mine  also  diverge. 
After  college  he  dnves  a  taxi  for  a  couple 
of  years,  becomes  a  hospital  orderly  and 
then  a  medical  student,  and  in  the  last 
pages  of  the  book  has  become  a  doctor. 
Though  he  seldom  or  never  goes  to  gay 
bars,  he  is  surprised  "how  uncompiex  it 
was  to  find  partners  m  the  hidden  world 
he  inhabited"  (this  of  course  is  pure  fan- 
tasy; even  on  campus  it  is  not  'uncom- 
if  you  stay  away  from  places  fre- 
quented by  homosexuals)  and  he  mainly 
finds  suitable  ones  His  first  encounter  is 
a  casual  pickup,  but  this  is  a  horrible 
mistake  and  is  never  repeated;  though 
this  young  man  seems  perfectly  decent 
io  me,  Jeff  later  speculates  that  he  was 
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"one  of  those  guys  who  wanted  io  be 
anonymous,  wanted  one-lime  shots, 
wanted  never  to  see  anybody  a  second 
time...  Thai  was  even  more  degrading 
A  later  lover,  whose  voice  we  hear  on 
the  phone  when  Tessa  calls  but  who 
never  appears  otherwise,  is  more 
suitable,  since  he  enjoys  classical  music; 
finally  Jeff  makes  a  match  with  another 
medical  student.  Though  he  has  spent 
several  years  dnving  a  taxi  and  as  a  hos- 
pital orderly  -  occupations  which  must 
have  brought  him  into  contact  with 
working  people  and    the  street.''  and  with 
non-whiles  -  he  apparently  never  sees  a 
hustler  al  the  bus  station,  or  a  nelly 
queen  anywhere;  he  apparently  never 
makes  it  with  anyone  named  Jose  or 
Raul,  and  there  isn't  a  black  character 
anywhere  in  the  book. 

In  contrast,  alter  college  I  was  a 
teacher  for  two  years,  but  was  fired  irom 
my  second  teaching  job  because  I  had 
an  affair  with  a  senior  boy;  I  wenl  to 
graduate  school,  but  instead  ol  going  on 
to  teaching  assist  ants  hips  and  assistant 
professorships,  (which  would  be  parallel 
to  Jeff)  I  was  expelled  for  my  part  in  a 
major  campus  sit-in   I  was  active  in  the 
gay  movement,  then  active  as  a  revo- 
lutionary socialist.  I  became  a  taxi  driver 
after  leaving  graduate  school,  rather 
than  as  a  prelude  to  a  middle-class 
career. 

My  mother  has  simply  taken  Ihese  ele- 
ments and  rearranged  them  into  a  fan- 
tasy of  middle-class  success:  the  athletic 
boy  who  fakes  time  out  from  the  middle- 
class  to  "find  his  bearings"  and  find  his 
way  back  in;  homosexual,  it  is  true,  but 
masculine,  blond  and  gentite   In  one 
way,  Ihis  could  be  said  to  be  a  novel 
about  how  horrible  it  is  to  be  the  mother 
of  a  Jew. 

What's  the  purpose  of  all  these  re- 
arrangements? The  author  has  chosen  to 
construct  a  "homosexual"  most  thor- 
oughly acceptable  to  middle-class  per- 
ceptions. Who  could  fail  to  want  civil 
nghts  for  a  blond,  masculine  doctor? 
He's  not  like  Truman  Capote,  who  is  fat 
and  has  a  squeaky  voice.  He  doesn'l 
spend  too  much  time  making  himself 
pretty,  he  doesn't  have  sex  in  parks  or 
Johns,  and  he  isn't  really  a  taxi  dnver  or 
a  hospital  orderly.  He's  a  Beautiful 
Person.  It  is  as  if,  to  make  a  sympathetic 
portrait  of  a  homosexual,  the  author  has 
had  to  exclude  all  "problematical" 
elements:  and  by  doing  so,  she 
establishes  that  they  are  undesirable. 
It  isn't  necessary  for  Jeff  to  be  the 
same  as  me;  to  be  in  student  politics, 
socialist  politics,  or  even  gay  politics. 
The  point  is  simply  that  he  goes 
smoothly  up  into  the  middle  class  and 
that  the  book's  values  are  snob  values- 
There  is  literally  nobody  with  a  speaking 
part  in  ihis  book  who  is  not  middle- 
class.  Jeffs  friend  "Pete"  is  eventually 
shown  marrying  at    St.  Bartholomew's 
Church'  with  engraved  invitations.  The 
original  "Pete."  as  my  mother  knows, 
failed  to  get  into  college,  he  wasn't  a 
WASP,  either,  as  Pete  is.  Again,  the 
facts  are  rearranged  into  a  certain 
pattern,  a  middle-class  partem.  If  not 
Jeff,  why  can't  Pete  follow  an  uncon- 
ventional course'  It  is  unthinkable,  there 
are  no  unconventional  people  In  the 
book,  except  m  the  matter  ol  sexual- 
ity (And  even  here,  as  Prof  Duber- 
man  pointed  out  in  his  one  major 
cnticism  of  Consenting  Adult,  the  book 
shows  only  conventional  monogamous 
relationships,  albeit  homosexual.  We 
have  already  seen  how  degrading"  is 


the  lite  o!  (he  one  homosexual  who  does 
anything  else.)  Jeff  himsell,  musing 
aboul  how  "far  from  being  alone"  he  is, 
mentions  the  following  types  of  people 
who  are  also  homosexual: 

..men  ,ust  like  him,  good  grades,  eamesi 
about  their  work,  responsible  fellows  who 
were  going  to  be  engineers  or  lawyers  or 
doctors  or  professors., 
The  author's  view  of  acceptable  homo- 
sexuality is  reformist  and  middle-class, 
but  these  are  not  just  unpleasant 
epithets  The  point  about  reformism  is 
not  simply  thai  others  ol  us  happen  to  be 
revolutionanes  and  that  this  is  unthink- 
able in  my  mother's  book.  The  point  is 
that  if  reformism  were  not  middle-class, 
class- biased,  social- snobbish,  oppressive 
to  the  proletanai  and  sub- pro  I  eta  rial,  to 
the  socially  and  morally  deviant,  It  would 
not  be  as  disgusting  and  reactionary  as  it 
is.  In  defining  those  who  are  also  homo- 
sexual as  future  engineers,  lawyers, 
doctors  and  professors.  Jeft,  or  rather 
the  author  of  this  book,  excludes  all 
other  types  At  least,  we  never  see 
anyone  else. 

The  author,  therefore,  has  constructed 
a  fiction  in  the  worst  sense  -  not  an 
imagined  set  of  events  which  reveal  real 
social  relations,  but  on  the  contrary,  a 
set  of  real  events  which  are  altered  |ust 
enough,  in  one  consistent  direction,  to 
make  a  social  fanfasy. 

Reality  and  Fiction  II 

This  is  continued  in  the  portrayal  of  the 
characters'  relationships  to  each  other. 
Even  granting  that  Consenting  Adult 
gives  a  sentimentalized  view  of  what 
homosexuals  are,  and  therefore  opts  for 
the  easy  solution,  the  novel  might  have 
value  if  within  this  locus  it  examined  the 
human  relations  of  its  characters 
honestly  and  unsparingly  Unfortunately  it 
does  the  opposite.  The  author's  focus  on 
the  "pain  and  (ears"  of  the  homosex- 
ual's  lamily  could  undoubtedly  be  a 
valid  approach,  but  only  when  the 
subject  matter  is  handled  truthfully  - 
when  the  characters  are  real,  and  not 
embroidered  on  the  one  hand,  flattened 
out  on  the  other,  to  provide  a  caricature. 

To  see  how  this  is  done  in 
Consenting  Adult  il  is  necessary  to  look 
back  at  some  ol  the  early  events  in  the 
book.  The  major  conflict  in  the  lirst  half 
of  the  novel  stems  from  the  fact  thai, 
after  Jeff  has  begun  psychotherapy,  he 
refuses  to  discuss  the  course  of  his 
treatment  with  Tessa  or  with  Ken,  his 
father,  and  accuses  Tessa,  in  particular. 
of  "digging"  and  prying  for  information.  ' 
As  presented  in  the  novel,  this  refusal  is 
neurotic  and  brutal,  and  Jeffs  accusa- 
tions of  "digging'1  are  baseless. 

Did  you  visii  Or  Dudley?'  she  said  at 
last. 

(After  the  lirst  vaiL) 
"He's  okay." 

Is  he  -  did  you  leel  -  do  you  think  he 
can  help  you?" 

He  slood.  ngid  as  a  column,  silent 
Then  suddenly  he  Hung  his  bag  lo  the 
chair  again,  faced  her,  his  eyes  hoi  wilh 
injury  and  his  voice  raw  "I'm  nol  sup- 
posed to  talk  about  my  visits. '  he  said 

Oh  Jeff,  can'l  you  see  any  of  ihis  from 
my  point  of  view  as  well  as  your  own?" 

about  your  unhappiness  ne«l 
The  frst  incident  is  a  completely  un- 
provoked assault  by  Jeff.  And  in  the 
second,  though  Jeff  accuses  Tessa  of 
thinking  about  her  "unhappiness,"  no- 
where in  the  book  has  she  mentioned 
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"I'm  not  supposed  to  talk  about  my 
visits,"  he  said. 

"Oh  Jeff,  can't  you  see  any  of  this  from 
my  point  of  view  as  well  as  your  own?" 

"Your  point  of  view!  You'll  be  talking 
about  your  unhappiness  next." 

Consenting  Adult 


"her  unhappiness"  to  him  This  leads  to 
the  book's  first  climax,  as  alter  several 
such  incidents,  Ken  says  that  Tessa  is 
not  to  go  on  indefinitely  paying  lor 
therapy  il  Jelf  continues  to  reject  his 
parents'  "nghl  to  know  how  things  are 
going."  Ken  implies  that  'I  he  defies 
them.  Jell  can  find  another  place  lo  live. 
Jeff- then  leaves  home  on  his  own, 
staying  with  his  sympathetic  sister  and 
her  husband  Bui  Tessa  continues  to  pay 
lor  the  therapy,  even  when  Jell  switches 
to  a  second  therapist  a  year  later,  and 
some  years  afterward,  Jeff  pays  tribuie 
to  this. 
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So  finally  Tessa,  though  belatedly  and 
reluctantly,  gets  her  due 

Like  what  was  mentioned  earlier,  all 

e  above  is  also  "based  on"  fact.  Unlike 
Tessa,  my  mother  did  consistently  refer 
lo  my  homosexuality  as  "(he  greatest 
tragedy  of  my  Ufa"  (her  lile),  and  not  jus! 
"  any  context,  but  as  justification  for 
demanding  to  know  whether  my  therapy 
was  leading  to  "any  change"  or  at  least 
"any  hope "  Quite  directly,  she  wanled  to 
know  whether  another  yeaf  ol  wnting 
checks  would  increase  the  chances  ol 
my  becoming  heterosexual;  and  I  re- 
fused to  discuss  this.  Look  at  from  my 
my  present,  there  is  something  richly 
comic  in  the  competition  between  my 
mother  and  myself  to  determine  whose 
tragedy  was  greater,  but  it  wasn't  comic 
in  the  atmosphere  of  fifteen  years  ago, 
when  I  had  to  struggle  to  establish  in  my 
own  mind  what  Tessa  Lynn  can't  accept, 
thai  the  Hippocratic  Oath  did  not  oblige 
my  doctor  or  me  to  satisfy  my  mother 
about  my  hopes  for    change"  or  "im- 
provement." My  mother's  pressure  lor 
information  was  real,  constant  and  hard 
to  resist. 

Moreover",  it  was  financial.  She  not 
only  threatened  to  cut  off  the  money  for 
therapy  if  I  did  not  report  on  my 
progress,  but  did  in  lad  cut  it  off.  It  is 
ironic  that  in  Consenting  Adult  the 
lather  threatens,  while  the  mother  contin- 
ues lo  pay.  and  later  earns  an  accolade 
lor  this,  this  is  all  lantasy,  since  in  fact 
my  refusal  to  give  in  to  my  mother's 
emotion aJ  and  financial  blackmail  led  to 
my  paying  for  my  last  year  of  therapy  out 
ol  my  own  pocket,  my  therapist  reducing 
his  lee  by  60  pet  cenl  to  allow  this.  In 
the  novel,  Tessa  even  "storms"  at  Ken 
for  his  threats  -  I.e.,  for  what  my  mother 
threatened  and  carried  out.  My  mother 
called  my  homosexuality  her  "tragedy," 
but  by  the  time  all  this  appears  in  the 
book  Tessa  never  mentions  her 
unhappiness,  never  pries,  and  so  on. 
The  author  cannot  rests!  the  temptation 
to  tidy  up  a  bit.  to  make  the  mother  hurt 
but  always  loyal,  and  lo  push  the  worst 
barbarities  off  onto  Ken 

The  point  of  writing  about  this  is  not  to 
"clear  up  the  record."  The  point  is  that 
the  above  bears  some  resemblance  to 
what  any  sensitive  person  knows  is  the 
experience  of  homosexuals  in  this 
society  There  have  been  exceptions,  but 
the  job  ol  a  novelist  is  no!  to  portray 
exceptions,  especially  when  they  are  not 
shown  as  such  Leaving  aside  all  the 
types  of  literature  which  do  no!  follow  the 
canons  of  realism,  a  novel  which  claims 
to  portray  social  reality  and  uses  the 
techniques  of  realism  can  be  held 
accountable  for  what  it  portrays  The 
author  need  not  reproduce  this  story,  bul 


So  far  the  major  character  examined, 
Tessa,  has  not  been  acting  in  a  preju- 
diced way  She  has  misconceptions,  ot 
course,  bul  her  reaction  lo  Jeff's 
homosexuality  is  always  loyal,  never 
prying  or  unfair;  she  is  never  shown  bad- 
genng,  unfairly  demanding,  or  even 
losing  her  temper  This  already  loads  the 
dice  pretty  thoroughly  But  just  as  import- 
antly, even  when  Consenting  Adult 
does  locus  on  anli-  homo  sexual  preiudice 
(which  it  does  mainly  through  the  Charac- 
ter of  Ken)  it  does  so  in  a  morally  equiv- 
ocal way.  as  if  saying,  "Heterosexuals 
mistreal  homosexuals,  homosexuals  mis- 
treat heterosexuals,  everyone  mistreats 
everyone  -  alas." 

The  book  does  this  through  a  tech- 
nique equivalent  to  special  pleading  11  is 
carefully  constructed  so  thai  the   pain 
and  fears'"  of  those  around  Jeff  are  made 
much  more  real  than  those  of  Jeff  We 
have  already  referred  10  how  Tessa's 
"digging  and  prying"  is  handled, 
aside  from  the  fact  that  the  book  clearly 
shows  thai  she  doesn't  dig  and  pry. 
when  she  and  Jeff  quarrel  about  it  we 
see  her  thoughts  and  feelings,  but  nol 
Jeffs  Why  he  bursts  out  furiously  is 
never  explained  He  therefore  becomes 
nol  simply  a  cruel  and  vindictive  boy,  bul 
an  object,  someone  who  doesn't  exist 
as  a  person,  someone  who  in  the  crucial 
moments  is  only  seen  acting  upon 
others.  The  only  explanation  we  do  get 
ol  his  behaviour  is  the  following 
explanation  by  Tessa; 

Homosexuals  disliked  women,  were  even 
repelled  by  women,  sometimes  hated 
them  Did  Jell  hate  her?  Even  not  recog- 
nizing his  own  feeling,  did  he  uncon- 
sciously want  10  avoid  her,  to  desiroy  her 
because  she  was  a  woman?  Never  beiore 
had  this  possibility  occurred  lo  her,  bul 
there  it  was.  sudden,  noons,  more  mon- 
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harrowing  hypoihesis.  so 
much  ol  his  behaviour  these  last  months 
took  on  a  new  rationale 
This  cliche  occurs  to  Tessa  before  she 
knows  much  about  homosexuality,  but 
nothing  in  the  book  suggests  that  she 
ever  changes  her  mind;  later,  when- 
some  of  the  psychoanalytical  cliches 
about  homosexuality  are  called  into 
question,  this  is  nol  among  those  men- 
tioned And  as  tor  Jeff,  he  is  not  allowed 
to  speak  for  himself;  we  don't  get  his 
thoughts  about  his  fights  with  Tessa  at 
all. 

Similarly,  one  ot  the  central  early  epi- 
sodes is  the  refusal  of  Ken,  who  has 
recently  learned  of  his  son's  homosex- 
uality, to  attend  Jeff's  high  school  gradu- 
ation He  tells  Tessa  he  is  planning  a 
business  trip. 

For  a  moment  there  was  a  tola)  silence 
Then  she  said.  You  can  i  mean  the  first 
week  in  June? 

"Bul  you'll  miss  Jeffs  commencement. 

t've  ihought  N  alt  out  and  I'm  positive 

thai  this  is  Ihe  thing  lo  do  jus!  now  I  don'i 

"He  will  mind.  11  will  be  a  kind  ot  public 
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The  prejudicial  character  ot  the  writing  i 
this  episode  is  subtle,  consisting  not  of 
the  attitude  taken,  but  ol  the  focus  on  the  ! 
two  adults,  which  softens  the  edge  of 
Ken's  act  We  get  Ken's  feelings,  and        j 
Tessa's.  Tessa  and  the  author  do  not 
approve  of  Ken  (in  fact.  Tessa  emerges     I 


as  the  hero  ol  this  incident),  but  although 
Tessa  says  "he  will  mind,"  we  don't  see 
Jetf  minding.  We  see  him  shout  at  Tessa 
on  hearing  the  news,  and  Tessa's  "heart 
contracted  with  his  desperate  rage  at  this 
inteiiection."  but  we  don  t  gel  into  the 
guts  of  the  seventeen -year-old  whose 
father  wo  n't  come  to  this  graduation,  but 
we  do  see  how  warm,  loyal  and  human 
Tessa  is,  and  we  understand  Ken's 
feelings. 

The  result  is  a  kind  ol  pleading  which 
makes  Ken's  emotions  "understandable" 
while  Jeff's  are  not  shown  at  ail.  It  Is 
impossible,  except  by  adding  to  the 
book,  lor  the  reader  to  feel  anger  at  Ken 
for  this  incident;  the  book  is  too  busy 
helping  us  to  understand  him.  And  not 
just  here,  but  in  general,  though  many  of 
the  right    points  of  view  are  staled,  there 
is  no  real  anger  al  a nti- homosexual  prej- 
udice in  the  book;  il  is  too  busy 
explaining  and  even  apologizing  tor  the 
an ti -homosexual  leelings  ol  people  like 
Ken  (Even  with  Ken,  there's  a  happy 
ending  he  encounlers  Jeff  and  Jeffs 
lover,  and  secretly  wishes  them  well; 
see.  Ken  is  a  good  fallow  after  all.) 

This  special  pleading  is  seen  in  the 
handling  of  all  the  characters,  not  just 
Tessa  and  Ken  Nate,  Jeffs  brother-in- 
law,  is  a  Good  Guy  -  so  much  so  that  as 
a  young  reporter,  in  1960,  he  has  begun 
collecting  material  on  police  mistreat- 
ment of  homosexuals,  even  before 
knowing  Jeff  is  gay.  Nate  appears,  by  a 
rough  count,  on  61  pages  ol  a  256-page 
novel.  Jeff's  brother.  Don  is  a  Bad  Guy  - 
he  continues  telling  fag  jokes  even  after 
he  knows  about  Jeff  But  he  only 
appears  on  six  or  eight  pages  and  only 
speaks  three  times,  once  in  flashback. 
The  dice  are  loaded. 

The  book  ol  course  states  homosex- 
uals come  in  for  mistreatment  in  society. 
But  what  we  see  of  this  (except  for  a 
scene  where  Nate  and  Jeff  rather 
improbably  turn  up  at  the  first  of  the 
Stonewall  riots)  is  limited  lo  Tessa's 
shocked  but  understanding  response, 
Ken's  rejection  which  eventually  be- 
comes resignation  and  then  acceptance, 
and  the  positive  feelings  of  Nate  and  his 
wife  Margie.  All  this  may  exist  and  be 
valid,  but  it  is  all  we  see.  Since  Jeff 
never  goes  to  bars,  he  is  also  never 
hassled  lor  being  gay.  Thus  although  the 
onty  heterosexuals  in  this  class-biased 
book  who  actually  mistreat  homosexuals 
are  police  (i.e.,  lower-class  people),  Jeff 
never  has  an  encounter  with  them. 
(Except  at  the  Store  wall,  where  Nate 
Hashes  a  press  card  and  gets  him  away; 
although  ten  months  before  Stonewall,  in 
Augus*  1968  at  the  Chicago  Democratic 
Convention.-  cops  beat  reporters  bloody, 
in  this  books  middle-class  taniasy  world 
the  cops  respect  freedom  ol  the  press.) 

But  the  dice  are  particularly  loaded 
when  it  comes  not  to  cops  but  to 
middle-class  people  In  this  book  which 
steals  copiously  from  the  life  ol  the 
author's  son,  we  do  not  see  one  of  the 
major  events  in  that  life,  getting  fired  by 
an  employer  lor  being  gay  Although  in 
his  short  1971  book  on  being  homo- 
sexual, Merle  Miller  mentioned  an  editor 
ol  a  major  liberal  magazine  who  confes- 
sed secretly  wishing  all  homosexuals 
could  be  sunk  in  the  sea,  literally  not  one 
character  in  Consenting  Adult  expres- 
ses or  is  capable  of  having  such  an 
attitude  On  the  contrary,  when  Jeff,  in 
his  second  year  ol  medical  residency, 
decides  to  come  out,  here  is  his  own 
descnption  of  what  happens 

I  told  my  chief  at  the  hospital  bar*  in 
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December,  Dr  Syria,  and  he  gaiM  al 
me  a  while  and  then  said.  So''  Has 
tremendous  guy 

Dr  Syms  is  a  tremendous  guy.  Nate  is 
a  tremendous  guy,  Tessa  is  a  tremen- 
dous guy.  even  Ken,  when  we  under- 
stand him.  is  a  tremendous  guy  - 
even/one  s  a  tremendous  guy  (Brother 
Don  is  not  a  tremendous  guy  but  he  has 
a  very  small  part.)  Ol  course,  there  have 
always  been  decent  heterosexuals;  but 
in  this  book  there's  no  one  else. 

The  one  apparent  exception  lo  this. 
Dr  Dudley,  the  psychoanalyst,  is  actual- 
ly used  to  make  quite  a  different  point. 
The  therapist's  refusal  to  see  Tessa. 
when  she  writes  to  request  this,  leads 
her  lo  muse  "that  somewhere  in  the 
ancient  Hippocratic  oath  there  might 
have  been  some  phrase,  some  small 
dangling  modifying  phrase  that  said,  'And 
I  also  affirm  that  I  will  never  be  sadistic 
to  those  who  love  the  patient  and  wail  to 
hear  how  he  tares,  well  or  ill." 

There  is  no  shred  ol  distance  between 
the  author  and  her  protagonist  here,  no 
suggestion  that  Tessa's  self-pity  might 
be  exaggerated  or  that  "sadism"  might  be 
an  excessive  term  for  the  doctor's 
response.  Although  Jeff,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  portrayed  as  neurotically 
sensitive  to  imagined  intrusions  on  his 
privacy  by  Tessa,  the  author  is  incapable 
ol  connecting  ihis  to  the  matter  ol  why 
Jelf  or  his  therapist  might  not  wish  the 
latter  to  see  Tessa.  The  author  and 
Tessa  both  apparently  feel  that  such  a 
visit  should  be  a  nght  of  the  parent;  a 
year  later,  when  Jeff  moves  and  finds  a 
second  therapist  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  first.  Tessa  is  offended  by  the 
failure  of  this  second  therapist  to  invite 
her  "for  a  preliminary  visit." 

An  important  theme  of  the  book  is  thus 
the  "sadism"  of  psychoanalysts  toward 
the  parents  of  homosexuals  Bui  the  real 
issue  here  is  not  Dr.  Dudley  and  psycho- 
analysts Since  Jeffs  own  refusal  lo 
discuss  his  analysis  with  Ken  or  Tessa 
parallels  Dr.  Dudley's  but  is  much  more 
important  in  the  book,  by  implication  it  is 
homosexuals  who  are  "sadistic"  to  the 
parents  of  homosexuals.  The  self-infla- 
tion which  could  nurture  the  idea  that 
this,  even  il  true,  stands  on  a  par  with 
the  an  ti -homosexual  prejudice  is  hard  to 
conceive.  But  what  is  realty  involved 
here  is  a  failure  ol  perspective,  distance, 
irony  -  in  short,  a  failure  of  imagination  - 
which  prevents  the  author  from  seeing 
this  incident  without  her  protagonist's 
blinders  of  self-concern.  Thus  the  novel's 
stated  theme  -  the  impact  of  homosex- 
uality on  the  parents,  "their  pain,  their 
(ears,  their  point  of  view"  -  becomes  a 
way  of  saying  that  the  latter  are  really 
the  ones  who  are  important,  that  the 
homosexuals  have  been  getting  too 
much  attention  and  il  is  time  "another 
voice  was  heard." 


How  social 
change  occurs 

What  then  is  the  author's  view  of 
change9  This  is  a  complicated  question 
Consenting  Adult  is  whiten  from  what 
is  meant  to  be  a  pro-gay  liberation  stand- 
point. In  its  course  ft  includes,  as 
previously  mentioned,  a  description  ot 
the  Stonewall  nots  and  the  pnde  thai  "to- 
night gay  people  had  stood  their  ground 
when  the  cops  came,  hadn't  gotten  the 
hell  out  in  fear  of  a  police  blotter,  but  had 
made  a  stand  and  attacked  their 
attackers."  It  includes  reflections  on 
changing  social  attitudes  and  the 
importance  of  "gay  pnde"  -  in  (act,  these 
dominate  ihe  last  third  of  the  book.  And 
it  includes  a  final  scene  m  which  Jeff  and 
his  lover  come  home  for  Christmas  and 
Tessa  welcomes  at  the  door  "her 
beloved  son  and  the  man  he  loved." 

Such  scenes,  and  the  overall  theme  ot 
the  novel  -  the  gradual  acceptance  of 
Jeffs  homosexuality  by  his  relatives  - 
take  an  apparently  progressive  stand, 
and  the  underlying  assumptions  of  the 
book  have  lo  be  untangled  from  this.  The 
key  lo  understanding  such  scenes  as 
those  mentioned  is  that  they  are  in  effect 
the  obligatory  bows  to  what  has  already 
been  achieved  by  a  movement,  which 
the  author  neither  understands  correctly 
nor  can  go  beyond. 

Consenting  Adult's  view  ol  social 
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change  is  completely  liberal  both  as  ID 
the  content  ot  change  (the  authors 
theoretical  view  ol  homosexuality  and 
homosexual  liberation)  and  as  to  the  way 
in  which  change  occurs  The  autfw 
quotes  with  complete  approval  Freud's 
letter  on  homosexuality  which  character- 
izes it  as  not   an  illness."  but  "a  vari- 
ation ol  the  sexual  (unction  produced  by 
a  certain  arrest  ol  the  sexual  develop- 
ment." She  seems  so  unaware  ot  the 
long  discussions  ot  this  topic  m  the  gay 
movement  that  she  presents  the  "arres- 
led  development"  theory  as  an  altern- 
ative 10  the  standard  psychiatric  view 
rather  than  its  theoretical  Inundation,  and 
misses  or  discounts  the  prejudicial  impli- 
cations of  this  theory  She  takes  her  title, 
in  turn,  Irom  the  Wolfenden  Repon, 
which  calls  lor  legalizing  sexual  acts 
between  "consenting  adults  in  private." 
And  lo  make  sure  there's  no  mistake 
about  how  close  the  identification  is,  the 
novel  adds:  'The  Wolfenden  Committee 
had  specified  in  pnvate.'  More  and  more 
the  decisions  of  the  Wolfenden  Commit- 
tee were  becoming  her  decisions,  their 
attitudes  her  attitudes." 

So  there  you  are  It  you're  seventeen 
or  in  public  (and  Jetf  is  both  when  he 
has  his  "degrading"  encounter  in  the 
back  ol  a  station  wagon)  it's  one-to-tive 
years,  baby. 

Moreover,  the  resolution  of  Tessa's 
internal  conflict  about  Jeffs  homosex- 
uality occurs  when  she  realizes  that 
every  time  she  has  thought  of  Jeff  and  a 
lover,  over  the  years,  she  has  involun- 
tarily visualized  the  image  of  "two  young 
bodies  entwined,  the  vision  that  had 
sprung  at  her  with  such  ferocity  thai  very 
first  night  so  long  ago.  thai  vision  she 
had.  a  hundred  times  since,  banished, 
only  to  have  it  leap  out  at  her  on  unpre- 
dictable occasions,  as  savage  as  ever." 
How  does  she  finally  come  to  terms  with 
this  anti -homosexual  disgust?  With  the 
aid  of  the  Wolfenden  Report  She  real- 
izes: 

II  la  a  question  ol  privacy.  Jeff's  as  much 
as  anybody  else's  It  is  a  matter  ol  good 
taste,  ol  a  decern  decorum,  your  taste, 
your  decorum  Remember  it  and  you 

a  threshold  and  she  had  just  crossed  it 
In  sum.  Tessa  still  cannol  stand  the 
thought  of  Jeff  sucking  cock  (that  blond 
athlele!  that  young  doctor!)  or  whatever 
she  imagines,  and  the  same  is  nol  true 
of  homosexuality  -  obviously,  if  Tessa 
does  nol  have  equivalent  visions  about 
Nate  and  Margie,  as  the  novel  care- 
fully  points  out,  it  is  not  because  those 
visions  would  be  "ferocious  and  savage.' 
Bu!  she  realizes  that  Jeff  has  the  nght  of 
pnvacy.  Whaf  a  cop-outt  This  obviously 
makes  the  ending  ot  the  novel,  in  which 
Jeff  and  his  lover  come  home  for  Christ- 
mas, a  fantasy  and  a  sham,  since  if  Jeff 
has  any  intuitive  power  at  all  he  will 
sense  that  Tessa  sfill  finds  the  idea  of 
his  sex  life  literally  unthinkable. 

The  real  question  isn't  and  never  has 
been  one  of  "decorum,"  "taste"  and 
"pnvacy ".  these  are  all  discriminatory 
standards,  since  they  are  not  applied  to 
heterosexuals.  An  attempt  to  overcome 
anu-homosexualism  which  proceeds  lo 
Ifiis  point  and  no  further  has  in  fact  sub- 
stituted one  liberal  pre/udice  lor  another. 
As  important  as  the  authors  concep- 
tion ol  what  gay  liberation  is.  is  her  idea 
ol  how  it  occurs.  Here  the  stony  ot  Jeffs 
family  and  the  account  of  social  change 
in  the  last  third  of  the  book  mesh  with 
each  other  The  heterosexuals  whom  we 
have  seen  close  up  in  Jeffs  family. 
decent  people  struggling  to  understand 
and  accept,  are  also  the  people  who  run 
society,  whom  we  do  not  see  close  up 
but  who  act  m  the  same  way. 

The  achievement  of  gay  liberation  in 
this  novel  results  from  the  dissident 
movement  within  the  psychiatric  pro- 
fession This  theme  becomes  more  and 
more  important  through  the  last  third  of 
the  novel,  until  the  Amencan  Psychiat- 
ric Association's  declassification  ol 
homosexuality  as  a  psychiatnc  disorder 
becomes  !he  subclimax  ol  the  book, 
immediately  preceding  the  lovers'  Christ 
mas  visit  on  Ihe  third  page  from  last  The 
author  apparently  believes  not  that  the 
APA  retreated  under  pressure,  but  that 
,   its  action  resulted  from  conscientious  re- 
,  thinking  and  thai  this  is  itself  a  major 
cause  of  change  As  soon  as  Tessa 


hears  of  the  work  of  dissident  psychia- 
trists (in  1966)  she  offers  the  following 
description  of  how  social  change  occurs. 
Analysis  would  change  society  itself 
would  change."  Though  the  APA  is 
mentioned  (240)  in  a  list  ot  institutions 
where  gay  protests  have  occurred,  the 
and  a  few  other  short  references  are  the 
only  mention  of  gay  protest,  and  there's 
no  suggestion  that  these  or  gay  activism 
in  general  had  much  to  do  with  the 
outcome. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  the  conscience  ol 
good  liberals,  in  this  book,  which 
changes  the  self-conception  ol  gays,  and 
not  the  other  way  around.  The  symbol  of 
these  liberals  in  the  novel  (aside  from 
Tessa  (herself)  is  Jeffs  brother-in-law 
Nate.  It  is  straining  probability  to  have. 
as  the  author  does,  a  family  in  1960 
containing  both  a  gay  brother  and  a 
brother-in-law  who  is  independently 
investigating  police  harassment  of  gays. 
But  although  it  would  be  more  plausible 
for  Nate  to  develop  this  interest  after 
learning  about  Jeff,  apparently  the  author 
feels  it  important  for  Nate's  interest  to  be 
totally  independent.  The  author's  theme 
is  precisely  that  the  mistreatmani  of 
homosexuals  prompted  this  concerned 
heterosexual  to  try  to  change  things, 
without  any  influence  by  homosexuals 
themselves.  In  fact,  it  is  this  which 
influences  the  gays,  after  Nate  first  talks 
about  the  cops,  the  author  tells  us  Ihe 
following,  in  the  baby  talk  which  is  her 
idea  of  how  1 7-year-olds  think; 

Through  the  rosl  at  dinner  and  then  all 
evening  long,  jetf  kept  hearing  Nate's 
voice.  .  It  was  exciting  and  wonderful;  he 
tetl  lifted  up  and  yel  marvelous.  K  was  the 
ftrsi  time  anybody  ' 
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When  you  put  ii  all  together,  you  just 
to  feel  thai  there  was  something  in  Nate 
that  was  one  hell  of  a  kit  different  from 
whal  you  always  expected  in  people 
Later,  it's  Nate  who  tells  Jeff  about  the 
dissident  psychiatnsts  (whom  Nate 
learned  about  Irom  Tessa,  of  course). 
The  news.  Nate  lefts  Tessa,  hit  Jeff  "like 
a  ton  ol  bncks."  Later  still,  it's  Nate,  the 
reporter,  who  drags  a  reluctant  Jeff  off  to 
what  turns  out  to  be  the  first  Stonewall 
riot.  Though  Jeff  goes  back  into  the 
close!  hghl  afterwards,  the  expehence 
(we  are  told,  by  Tessa  ol  course)  "had 
triggered  some  new  force  for  him,  or 
activated  some  dormanl  one,"  so  that 
nearly  four  years  later  he  is  able  to  come 
out  to  Or  Svrns,  the  "tremendous  guy  " 
And  that's  how  gay  liberation  happens,  in 
this  book. 

Of  course,  there  are  plenty  ol  closet 
gays,  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
who  have  never  come  out.  But  there  are 
also  non-closet  gays  and  activists.-  and 
although  a  phrase  suggests  thai  Jeffs 
musical  lover  might  be  one,  we  never 
see  the  lover,  and  we  never  see  an 
activist.  Tessa  sees  some,  on  television, 
but  none  ever  appears  directly  in  the 
book's  action  Bad  brother  Don  sees 

He  saw  only  the  extremists  in  Ihe  gay 


offs  and  freaks  and  TV  grabbers."  Once 
or  twice  she  had  pointed  out  that  every 
new  movement  had  its  extremists 

That's  us.  We  noted  at  the  Stonewall 
(hundreds  of  us  were  there  without 
straight  reporters  to  escort  us);  we 
marched  the  next  week  and  the  next 
year;  we  lormed  the  new  organizations, 
the  new  movement,  and  that  movement 
(both  its  rise  and  decline)  made  this  book 
possible.  Don  frankly  dislikes  us.  and 
Tessa...  linds  us  embarrassing,  as  she 
finds  Jeffs  cocksu  eking  embarrassing 
but  you  have  lo  take  the  thick  with  the 
thin.  When  the  movement  is  not  so  new. 
the  "extremists   will  get  discouraged. 
And  so  they  did.  and  the  result  is  this 
outrageous  book 

Throughout  Consenting  Adult  it  is 
Tessa  and  Nate  who  are  active  and 
conscious,  the  gays  themselves  remain 
unconscious.  Jeff  lashes  out  instinctively 
for  privacy,  but  he  does  not  think  very 
much  aboul  homosexuality  or  social 
prejudice  Nate  and  Tessa  think  about 
this  a"greai  deal;  they  know  more  about 
gay  liberation  than  the  gays  in  the  book 

Jeff's  unconsciousness  is  a  valid 
expression  of  the  author's  theme.  This 
theme  is  that  liberals  have  won  gay 
liberation  tot  gay  people  By  the  presen- 
tation of   change    in  and  through  the 


psychiatric  profession,  it  is  made  clear 
that  the  "extremists'  on  television  are  at 
besl  incidental,  at  worst  a  hindrance  to 
progress.  Along  with  Jeff,  society 
remains  unconscious  unlil  the  APA  (i.e.. 
people  like  Tessa)  changes  it  Liberals 
wish  the  oppressed  to  be,  if  not  as 
apolitical  as  Jeff,  only  as  conscious  and 
as  demanding  as  will  keep  them 
subservient  to  liberals. 

Activity  & 
Consciousness 

Consenting  Adult  could  never  have 
been  written  if  not  lor  the  real  gay 
movement,  the  one  which  embarrasses 
the  author  so  much  that  she  reduces  it  lo 
a  few  bnef  references.  Thousands  of 
individual  and  collective  acts  of  genuine 
courage,  Irom  the  first  marches  to  Merle 
Miller's  lonely  article  ol  1971 ,  prepared 
the  ground  lor  this  book,  which  claims  to 
be  more  danng  than  they  because  it 
alone  examines  the  really  important 
question,  the  suffering,  uplift  and  trans- 
formation which  homosexuality  has 
caused  for  heterosexuals  That  Consen- 
ting Adult  has  been  received  with  praise 
is  nol  a  sign  ol  social  matunty.  as  its 
author  presumably  thinks,  but  ol  the 
decline  of  the  gay  movement  and  the 
failure  to  resolve  the  issues  raised  by  it. 

Like  this  novel,  the  radical  gay  move- 
ment never  transcended  its  middle- 
class  character  A  thousand  times  better 
middle-class  radicalism  than  middle-class 
respectability I  Nevertheless,  since  single- 
issue  middle-class  radicalism  is  inherent- 
ly unstable,  the  movement  declined.  The 
activists  who  became  more  radical, 
lacking  a  social  vision  and  class  analysis 
to  realize  revolutionary  aims,  drifted  into 


pnva&sm  or  social  service;  the  pragma- 
lists  became  more  conservative  (or 
rather,  no  longer  had  lo  adapl  to  the 
radicals),  and  went  into  pressure-group 
politics  directed  al  the  Democratic  Party. 
The  issues  raised  by  the  movement 
remain   "Consenting  adults."  "in  pnvale," 
and  "arrested  development"  remain  dis- 
criminatory, an  b- homosexual  standards 
They  will  be  challenged  -  but  not  by  this 
book,  § 

Consenting  Adult  appropriates  the 
gay  struggle  and  blocks  it  out,  making 
Jeff,  the  novel's  only  example  ol  a 
homosexual,  change  as  a  result  ol 
Tessa.  Nate  and  the  APA  This  is  as 
false  as  Jeffs  tribute  to  Tessa  for 
keeping  up  with  the  doctor's  bills. 
Consenting  Adult  is  really  the  opening 
shot  m  a  liberal  anti-gay  counter-revo- 
lution proceeding  under  the  guise  ol 
being  pro-gay  This  follows  a  pattern 
already  familiar  from  the  liberal  response 
to  black  activism.  At  a  certain  point  (i.e.. 
when  the  radical  blacks  had  been 
crushed)  liberals  grew  tired  ol  kowtowing 
to  radical  black  ideology  (as  they  under- 
stood it)  and  began  to  ridicule  ft  instead, 
losing  sight  of  the  continuing  race 
oppression  underneath  So  now  Con- 
senting Adult  in  one  breath  says,    . 
"These  people  are  taking  up  all  the 
space  with  their  problems  -  I  warn  to  be 
heard."  and  in  the  next  breath,  "Why 
don't  you  appreciate  us  -  it  is  our  con- 
cern which  has  changed  society  for  the 
better     In  eilher  voice.  Consenting 
Adult  is  really  an  attempt  to  annihilate 
gays  altogether,  and  to  produce  a  view 
of  homosexual  liberation  in  which 
homosexuals  are  not  necessary  □ 


Film 


Dog  Day  Afternoon 

Sidney  Lumet  (director) 

With  enough  basis  in  fact  to  be 
"stranger  than  fiction".  Dog  Day  After- 
noon had  lo  be  a  winner,  for  a  number 
of  reasons  -  not  the  least  of  which  is  a 
brilliant  performance  by  Al  Pacino.  Throw 
in  a  homosexual  robber,  a  sex-change 
operation,  a  zany  circus  of  errors  -  well, 
people  flock. 

The  homosexual  element  is  more  dif- 
ficult to  assess  this  time  around.  Al 
Pacino  s  Sonny  is  no  stereotype.  He  is 
indistinguishably  gay  and  the  film  effec- 
tively exploits  the  heterosexual  assump- 
tion' for  the  surpnse  twist.  We  do  not 
learn  aboul  Sonny's  gayness  until  his 
wife'  is  revealed  to  be  a  man  The  mom- 
ent of  revelation,  as  Leon  emerges  from 
the  police  car  bathrobed  and  dishevelled 
(straight  Irom  a  stomach -pumped  night  ai 
the  mental  hospital  afier  a  suicide 
attempt),  is  ihe  focal  point  of  Ihe  film. 

The  emotional  buildup  climaxes  there 
The  film  rapidly  begins  to  degenerate 
thereafter,  and  dwindle  to  |ust  another 
genre  film  with  a  gimmick.  The  gay 


viewer  must  part  company  from  the 
straight  one  at  this  poinl  as  well. 
because  s/he  will  be  much  more  aware 
of  the  nol  so  subtle  shift  in  attitude  which 
follows. 

Up  to  that  moment  the  viewer  was  tan- 
talized by  a  number  of  excltjng  elements 
The  opening  shots  of  New  York  City, 
with  their  juxtapositions  of  poverty  and 
privilege,  affluence  and  squalor  (including 
one  striking  view  of  the  Manhattan  sky- 
line from  a  white-stoned  expanse  of 
cemetery)  led  several  viewers  to  expect 
a  film  with  some  critical  social  perspec- 
tive. 1  think,  however,  that  it  was  only  a 
standard  set-piece,  le.  a  look  at  Nbw 
York  in  all  its  diversity  You  know  Ihe 
implication:  anything  can  happen  here 

The  bank  robbers,  refreshingly,  are 
just  ordinary  guys  without  experience  or 
an  impossibly  clever  scheme.  They  make 
the  same  mistakes  anyone  might  have 
made  in  trying  to  rob  a  bank.  Sonny  is 
enormously  appealing  and  we  identify 
with  him 

He  becomes  a  kind  of  instant  lolk 
hero  The  people  ol  Ihe  neighborhood 
cheer  him,  as  he  does  whal  we  all  would 
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like  lo  do  -  cow  the  authorities,  turn  the 
taWes  and  De  other  than  powerless  lor 
lust  once  Sonny  shouts  at  the  cops  lo 
put  away  their  guns  -  and  they  do!  His 
Hair  lor  street  theatre  -  the  throwing  ol 
paper  money  lo  the  crowd,  his  Attica  list 
-  is  unemng  Even  the  hostages  m  the 
bank  forget  their  identification  with  their 
employe',  the  bank,  and  worry  about 
each  other  and  aboul  Sonny. 

The  mass  media  is  shown  10  be  utterly 
rapacious  in  its  exploitations!  the  situ- 
ation -  anything  to  get  a  diverting  human 

But  it  all  changes  when  Sonny  is  dis- 
covered lo  be  gay  The  ripple  of  discov- 
ery throughout  the  theatre  audience 
swells,  is  given  a  voice  by  the  curious 
crowd  outside  the  bank  Admiration  turns 
to  disbelief,  contempt.  No  homosexual 
watching  could  fail  to  be  affected  by  this 
graphic  demonstralion  of  homophobia  at 
work  -  Ihe  sudden  insults,  the  smirks  of 
I  he  policemen,  the  jeers  ol  the  mob. 

But  the  director  isn't  interested  in  the 
phenomenon  ot  homophobia  The  trad- 
itional resolution  ot  the  bank  robbery  film 
has  to  occur  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
lime  before  the  robbers  are  caught  or 
killed,  the  hostages  freed  By  now.  of 
course,  we  can  see  that  we  are  really 
dealing  with  a  freak,  a  clown  Granted 
we've  been  inched  into  liking  him,  but 
Ihe  revelation  makes  his  capture 
palatable  Does  anyone  doubl  it  will 
happen? 

Sonny  may  not  look  like  a  homosexu- 
al, but  he  is  certainly  disturbed:  that  is 
what  most  people  who  might  have  had  a 
stereotype  (ieetingly  challenged  must  be 
left  lo  think.  Homosexuals  have  confused 
sexual  identities,  want  to  be  the  opposite 
sex,  simulate  heterosexual  marriages, 
are  sometimes  endeanng  but  always 
weak  or  erratic. 

Meanwhile  Ihe  homophobia  poisons 
everything    Sonny's  accomplice,  mis- 
lakenly  identified  as  gay.  demands  that 
the  media  retract  Ihe  atlnbulion,  ihereby 
demonstrating  to  those  who  chose  lo  see 
it  what  a  powerfully  derogatory  label  II 
still  is  Sonny's  only  supporters  now  are 
a  group  ol  garishly-painted  Gay  Lib 
demonstrators,  [he  toughs  from  the 
neighborhood  can  only  boo  and  cat-call. 
Sonny's  real  wife  is  depicted  as  a  gross 
fat  caricature  and  his  mother  as  an  in- 
sensilive  babbler  (Predictably.  Ihe 
Toronto  Star's  movie  reviewer  took  it  as 
a  given  that  they  "have  driven  him  to 
seek  another  kind  ol  love"). 

Whoever  it  was  in  the  publicity  depart- 
ment of  Warner  Bros  who  decided  lo 
change  the  name  from  Boys  In  the 
Bank  was  very  shrewd.  A  noisy  exploi- 
tation ol  homosexuality  |ust  doesn't  work 
so  well  any  more  It  lakes  a  mote 
complex  mixture  Ihese  days. 

by  Ed  Jackson.  ] 
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Is  Herbert's,  a  gay  voice,  the  kind  we 
need?  In  1967  rl  was  undeniably,  in  fact 
danngly  gay.  loud  and  clear  But  in  no 
way  can  if  be  heard  as  proud;  his  prison 
cell  seems  to  me  very  much  a  slitting 
closet  Who  could  respect  or  even  care 
about  any  ol  these  lour  pnsoners:  Rocky, 
a  gross  brainless  bully.  Oueenie.  the  only 
one  to  accept  his  sexuality  is  your  slock 
bitchy  vampire  (a  plummy  role,  lots  ol 
laughs  -  bul  a  real  horror),  and  the  hero 
-  I  use  the  term  loosely  -  turns  bad  and 
homosexual  belore  our  eyes,  he  doesn't 
come  out.  he  falls  in.  In  Mona  there  is 
promise,  he  doesn't  give  in  lo  Ihe  sysiem 
no  matter  what  torments  are  rained  on 
him,  but  somehow  Ihe  promise  gets  lost 
in  bathos,  and  Mona  simply  dissolves. 
No  one  is  left  for  us. 

I'm  sorry.  John  Herbert,  as  a  gay  man 
I  don't  believe  Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes 
anymore.  Bul  I  heard  in  it  a  compelling 
voice.  Are  you  silent  now? 

by  Michael  RlordonG 
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Fortune  and 
Men's  Eyes 

by  John  Herbert, 

directed  by  Graham  Harley. 

Phoenix  Theatre,  Toronto. 

Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes  is  exciting, 
laully  constructed  melodrama.  By  melo- 
drama' I  mean  you  mustn't  think  too 
much  aboul  it  or  holes  appear:  il  I  think 
aboul  it,  the  change  in  Smitty  (central 
character,  new  man  in  the  jail  cell)  Irom 
submissive  angel  lo  operative  devil  over- 
siretches  my  suspension  of  disbeltet,  il  I 
think  aboul  if,  all  the  characters  assume 
cartoon  dimensions.  Bul  if  I  don't  think 
aboul  it,  its  good  theatre,  rare  enough 
The  Phoenix  production  was  swiftly 
directed  by  Graham  Harley  The  acting 
was  as  il  otten  is  in  Canadian  iheatre,  a 
bil  out  of  control  -  for  me,  it  was  loo 
purple  on  top  of  verging  -on-  purple  writing 

Herbert's  is  an  angry  voice,  even 
furious  As  a  prison  play,  this  one  may 
be  even  more  affecting  now  than  in  1967 
when  it  was  firs!  published,  now  its  view 
ol  prison  rot  is  horribly  confirmed  by 
recent  events  in  penitentiaries  such  as 
Soledad,  Attica  and  Millhaven 


Lesbianism  and  the 
Women's  Movement 

Nancy  Myron  and 
Charlotte  Bunch  (eds) 
Diana  Press,  1975.  $2.25 
-  This  book  is  a  collection  of  articles 
compiled  from  the  lesbian  publication 
The  Furies.  It  is  authored  by  8  different 
women  and  one  collective  and  covers  a 
wide  range  of  topics  that  make  lor 
particularly  interesting  reading,  but  at  Ihe 
same  time  it  aspires  to  be  at  least  the 
beginnings  of  a  comprehensive  analysis 
ol  the  oppression  of  women  and  the 
struggle  against  it  They  call  this  analysis 
lesbian -feminism.  And  I  must  warn  you 
now  that  as  a  lesbian  and  a  feminist,  it  is 
an  analysts  with  which  I  disagree. 

This  analysis  boils  down  lo  two  basic 
elements   Firstly  thai  women  constitute 
Ihe  first  oppressed    class"  in  human  his- 
tory, and  secondly,  that  Ihe  way  that  (his 
class  is  going  to  alleviate  that  oppres- 
sion is  by    separatism '.  By  this  Ihey 
mean  all  women  withdrawing  them- 
setves  from  any  and  all  contact  with 
men.  including  and  especially  from 
heterosexual  relations  with  them.  This 
compilation  contains  no  clear  "battle 
plan   for  how  half  of  the  world's  popu- 
lation is  going  to  come  to  understand 
and  act  upon  this  analysis. 

The  book  does  make  two  importani 
and  correct  points   1    that  lesbianism  is 
political  and  2  thai  it  is  not  enough  for 
women  to  express  anger  over,  or  simply 
talk  about  our  oppression  -  women  must 
be  organized  But  ai  no  point  do  Ihey 
explain  how  lo  organize  women,  and  I 
think  I  have  quite  a  different  concept 
than  they  ol  the  meaning  of  the 
statement  that    lesbianism  is  political" 
Lesbianism  and  the  Women's  Move- 
ment stales  at  one  point   Lesbianism 


politically  organized   is  the  greatest 
threat  to  male  supremacy  "  I  don'l  know 
about  "the  greatest"  (I  doubl  the  value  ol 
weighing  struggles  lor  social  change 
againsl  one  another  like  thai),  but  it  does 
indeed  represent  a  potentially  powerful 
force.  This  potential  does  not  he  in  the 
(perhaps  pleasant,  at  times)  daydream  ol 
converting  all  women  to  love  lor  each 
other  and  then  thumbing  our  collective 
nose  at  our  then-former  oppressors 

Lesbianism  is  political  because  oppres- 
sion is  political,  and  lesbians  are  oppres- 
sed. Contrary  to  the  thesis  ol  this  book, 
a  woman  loday  who  embraces  lesbian- 
ism is  far  from  being  a  slep  closer  to 
liberation  by  thai  very  act,  ralher.  she  be- 
comes subject  to  an  additional  torm  of 
oppression  from  the  world  in  which  she 
musl  survive.  Lesbianism  is  an  important 
and  complex  political  concern  because 
thai  oppression  entails  more  than  just 
discrimination  based  on  age-old  preju- 
dice that  can  be  legislated  away   Les- 
bians are  pnmanly  identified  as  and  op- 
pressed as  women  by  a  society  which 
maintains  the  enslavement  (in  many  dif- 
ferent forms  around  the  world}  of  the 
female  hall  of  its  population.  Lesbians 
are  doubly  oppressed  because  this  same 
society  has  long  decreed  homosexual 
lifestyles  as  unnatural,  illegal,  perverse, 
el  cetera.  Freedom  for  women  and  lor 
homosexuals  will  only  be  brought  aboul 
when  some  very  fundamental  changes 
take  place  in  this  society,  and  this  is  also 
very  political . 

Gay  women  represent  an  organic  link 
between  two  forces  thai  have  a  basic 
interest  in  the  complele  re-structuring  of 
our  society  -  women  and  homosexuals 
ol  both  sexes.  These  two  groups  cons- 
titute two  very  powerful  potential  mutual 
allies.  The  natures  of  their  respective 
oppressions  share  many  common  lac- 
tors,  and  ihe  tnslilu lions  Ihey  lace  in 
fighting  that  oppression  are  often  the 
same:  the  church,  the  family,  the  state, 
marriage,  the  media  Lesbians  by  their 
very  existence  are  crucial  to  one  day 
forging  this  alliance. 
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it  b  lor  this  reason  that  I  believe  the 
conlnbutors  lo  Lesbianism  and  the 
Women's  Movement  make  a  senous 
mistake  in  writing  olf  bolh  the  "male"  gay 
liberation  movement  and  much  ol  tt» 
'  straight "  women's  liberation  movement. 
In  my  experience,  lesbians  who  are  fem- 
inists are  quite  capable  of  standing  up  lo 
straight  bigotry  in  the  women's  move- 
ment and  whatever  male  chauvinism  still 
remains  in  the  gay  movement  and  at  the 
same  time  very  effectively  building  the 
struggles  of  these  movements  thai  are  in 
Ihe  interests  of  lesbians 

Similarly.  I  think  there  is  an  error  in 
wnting  ofl  the  struggle  of  both  of  these 
movemenis  for  civil  rights  as  somehow 
less  than  political  and  not  a  senous 
concern  in  the  overall  fight  against 
oppression,  Lesbianism  and  Ihe 
Women's  Movement  fails  hopelessly  to 
provide  a  strategy  lor  the  implementation 
ol  even  (heir  own  analysis  The  milHani 
and  activist  wings  ol  both  the  feminist 
and  gay  liberation  movements  have 
proved  that  Ihey  have  a  strategy  and  that 
they  can  realty  get  somewhere  with  it. 

I  am  referring  ol  course  to  the  strategy 
Ol  mass -oriented,  public  action  lor  crvil 
rights.  It  is  this  strategy  that  has  brought 
the  gay  movement  to  the  attention  ol  mil- 
lions of  people  around  the  world  in 
recent  years  and  has  helped  it  win  some 
important  initial  gains.  II  is  this  strategy 
thai  brought  down  the  U.S.  and  seriously 
undermined  the  German  and  French 
anti-abortion  laws.  The  effectiveness  of 
this  strategy  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  makes 
use  ol  Ihe  most  powerful  weapon  in  the 
hands  of  the  oppressed  -  their  numbers 
And  it  speaks  to  them  by  speaking  to 
their  immediate  needs:  women  need 
abortions  and  divorce  immediately,  gays 
need  some  immediate  legislative  pro- 
tection from  Ihe  constant  discn  mi  nation 
we  lace  With  this  strategy  we  have 
proved  thai  we  can  win  some  ol  these 
things,  and  this  too  is  very  important  We 
begin  to  alleviate  Ihe  daily  misery  in 
countless  lives  at  the  same  time  as 
Ihese  victories  push  our  movements  tor- 
ward.  As  Ihese  movements  are  buiH, 
increasing  numbers  of  oppressed  women 
and  gay  people  are  brought  lo  an  awpre- 
ness  of  and  into  struggle  against  their 
oppression  This  is  the  best  way  lhat 
women  in  general  and  lesbians  in 
particular  can  organize  and  be-organized 

II  is  not  only  unnecessary,  it  is  also 
impossible  to  proceed  with  a  struggle  as 
important  and  as  targe  as  Ihe  struggle 
againsl  Ihe  oppression  of  women  (nol  to 
mention  gay  people)  by  first  getting 
agreement  on  a  common  analysis.  We 
are  dealing  with  half  the  world's  popu- 
lation as  a  force  that  must  be  mobilized  - 
brought  into  struggle  This  can  best  be 
accomplished  m  the  greatest  possible 
numbers  around  the  concrete  concerns 
of  women's  daily  lives  -  not  an  abstract 
theory. 

The  role  of  feminists  and  lesbian  fem- 
inists alike  must  be  to  help  this  process 
that  is  going  on  oblivious  to  the 
theoretical  deltoerations  we  undertake. 
So  our  deliberations  must  concern  them- 
selves with  the  best  way  to  unity  and  lead 
these  struggles 

At  the  same  time,  yes,  some  basic 
conclusions  must  be  drawn  aboul  the 
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nature  of  our  oppression  and  the  fight 
againsl  8,  and  they  musl  be  drawn  nol 
only  (or  ourselves,  out  lor  all  women 
engaged  in  struggle  But,  they  must  be 
the  correci  conclusions  (the  lesbian- 
femmisl  analysis  doesn'l  qualify)   These 
lessons  will  be  brought  forward,  best 
explained  and  undersiood,  in  (he  come*! 
of  struggle 

by  Chris  Bearchell 

The  specific  problems  with  the  two 
main  tenets  ol  the  lesbian-lemmist 
analysis  will  be  dealt  with  in  a  review 
next  issue  of  Amazon  Odyssey,  a 
coMecfion  ol  articles  by  Ti-Grace  Atkin- 
son one  ol  the  leading  proponents  of 
this  theory. 

Angels  of  the  Lyre 

Winston  Leyland  (ed) 

Panjandrum  Press  and 

Gay  Sunshine  Press,  1975.  $4.95 

The  preseni  volume  wilh  its  57  poets 
and  248  pages  is  the  most  comprehen- 
sive collection  of  contemporary  Gay 
poetry  to  date,  and  I  hope  if  will  be  con- 
sidered a  pioneering  work  '  So  says 
editor  Winston  Leyland  in  his  introduc- 
tion lo  the  mosf  recent  anthology  ot  gay 
poetry,  Angels  of  the  Lyre.  Now,  it 
would  be  uncharitable  ot  anyone  to  sneer 
at  Leyland  s  desire  lo  raise  gay  cultural 
consciousness,  bul  surely  we  might  point 
out  (hat  comprehensiveness,  at  least  in 
the  sphere  ot  poetry  anthologizing,  is  not 
necessarily  a  virtue   Ideally,  it  a  person 
sits  down  to  compile  an  anthology  ot 
Victonan  poetry,  he/she  does  nol  include 
every  ihird-rate  poet  who  ever  put  pen  lo 
paper.  Space,  for  one  thing,  would 
prevent  [his,  quality,  for  another,  would 
act  as  a  check  on  even  the  most  ardenl 
obscurantist.  Granted,  gay  poetry  is  cert- 
ainly not  as  exhaustive  a  field  as 
Victonan  poetry,  bul,  among  gay  poets, 
we  can  be  asi  several  ol  as  eminent  a 
stature  as  any  of  the  most  anthologized 
Victonans:  namely  Edward  Field.  Allen 
Ginsberg,  Paul  Goodman,  Ed  Lacey,  and 
Ian  Young  -  to  keep  within  Leyland's 
chosen  limits,  i.e..  North  Amencan  poets. 
Outside  North  America,  we  have  men 
like  James  Kirkup,  James  Uddy,  John 
Lehmann.  supenor  poets  all  Ot  course, 
someone  mighl  well  say,  "But  you  can't 
have  the  same  poets  in  every  antholo- 
gy", and  we  agree   However,  we  feel 
thai  there  is  enough  good  work  being 
done  to  fill  any  number  of  gay  antholo- 
gies without  lowering  standards  of 
quality.  Which  brings  us  back  to  Angels 
of  the  Lyre 

there  is  something  at  I -American  hokey 
about  Leyland's  emphasis  on  compre- 
hensiveness, you  know.  "We  have  the 
biggesi  trees,  me  fastest  ice-skaters,  and 
the  most  comprehensive  anthology  ol 
gay  poetry  in  the  world!"  etc.  The  fact  is 
Angels  contains  a  greal  deal  too  much 
mediocre  verse  by  second  and  third-rate 
poets  beside  which  poems  like  Sill 
Barber's  "Senal  Poem",  Kirby  Congdon's 
nveting  "Jagannath '.  Wayne  McNeills    I 
Wonder  if  Veriairte  Held  Rimbaud",  and 
the  lovely  "Boy  Muse.  Uranian  Roses  for 
Strafo"  by  Tom  Meyer  are  like  gulps  ot 
clean  air.  The  predominating  inferior 
verse  ranges  from  the  atrocious,  Ira 
Cohen's  -  well  anything  by  Ira  Cohen  will 
do,  to  the  embarrassing.  Victor  Borsa's 
poems  -  with  lines  like  "the  shadows  ol 
your  mind",  ail  he  needs  is  music  by  Bun 
Bacharach;  to  the  (edious.  like  the  flatu- 
lenL  sell-indulgent  ramblings  ol  sell- 
styled  New  York  poet.  Frank  O'Hara  - 
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surely  the  most  over-rated  poet  who  ever 
breathed,  to  the  sad  and  squalid.  John 
Wieners  "Ballade ",  lor  example  Doesn'l 
Leyland  realize  thai  bong  gay  is  no 
excuse  for  bad  poetry'  Also,  otherwise 
good  poets  are  badly  represented  Tim 
Dlugos  and  Robert  Duncan,  to  name  bul 
two,  have  both  written  much  better 
poetry  man  that  which  is  represented  in 
Angels.  _ 

Compare  this  anihoiogy  to  The  Male 
Muse,  and  Leyland's  collection  looks  bad 
indeed.  Sure  nol  all  poetry  in  TMM  is 
great  (my  own  oontributxms  number 
among  the  weakest),  bul  rl  shows  that 
some  edilona)  sensitivity  and  |udicxxis 
restraint  were  exercised  in  Ihe 
compilation  ot  the  anthology.  Leyland 
has  clearly  shown  he  understands 
neither.  This  extends  even  to  the  design 
of  Hie  book,  from  its  dull  and 
unprepossessing  cover  (with  its  nearly 
illegible  subtitle)  to  its  gratuitous 
inclusion  ot  a  handlul  ot  indifferent 
graphics  (the  Czanara  &  Bramard 
excepted),  just  to  fill  up  space,  we  feel 

Before  leaving  Angels  we  should  look 
once  more  at  the  introduction  in  which 
Leyland  makes  several  faux  pas.  Fiisl  he 
cites  the  title  ol  Ed  Lacey  s  premiere 
volume  of  poetry  inaccurately,  the  cor- 
rect title  is  Forms  of  Loss,  not  Forms 
of  Love  Also,  F  O  Call's  Sonnets  for 
Youth  has  become  Sonnets  of  Youth 
(Well  (here  is  a  difference!)  From  a  list 
of  anthologies  which  pre-dated  Angels, 
he  omits  E.V.  Gntfith's  In  Homage  to 
Prlapus.  published  by  Greenleaf  Press 
in  1970  (containing  poetry  by  Tom 
Meyer.  Orlando  Pahs.  John  Rechy.  and 
Jonathan  Williams  lo  name  only  a  lew); 
and.  later  on.  castigates  Ian  Young  lor 
passing  over  Frank  O'Hara,  Jack  Sptcer, 
and  Steven  Jonas  in  the  compilation  ol 
The  Male  Muse.  These  poets,  Leyland 
claims,  are  seminal  poets.  To  be  sure, 
they  have  their  admirers  and  imitators, 
but  Ihey  were  hardly  seminal  to  the 
growth  of  liberated  gay  poetry.  Ginsberg, 
Goodman,  and  Wieners  are  more  likely 
candidates  lor  thai  honour  as  they, 
unlike  O'Hara  and  Jonas  anyway,  were 
publicly  out  ol  the  closet  by  the  late 
fifties.  And  whal  aboul  Leyland's  own 
omissions'  What  about  Dennis  Cooper 
or  Gavin  Dillard  or  Thorn  Gunn  who  has 
lived  in  Ihe  US  tor  some  twenty  years 
and  is  undoubtedly  one  ol  the  best  poets 
anywhere?  The  work  ot  any  one  of  these 
is  more  inleresting  than  all  (he  poems  of 
Ed  Cox,  Robert  Gluck,  Michael  Lalry. 
Gemtt  Lansing,  Charty  Shfvely,  Richard 
Taggett  er  al  taken  together. 

NOTE.  In  case  I  have  discouraged 
anyone  trom  investigating  Angels  for 
himself,  I  should  add  thai,  though 
Angels  as  an  anthology  is  pretty  awful, 
the  good  things  in  ii  are  worth  (he  54.95. 
As  well  as  the  four  poems  mentioned 
above,  (here  are  a  lew  buried  treasures 
io  be  unearthed:  Ed  Lacey  s  "Ramon" 
and  "Kite-Boys ",  Taylor  Mead's  amusing 
"Anonymous  Diary  of  a  New  York 
Youth".  Robert  Peters,  "On  being 
(lavished  by  an  Angel",  and  Ian  Young's 
"Sky/Eyes"  and  "Epping". 

by  Graham  Jackson  Q 
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Toward  a  Scientific 
Analysis  of  the 
Question. 


Gay 


Los  Angeles  Research  Group. 
Box  1362.  Cudahy  CA  90201 
$.75 

These  two  pamphlets  were  written  to  an- 
swer an  anti-gay  statement  produced  by 
a  U.S.  leftwing  group  called  the  Revo- 
lutionary Union  (RU)  They  illustrate  two 
different  reactions  lo  the  ignorance  and 
hostility  that  gay  libera tionists  have  often 
found  on  the  left. 

The  Stalino-LeninlBt  Guide  to  Love 
and  Sex  is  an  anarchist-type  reaction   It 


is  basically  a  repnnt  ot  the  RU  state- 
ment accompanied  by  cartoons,  pictures 
and  quotations  satinzing  it.  There  is  also 
an  introduction  which  (ells  us  the 
pamphlet  was  produced  from  a  male 
perspective'  and  reveals  enough  ot  the 
authors'  anarchistic  outlook  to  enable  the 
reader  to  take  the  satire  as  senous.  nol 
tongue-in-cheek. 

The  cartoons  are  quile  amusing  They 
satin? e  middle  class  people  who  talk 
aboul  the  need  lo  combat  sexism  while 
falling  to  examine  then  own  sexisl  preju- 
dices But  when  you  add  ihe  pictures  ot 
religious  and  communist  leaders  and 
quotations  trom  and  about  the  socialist 
slates,  the  overall  effeel  becomes  des- 
(ructive.  The  message  seems  lo  be  thai 
anti-gay ness  is  inevitable  because  (here 
are  not  two  different  social  systems 
competing  in  the  world  today  (capitalism 
and  socialism)  bul  only  one.  what  they 
call  the  male-dominated  East  /West 
social  syslem  ol  capital  accumulation, 
whatever  that  is. 

The  thing  turns  out  !o  be  a  comic 
attack  not  on  the  U.S.  left  but  on  the 
socialist  slates  -  an  anarchist  contribu- 
tion lo  keeping  the  Cold  War  spirit  alive. 
Its  response  lo  (he  (reatment  of  gays  in 
socialisl  countries  is  nol  based  on  asking 
why.  Instead,  we  gel  a  display  ol  the 
usual  anarchist  habit  ol  denouncing 
everything  that  gives  off  what  used  to  be 
called  bad  vibes. 


The  wniers  begin  by  demolishing  one 
by  one  ihe  RU  anti-gay  arguments  For 

instance,  there's  the  hoary  old  idea  that 
homosexuality  is  characteristic  ol  decay- 
ing societies  This  collapses  in  the  face 
at  anthropological  tact  Unlike  prostitution 
(the  RU  says  prostitutes  and  homosexu- 
als will  be  're-educaied  under  socialism) 
homosexuality  exisls  and  has  existed  in 
alt  sections  ol  every  known  human 
society.  Then  there's  Ihe  more  recent 
view  that  male  homosexuality  reinforces 
male  chauvinism  because  it's  an  'es- 
cape' from  women.  The  authors  ol  Ihe 
pamphlet  point  oul  tirsi  that  heierosexu- 
als  could  equally  well  be  charged  with 
Irying  to  escape  Irom  same-sex  relations 
and  second  that  sexism  cannot  be  ended 
by  persona)  struggle  because  il  is  institu- 
tionalized in  the  family,  workplace  etc. 

Another  part  ot  Ihe  pamphlel  suggests 
a  basic  reason  for  gay  oppression:  "the 
role  of  the  lamily  under  class  society  is 
the  maintenance  and  perpetuation  ol  Ihe 
division  ot  labour  (between  the  sexes) 
(The  lamily  is)  Ihe  economic  institutional- 
ization ol  personal  relationships.  "  Gay 
relationships  ot  course  take  place 
outside  this  arrangement. 

Unfortunately,  since  Ihe  whole  pam- 
phlet is  written  lor  Marxists,  it  uses  the 
terminology  ol  Marxisl  political,  economic 
and  hislorical  theory  The  above  ideas 
only  make  sense  m  the  context  of  the 
theory  thai  the  motor  force  of  human 
society  is  the  conflict  between  the  chan- 
ging technology  people  use  lo  produce  a 
better  livelihood  and  Ihe  institutional 
relations  Ihey  enter  into  wilh  each  other 
lo  use  thai  technology  So  the  idea  is 
that  the  family  as  we  know  it  and  the  sex 
structure  incompatible  with  gayness  have 
been  necessary  to  organize  the  produc- 
tion of  the  things  people  need  to  live.  But 
this  is  changing.  The  'breakdown'  of  Ihe 
family  we  hear  about  in  the  papers  must 
be  looked  at  not  as  some  moral 
degeneracy  bul  as  the  beginning  of  a 
needed  reshaping  ol  institutions  as  the 
mdustnalization  ol  economic  production 
proceeds.  This,  then,  is  their  working 
hypothesis. 
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Cartoons  Irom  A  Stalino-Leninist  Guide  to  Love  and  Sex 


Mere  facts  pale  beside  monolithic 
forces  of  Evil  and  Good.  In  the  docu- 
ments on  gays  in  Cuba  at  the  end  ot  the 
pamphlet,  we  learn  (hat  Cuba  considers 
gayness  a  'social  pathology    Bul  there  is 
not  a  word  about  the  German  Demo- 
cratic Republic,  where  Nazi  anti-gay  laws 
were  wiped  out  and  not  replaced  by 
others,  which  puts  (he  GDR  miles  ahead 
of  West  Germany. 

The  place  of  gays  in  Cuba,  (he  Soviet 
Union  and  the  GDR  comes  from  different 
sets  of  historical  developments  In  Cuba 
there  was  the  role  ol  homosexual  prosti- 
tution for  Amencan  clients  before  Ihe 
revolution  In  the  Soviet  Union,  the  1934 
anti-gay  law  has  to  be  studied  as  part  ot 
ihe  development  of  the  urban  lamily  in  a 
largely  conservative  rural  society 

Whatever  faults  can  be  found  with 
these  societies,  anyone  senously 
concerned  for  gay  liberation  can  read 
through  the  media  propaganda  and  see 
that  (hey  are  not  basically  the  same  as 
ours  Only  a  serious  scientific  approach 
lo  the  present  anti-gayness  ol  socialists 
can  be  of  any  use. 

Such  an  approach  is  the  one  taken  by 
fhe  (en  gay  women  who  wrote  Toward  a 
Scientific  Analysis  of  the  Gay  Ques- 
tion This  begins,  as  they  say,  with  Ihe 
thorough  investigation  of  concrete  con- 
ditions, not  the  raising  of  one's  personal 
feelings  to  the  level  of  theory  or  (politic- 
al) line' 


The  last  part  of  the  pamphlet  deals 
with  (he  gay  movemeni  in  the  US  Bas- 
ically, the  writers  refute  the  RU's  critic- 
ism ol  the  movement  and  appeal  to 
Marxists  to  confront  their  subjective  prej- 
udices through  the  scientific  approach 
Marxists  espouse.  The  alternative  is  to 
lose  or  Jail  to  win  support  lor  socialism 
by  working  people  who  are  gay. 

The  first  pamphlet  makes  no  appeal 
for  change.  It  can't  because  such  appeals 
can  only  be  based  on  analysis  of  real 
situations,  that  can  reveal  how  things  are 
changing  now  and  how  political  action 
can  push  positive  changes  forward.  In 
the  anarchist's  mental  world,  nothing  is 
changing.  II  is  only  possible  lo  flail  around 
and  perhaps  hope  for  a  sudden  mass 
change  of  people's  ideas,  springing  Irom 
who  knows  what  mysterious  source 
within  (hem. 

The  women  who  wrote  the  second 
pamphlel  seek  by  organized  mass 
activity  to  direct  the  changing  nature  of 
oppressive  institutions.  Bul  our  satirisis 
are  wailing  around,  laughing  a  bit  to 
make  themselves  feel  good 

by  Brian  Mossop*'   , 
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Male  Homosexuals: 

Their  Problems  and  Adaptations 

Martins  S.  Weinberg 
and  Colin  J.  Williams 
Penguin  Books,  1975 

Male  and  Female 
Homosexuality: 

A  Comprehensive  Investigation 

Marcel  T  Sagir 
and  Eli  Robins 
Williams  and  Wilkins.  1973 

Whal  are  we  lo  say  when  social  science 
research  in  some  ways  conllicls  with  a 
gay  liberation  oullook  on  homosexuality'' 
Thai  is  the  problem  which  in  pan  these 
two  books  pose 

Both  (all  under  whal  is  described  as 
the  scientific  approach  to  the  study  of 
homosexuality  -  or  so  that  is  the  authors' 
intention,  and  their  methodology  and 
scholarly  accoutrements  lend  a  super- 
ficial credence  to  this  claim.  I  am  not 
totally  sympathetic  to  their  approach, 
although  I  would  not  for  a  moment  want 
to  demean  its  value.  Rather,  I  don't  want 
to  see  its  value  exaggerated,  t  will  say 
something  about  the  substance  ol  each 
study  and  then  will  elaborate  upon  my 
scepticism. 

The  first  commandment  in  the  psychi- 
atric decalogue  is  that  clinical  evidence 
is  sufficient  for  constructing  a  profile  ol 
the  homosexual.  On  that  dictum,  these 
two  studies  are  anathema  for  they 
employ  survey  research,  with  its  empha- 
sis on  statistical  significance,  as  the  true 
scientific  approach  to  the  study  of  homo- 
sexuality Sagir  and  Hobins  question- 
naired  89  gay  men  and  57  lesbians  and 
matched  them  with  31  and  43  straight 
■controls'  respectively  (lo  their  credit  they 
also  conducted  a  four -hour -long  inter- 
view with  each  proband')  Messrs  Wein- 
berg and  Williams'  study  is.  on  the  other 
hand,  cross-cultural.  They  received  2,432 
responses  to  a  145  item  questionnaire 
which  they  circulated  in  New  York  City, 
San  Francisco.  Holland  and  Denmark  (no 
interviews). 

Neither  of  these  studies  then  is  random 
or  representative  of  [he  gay  world 
and  thus,  as  both  sets  of  authors  admit, 
can  in  no  way  be  seen  as  a  composite 
picture  on  homosexuality  Their  difficulty 
is  to  stay  within  the  bounds  of  what  they 
can  legitimately  say  about  homosexuality 
based  upon  their  limited  data. 

This  being  Hie  case,  their  data  is  use- 
ful for  one  main  purpose:  to  debunk  the 
clinical  theones  of  homophobic  psychia- 
trists  Both  studies  find  what  gay  liber- 
ation has  been  saying  all  along  -  GAY  IS 
GOOD   Sagir  and  Robins:  "In  summary, 
we  believe  that  treating  homosexuality  as 
a  disease  and  homosexuals  as  patients 
is  neither  scientifically  tenable  nor  actu- 
ally feasible  and  practical  "  Similar  obser- 
vations are  recorded  in  Weinberg  and 
Williams  The  important  point  to  bear  in 
mind  is  that  they  demonstrate  the  fact 
that  conclusions  about  homosexuality 
based  exclusively  on  patients  in  therapy 
are  bound  lo  be  self-fulfilling  The 
specifics  ol  this  demonstration  are  too 
numerous  to  report  here  -  but  they 
deserve  close  attention  by  anyone 
interested  in  the  problems  ol  gay  people. 
Unfortunately,  their  conclusions  are  not 
constrained  by  the  limitations  of  data. 
They  make  claims  which  are  more 
moralistic  than  scientific,  as  evidenced 
by  their  preachy  tone  ol  voice.  In  the  last 
chapter  on  practical  considerations'  lor 
example,  Weinberg  and  Williams,  seem- 
ingly abandoning  the  judiciousness  which 
characterizes  their  evaluation  of  data  in 
general,  feel  compelled  lo  advise:  "the 
homosexual  should  also  remember  that 
his  sexual  needs  are  only  one  aspect  ol 
his  lile  and  should  think  about  the  non- 
sexual leatures  of  the  city  he  13  con- 
sidenng  before  he  decides  to  move". 
Well  yes.  Abbyt  Sagir  and  Robins  opine 
that  gay  males  would  be  better  oh"  If  they 
weren't  "pre-occupied"  with  their  sexual- 
ity Well  no.  Plato! 

I  can  only  state  the  two  major  reser- 
vations which  I  have  regarding  the  value 


of  this  type  of  research  The  first  has  to 
do  with  the  nature  of  science  m  'social 
science'  research,  that  is.  to  what  extent 
is  it  scientific  in  the  sense  of  justifiably 
allowing  us  lo  say  that  it  is  architectonic- 
ally Building  an  understating  ot  homo- 
sexuality'' Or,  alternatively,  to  what  ex- 
tent has  the  success  of  the  natural 
sciences  led  lo  a  fetishization  of  the 
scientific  method  in  the  study  of  human 
interests?  These  questions  are  not  un- 
related to  my  third  reason  tor  being  scep- 
tical Which  is  that  neither  of  these 
studies  is  sufficiently  critical  ol  the  social 
sources  ol  gay  oppression,  although  I 
must  say  m  all  fairness  that  Weinberg 
and  Williams  are  more  sensitive  lo  this 
dimension  than  most  social  science  re- 
searchers For  they  are  absolutely  cor- 
rect about  one  thing  which  can  not  be 
overiy  emphasized:  "Ultimately,  however, 
it  seems  that  the  homosexuals  destiny 
lies  m  the  efforts  they  make  on  their  own 
behalf     Including  the  reasons  for  moving 
and  how  much  to  love. 

by  Herb  Spiers  □ 
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Toronto  Star 

Feature.  Nov.  7 
Editorial  page,  Nov.  8,  1975 
In  August,  1972,  a  Toronto  Star  editor- 
ial expressed  great  alarm  that  homo- 
sexuals were  "using  their  Ireedom  Irom 
prosecution  as  adulls  to  jeopardize  child- 
ren." If  they  persisted  in  this  "pernicious 
propaganda  ",  the  Star  blustered,  then 
homosexuals  might  lose  the  freedom 
they  had  so  recently  been  granted  in  the 
Criminal  Code  amendments. 

In  October,  1974.  the  Star  once  again 
editonalized  about  homosexuals.  We 
learned  that  they  drew  the  line  at  "en- 
couraging the  spread  ot  homosexuality" 
or  aiding  in  "aggressive  recruitment  prop- 
aganda'   This  was  the  reason  the  Star 
chose  to  discriminate  against  The  Body 
Politic  and  Glad  Day  Bookshop  by 
refusing  to  print  promotional  ads  tor 

But  on  November  8,  1975  the  Star 
printed  an  editonal  on  the  need  for  the 
Ontano  Human  Rights  Code  to  be 
amended  in  order  to  protect  the  handi- 
capped and  the  homosexual  because 
both  "deserve  at  least  as  much  protec- 
tion as...  other  minorities  ."  This  editonal 
followed  a  full-page  article  the  day  before 
on  the  homosexual  minohty  in  Toronto 
and  accompanied  an  "explanation"  of  the 
Star's  new  stance  by  editorial  Pooh-Bah 
Borden  Spears. 

The  change  is  of  course  to  be 
welcomed.  Any  endorsement  of  an 
action  by  a  mapr  Canadian  newspaper 
cannot  but  be  influential.  Not  only  is 
pressure  being  exerted  from  an  important 
sector  of  corporate  power,  the  issue  is  at 
the  same  time  brought  to  the  attention  of 
a  mass  readership.  We  should  not. 
however,  exaggerate  the  extent  to  which 
the  Star  has  altered  its  perspective  on 
homosexuality,  nor  should  we  ignore  the 
whole  context  in  which  the  change  has 
occurred. 

The  campaign  for  the  inclusion  ot 
"sexual  orientation*  in  the  O.H.R.C. 
began  in  1972,  when  it  was  excluded 
from  other  amendments  then  being 
added.  The  Gay  Pride  March  and  Rally 
focused  on  legislative  demands  at 
Queen's  Park  for  the  first  time  in  August 
ol  that  year,  and  it  was  precisely  during 
Gay  Pride  Week  that  the  Star  and  other 
Toronto  papers  chose  to  sensationalize  a 
month-old  article  on  child  sexuality  in 
The  Body  Politic  The  provincial  civil 
nghts  demands  were  not  only  not  men- 
tioned by  the  Star,  earlier  federal  de- 
cnmmalization  was  seen  as  a  regrettable 
mistake. 

Since  that  time,  the  Human  Rights 
Code  amendment  has  been  a  major 
locus  of  the  gay  nghts  movement.  Yel 
the  Star  has  never  given  substantive 
coverage  to  the  demands  or  to  the 
reason  for  the  changes  thai  homosex- 
uals experience  discnmination  dally  and 
often  fear  for  their  jobs  and  their  accom- 
modation because  there  is  no  legal 
ConllrnmJ  nert  page 
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One  of  the  dangers  ol  any  ideology, 
system  or  movement  -  or  even  ot  any 
innovative  sei  ol  ideas  -  is  that  its 
exponents  will  not  be  content  to  demons- 
trate its  validity  in  its  given  sphere,  but 
will  attempt  to  expand  it  to  bear  on  all 
aspects  ol  human  endeavour 

There  is  a  tendency  to  define  and 
evaluate  literature  not  by  literary,  or  even 
existential,  standards,  but  by  the  stan- 
dards of  polemical  pamphleteering.  This 
crude  approach  is  taken  to  its  extreme  in 
the  doctrine  ol  socialist  realism  but  gay 
liberation  is  ts  have  not  always  been  free 
from  a  similar  phifistimsm, 

Tom  Warner,  for  example,  in  his  article 
"We've  Only  Just  Begun  '  (BP  #12) 
offered  some  superficial  scrutiny  ol  a 
dozen  gay  books  and  authors,  and  found 
mem  wanting  for  not  sufficiently  convey- 
ing "the  reasons  for  gay  oppression". 
"Literary  publications.''  wrote  Warner, 
"are  able  as  yet  to  play  little  or  no  role  In 
the  process  of  educating  the  public  aboui 
gay  oppression." 

This  is  like  condemning  Michelangelo's 
"Oavid"  because  it  doesn't  hold  up  the 
roof.  Literature,  gay  or  otherwise,  is  not 
written  to  "educate  the  public".  Its  inten- 
tions are  at  the  same  time  more  personal 
and  more  universal  -  certainly  deeper. 

The- composer- playwngh!  Al  Carmines, 
in  a  controversy  about  gay  political  art, 
wrote  that    those  who  would  have  any 
artist  trim  his  vision  to  fit  a  sociological  or 
political  need  lor  the  'nght  things  being 
said'  are  the  cornjptors  of  art.  As  a  pol- 
itical entity.  I  am  committed  to  gay  liber- 
ation and  many  other  liberations.  As  an 
artist,  I  am  committed  only  to  the  abso- 
lute human  truth  as  I  see  it.  And  that 
truth  is  far  more  complicated  than  any 
party  line,  however  noble,  could  ever  be." 

In  the  long  run,  a  book  ol  keenly  per- 
ceived gay  love  poems  may  accomplish 
more  for  gay  liberation'  than  100  mani- 
festos and  calls  to  arms  Ulnchs  is  a 
figure  in  gay  history;  Whitman  can  be 
read  as  a  contemporary.  Of  the  books  I'll 
be  reviewing  in  this  column,  many 
accomplish  their  'pjblic  education'  in 
subtle,  strange  or  oblique  ways,  and  are 
none  the  less  'liberating'  for  that. 

The  Boy  Who  Wanted  to  be  a  Nun  is 
anything  but  liberating!  It  is  a  shod,  sad 
memoir  by  a  man  who  cannot  accept  his 
homosexuaJity  because  of  his  obsessive 
dedication  to  the  tenets  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  The  book,  published  by 
Francis  Enregistre  (Case  Posiale  121, 
Succursale  Beaubien,  Montreal:  Si. 95; 
chronicles  the  anonymous  author's 
Odyssey  through  various  socially  accep- 
table positions,  each  of  which  increases 
his  confusion  and  causes  unnecessary 
harm  to  his  friends  and  family. 
Convinced  that  homosexuality  is  sin  and 
"unnatural  lust",  he  tnes  to  obtain  a  sex- 
change  to  eradicate  his  guilt  feelings 
Unhappily,  the  author  is  a  sod  of 
Catholic  fundamentalist  with  a  passion 
for  self-destruction  whom  no  amount  ot 
common  sense  can  dislodge  from  his  ad- 
herence to  even  the  most  lunatic  of  the 
scnptures.  The  book  ends  with  an  injunc- 
tion  to  us  all  to  eschew  the  Devil  and 
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follow  the  Lord  -  "He  loves  you!"  A 
confused,  pathetic  book. 

On  to  bnghter  things.  In  Praise  ot 
Boys  (Gay  Sunshine  Press,  PO  BOX 
40397.  San  Francisco.  CA  94140;  $1.95) 
is  a  collection  of  poems  from  thai 
appealing  civilization,  Moorish  Spain. 
Erskine  Lane's  translations  are  fluent  and 
Clear,  and  the  drawings  by  Bill  Warrick 
are  delightful,  reminiscent  ot  Jean  de 
Bosschere's  illustrations  for  Slrato's 
Boyish  Muse. 

Mutsuo  Takahashi.  bom  in  1937.  is  one 
ol  the  most  fearsomely  talented  ot  con- 
temporary writers.  Like  Stefan  George 
and  Cavafy  belore  him,  he  is  not  only  a 
"homosexual  poet"  but  a  poet  of  homo- 
sexuality; its  metaphysics,  perceptions, 
power  and  excitement  infuse  his  work. 
YukHj  Mishima  wrote  that  "Mr.  Taka- 
hashi was  exempted  from  the  human 
principle  that  every  young  boy  grows  up 
to  be  a  young  man,  .  He  did  not  have  to 
go  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  down 
to  the  bottom  of  the  female  genitalia, 
which  many  a  young  man  mistakes  for  a 
philosophy,  mistakes  lor  profundity." 
Poems  of  a  Penlsist  (Chicago  Review 
Press.  172  E.  Walton  PL,  Chicago; 
S4  95)  is  a  collection  of  his  poems,  trans- 
lated by  Hiroaki  Sato  and  brilliantly  illus- 
trated with  collages  by  Yuri  Nonaka. 

The  second  issue  o I  the  mimeo'd  liter- 
ary magazine  Bed  I  find  much  better 
than  the  first  -  interesting  gay  work  by 
Stan  Persky,  Scott  Watson  and  Ehc 
Richards.  There  is  also  some  embarrass- 
ingly bad  sluff,  like  the  poem  "The  Ballad 
of  T.P.N,",  all  about  the  people  who  put 
out  Bed  and  their  pals!  (1247  W.  7th. 
Vancouver;  $10/5  issues). 

Bill  Bissett,  the  young  B.C.  poet,  gave 
a  wild  and  exhilarating  performance  at 
the  recent  International  Poetry  Festival 
here,  complete  with  chants,  whoops,  hol- 
lers and  Indian-style  dances  Bissett  is 
one  of  Canada's  most  important  and 
innovative  writers  and  his  new  book 
Space  Travl  (Air.  Box  48688.  Station 
Bentall,  Vancouver)  is  one  of  his  best, 
with  the  author's  own  attractive  cover 
drawings  -  of  space  boys? 

Richard  George-Munay's  Markings  is 
a  sweet,  crisp,  appealing  little  book  of 
love  poems  for  Mark',  a  real  bargain  at 
50c  from  Primrose  Apathy,  21  Cleveland 
PI.,  New  York  City. 

Sidetripping  is  a  collection  of  Charles 
Gatewood  s  photos  of  down-at-heel  dec- 
adence, odd  folks  and  cheap  thrills,  with 
appropnate  texts  by  William  Burroughs. 
A  youth  with  clothespins  pinching  his 
nipples  wearing  a  leather  jacket  and 
gauntlets  with  a  whip  tied  around  his 
waist  looks  at  the  camera  with  wooden 
face  dead  eyes  that  seem  to  turn  up 
showing  the  whites  as  you  watch   Is  he  a 
slave  or  victim  who  might  turn  up  as  a 
body  in  some  Houston  sex  murder?..." 
It's  from  Strawberry  Hill  Books.  53  E 
11  In  SI,  New  York  City 

The  Queens,  photos  of  female  impers 
onators  by  George  Alpert,  (Da  Capo 
Press.  227  W    17th  St  .  New  York; 
$5.95).  is  respectful,  touching,  and  has  a 
humorous  dignity  lo  it  Grows  on  you!... 
by  Ian  YoungD 
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recourse  open  to  them  The  Star  has 
itself  demonslrated  this  fact  by  discnmm- 
aling  in  their  own  ad  policies  Always  the 
red  hemng  issue  of  The  Body  Politics 
dangerous  ideas  took  the  spot  light 
Raising  the  specire  of  recruitment  of 
converts  and  ol  innocent  children  being 
raped  and  molesled  served  as  a  con- 
venient means  of  avoiding  discussion  ot 
legitimate  civil  rights  demands  by  gays 

Things  are  changing,  however  The 
movement  has  continued  10  pressure 
bolh  the  commission  and  the  govern- 
ment lo  act  The  Damien  case  has  illus- 
trated the  need  most  concretely,  and  we 
know  thai  the  commission  finds  the  situ- 
ation uncomfortable  and  would  like  the 
government  lo  do  something.  Inside 
sources  indicate  that  the  revisions  rec- 
ently proposed  by  Labour  Minister  Bene 
Stephenson  will  include  sexual  orien- 
tation. 

Given  this  change  in  the  climate  of 
opinion,  it  would  be  embarrassing  lor  the 
Star  lo  persist  in  its  anti-gay  stance 
when  everyone  aboul  Ihem  is  agreeing 
on  the  legitimacy  ol  the  demands.  It 
seems  fairly  clear  that,  having  caught 
wind  of  the  change  lo  come,  the  Star 
decided  to  leap  on  the  bandwagon  while 
there  was  still  time  to  save  face 

The  other  factor  in  the  change  ol 
emphasis  by  the  Star  is  the  growth  of 
a  small  group  of  gay  advertisers  and 
businessmen  in  the  city  whose  professed 
ideals  are  reassuringly  respectable  and 
establishment  They  are  much  less  fright- 
ening to  the  middle  class  'family'  reader. 

The  feature  length  article  in  the 
November  7  Star  talks  at  great  length 
aboul  Ihe  coming  ol  age'  of  Toronto  in 
its  change  of  attitudes  towards  homo- 
sexuality The  article  provides  an  interes- 
ting demonstration  of  how  Ihe  corporate 
press  deals  with  a  potentially  threatening 
sector  of  the  population  whose  maltreat- 
ment points  up  a  flaw  or  two  in  the  sys- 
tem We  are  finally  given  the  ultimate 
accolade  of  'minority',  an  important  rec- 
ognilion  of  our  permanent 


group  m  society  Previous  lo  this  appel- 
lation we  were  at  besi  seen  as  a  num- 
ber ot  individuals  who,  sadly,  practice 
■homosexual  acts"   However,  once  we 
started  getting  uppity  and  said  things  thai 
didn't  indicate  sufficient  gratitude  lor  the 
lolerance  and  compassion  shown  by 
just  allowing  us  lo  exist,  then  we  are 
seen  as  a  monolith,  speaking  with  one 
dangerous  voice  Thus,  one  article  by 
one  person  in  one  issue  of  one 
newspaper  was  held  as  evidence  againsi 
all  homosexuals  to  be  trotted  out  when- 
ever necessary  Watch  you'  step,  is  Ihe 
unmis  lake  able  message 

Once  you  get  classified  as  a  'minority 
then  the  search  begins  lor  reassunng 
similarities  with  the  majority  -  spotlighl- 
mg  entertaining  individuals,  ambitious 
businessmen  (especially  self-styled'),  or 
slick  products,  churches,  enterpnses, 
etc.:  in  short,  anything  which  coincides 
with  the  prosperous  middle-class  image' 
of  the  newspaper  The  personal  human 
interest'  story  will  always  take  prece- 
dence over  the  political  movement  In  the 
Star's  article,  various  legal  changes  are 
transformed  into  spontaneous  events. 
The  Toronto  city  council's  ban  on  sexual 
discrimination  in  municipal  hiring  prac- 
tices in  1973.  for  example,  is  seen  as  a 
demonstration  of  the  city's  gratuitous  lar- 
gesse, rather  than  the  result  of  constant 
lobbying  and  pressure  from  the 
movement. 

Throughout  the  long  article,  'activists* 
remain  anonymous  shadowy  figures  in 
Ihe  background,  their  demands  reported 
indirectly  or  taken  from  demo  leaflets  No 
one  at  the  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality 
was  contacted  in  the  research  for  the 
article,  despite  the  fact  that  organization 
has  Oe&f<  responsible  for  much  of  the 
political  activity  during  the  last  three 
years. 

The  insidious  effect  of  (his  is  that 
people  read  about  the  change  which  has 
occurred  without  ever  learning  how  it 
occurred.  The  system  is  always  depicted 
in  Ihe  press  as  magnanimously  and  ef- 
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AFTER  YOU'RE  OUT 

A  Book  (or  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 


AFTER  YOU'RE  OUT  focuses  on  living  in  the 
day-to-day  world  as  an  open  gay  person ;  it  deals  with 
the  realities  of  being  out  of  ihe  closet  The  collection 
is  written  by  gay  men  and  women  It  is  sensitive, 
supportive,  sometimes  humorous,  and  also  practical 
(includes  vital  legal  and  health  information  and  lists  of 
gay  organizations 
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fortlessly  adapting  (learning  to  live  with 
its  homosexual  minority"),  whereas  in 
reality  il  never  changes  except  in 
reaction  to  pressure  Movements  for 
social  change  are  rarely  given  much 
prominence.  II  they  are  mentioned,  they 
must  be  characlenzed  as   very  vocal" 
and  "having  axes  to  grind."  This  is  ap- 
parently not  desirable. 

The  word  lolerance'  figures  prominent- 
ly m  all  three  editonals  and  the  1975 
feature  article  It  is  always  qualified  to 
mean:  not  approval  and  it  always  clearly 
indicates  a  privilege  granted  on  com- 
passionate grounds  only  Linking  homo- 
sexuals with  the  handicapped  in  the 
1975  editorial  cannot  help  but  continue  to 
create  the  association  with  unfortunate 
affliction  that  seems  to  ache  lor  such  a 
'tolerant'  response 

But  i I  is  still  possible  lo  deny  demands 
which  are  difficult  to  legislate  The  prime 
example  is  the  Star's  refusal  to  use  the 
word  gay  lo  mean  homosexual  Borden 
Spears  has  a  laughably  unconvincing  ex- 
planation ol  the  policy:  "II  is  a  lorm  of 
theft  in  which  the  Star  is  no!  willing  to 
assist."  The  Star  is  learning  to  leave 
doors  ajar,  though  If  this  courageous  de- 
fence by  Ihe  Star  against  the  debase- 
ment ol  the  language  fails,  he  hastens  lo 
add,  it  will  be  because  public  standards 
change,  and  newspapers  have  to  move 
blah,  blah,  blah. 

by  Ed  Jackson     : 
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Saturday  Night  at 
the  Baths 

David  Buckley  (director) 
New  Yorker  Theatre,  Toronto 
Saturday  Night  at  the  Baths  left  me 
with  a  headache  on  Sunday  morning. 
Aspirins  were  made  for  films  like  this.  All 
that  cerebral  matter  gets  jostled  trying  to 
sort  out  the  real  from  the  apparent.  And 
the  slrain  hurts 

Produced  by  the  afficionados  of  the 
Continental  Steam  Bath  in  New  York  - 
you  remember,  that's  the  place  that 
made  Bette   Midler  and  became  for 
awhile  the  slumming  ground  ol  the  Big 
Apple's  velvet  overground  -  the  plot 
revolves  around  Michael,  a  straight  piano 
player,  newly  hired  for  the  steamy's 
Saturday  night  show   (Gel  the  title0)  But 
Scotti,  the  young,  hip  and  out  manager 
ol  the  vapor  emporium  has  different 
ideas  about  the  keyboard  kid's  sexual 
orientation  With  the  help  (?)  of  Michaels 
quasi -liberated,  quasi -con  fused  and 
quasi-quasi  girlfnend  (Tracy),  who  initially 
combats  his  homohysteria,  Scotti  winds 
up  calling  the  tune 

That's  fine!  Everything  right  aboul  a 
Stubborn  straight  man  overcoming  his 
stubbornness  to  get  what  he  really 
wants:  love  with  another  man  Scotti's 
scenario  of  seduction,  perhaps  a  bit  mal- 
adroit around  the  edges,  wins  the  day  A 
combination  of  sensitivity  and  persis- 
tency turns  the  trick.  The  dermal  denoue- 
ment, although  tame  even  by  Victorian 
standards,  I  found  nonetheless  enorm- 
ously mildly  erotic. 

So  the  message  that  there  is  nothing 
wrong  with  gay  sex  is  always  fine  and 
welcome,  and  a  film  which  conveys  this 
cannot  be  dismissed  summarily  -  what- 
ever else  its  want  of  worthiness.  And 
there's  plenty  ot  whatever  else. 

Smooth  is  the  overall  style  (save  in 
technique:  upon  which  one  feels  compel- 
led to  remark  that  the  presence  on 
screen  ol  a  shirting  boom  mike  makes 
not  for  tete-a-lete-like  intimacy)   Surroun- 
dings are  comfortable  Conversation  is 
earnest  and  emphatic  -  a  transcript  of 
the  dialogue  probably  wouldn't  yield  a 
handful  ol  periods.  The  steam  bath  itself 
is  the  paradigm  of  the  gay  middle-class 
vision.  All  of  thai  is  the  milieu  ot 
Michael's  instinctual  liberation 

Michael's  coming  out  occurs  within  the 
commercialized  gay  ghetto,  and  one 
tears  there  it  is  destined  to  remain  Still- 
born. Liberation  sequestered  to  a  micro- 
speck  ol  the  world  Vaguely  reminiscent 
of  leper  colonies,  it  has  been  begrud- 
gingly  -  at  a  price  -  allotted  to  us  upon 
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(Reprinted  from  Win,  Lesbian 
Culture  Issue,  June  26/76) 


the  condition  that  its  physical  boundaries 
coincide  with  the  parameters  of  our  gay 
lives.  I  want  the  steam  at  the  Continental 
to  purge  my  sinuses,  not  to  clog  my 
mental  universe. 

True,  happily,  Michael  finds  his  gay- 
ness  that  Saturday  night  3t  the  baths. 
But  what  will  he  find  beyond  its  confines, 
safe  as  they  be;  and  stultifying?  The 
paradox  of  liberation:  a  gay  world  opens 
up  but  at  the  expense  of  another.  In  this 
little  film  then,  turning  as  it  does  so  awk- 
wardly on  the  paradox  of  emancipation,  a 
core  principle  of  the  gay  liberation  move- 
ment is  telescoped  Geographically  and 
psychologically  all  the  world  is  rightfully 
ours  Not  just  one  little  comer  of  it:  be  it 
Yonge  St.  in  Toronto,  the  West  Village  of 
New  York,  Earl's  Court  in  London,  every 
park  in  the  world,  or  even  all  of  San 
Francisco:  the  ghetto  is  not  our  natural 
home.  Nor  is  the  closet. 

Yet  it  is  the  home  of  the  film  and  the 
home  of  the  film's  dual  message  come 
out  but  stay  in.  Stay  in  a  form  ol  life 
where  even  the  decadence  of  a  steam- 
bath's  Saturday  night  spectacle  comes 
across  like  a  commercial  drygood 
Michael  plays  lundly,  Scotti  emcee's  and 
improvises  in  bizarre  modem  motley 
while  male  dancers  twitch  in  a  sort  of 
sensual  somnambulance  The  effect  is 
shocking  only  io  its  loiality  of  blandness 
-  nol  the  blase  of  real  depravity. 

This  show  is  ultimately  a  symbol  ot  the 
substance  of  the  film's  message.  Con- 
trived liberation  Feelings  are  not  fell, 
rather  imagined  A  kiss  is  an  immediate 
artifact  nol  a  sign  And  gay  love  is 
evoked  by  passions  which  merely  seem 
to  float  on  Ihe  surface  While  below 
accumulates  a  void. 

by  H*>rb  SptoraD 
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You  can  be  gay. 


...  in  a  Lumber  Camp 

Saturday  Nlghl  geHogelhet  In  Ihe  bunk  house.  Red  Gul  8ay,  Rainy  Lake.  Onlano.  1 
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Today  most  of  us  are  aware  of  the  tra- 
ditional attitude  ol  the  psychiatric 
institution  to  the  homosexual.  Since 
Freud  the  genesis  ot  the  homosexual 
problem'  has  been  seen  within  the 
context  of  the  family  As  opposed  to 
genetic  transference,  the  homosexual  is 
a  result  of  a  passive  mother/dominating 
father  The  countless  volumes  that  have 
been  wntten  by  the  experts'  on  the 
subject  in  I  he  past  turn  out  to  Be  no 
more  than  a  justification  for  society's 
prejudices  against  an  erotic  minority. 
They  contain  nothing  different  from  what 
religion  and  the  conventional  wisdom 
have  always  been  saying.  In  short  they 
are  homophobic. 

Many  new  therapies  have  sprung  up  in 
the  second  half  of  this  century,  many  of 
them  rejecling  Freud.  What  I  propose  to 
examine  here  is  whether  in  fact  the  view 
of  the  homosexual  has  changed   Have 
they  helped  lo  liberate  (he  homosexual 
from  persecution,  or  have  I  hey  merely 
perpetuated  it  under  a  new  guise?  The 
answer,  I  will  show  is  the  latter 

Some  of  Ihe  new  ideologies  are 
Freudian  based,  while  others  represent 
brave  new  departures'  Some  locus  on 
ihe  individual  psyche,  some,  as  before, 
on  Ihe  family  Although  each  new  model 
is  unique,  there  is  a  basic  presupposition 
underlying  them  all,  that  is:  however  Ihe 
homosexual  got  thai  way,  she  or  he  is 
oof  normal 

Primal  Scream 
Therapy 

I  will  begin  with  a  "revolutionary  new 
approach  to  psychological  thinking'' 
which  remains  the  closest  (with  respect 
lo  its  view  of  homosexuals)  to  Ihe  tra- 
ditional approach  -  Pnmal  Therapy- 
Founded  by  Arthur  Janov.  rt  promises 
recovery  from  neurosis  through  the 
release  of  painful  core  experiences, 
based  in  infancy,  through  a  blood-chil- 
ling, terrifying  Pnmal  Scream.  His 
program  is  based  on  insight,  as  in  the 
traditional  psycho- an  a  lytic  model  Janov 
agrees  with  Freud  on  the  principle  thai 
latent  homosexual  tendencies  reveal  an 
unfulfilled  need  for  parental  love.  His 
position 

"  do  nor  believe  that  there  is  a  basic  genetic 
homosexual  tendency  in  man.  II  this  were 
"  e  cured  patient  would  still  have  his 
homosexual  needs,  which  he  does  not... 
Judging  by  the  way  male  and  lemale  parts  W 
together  it  seems  to  make  sense  that  given  a 
healthy  body,  there  is  only  heterosexualiry 
When  we  consider  that  sex  between  man  and 
Is  the  very  essence  ot  lite,  it  is  hard  to 
find  a  logical  rationale  tor  trie  basic  bisexualrty 
theme." 

This  therapist  adheres  also  lo  a  com- 
mon notion  held  about  lesbians;  a  giri 
becomes  a  lesbian  through  seduction  by 
ah  older  lemale.  Recent  clinical  studies 
reveal  this  to  be  a  myth  a  study 
conducted  by  Jack  H  Hedbtom  and 
reported  in  a  recent  research  |oumal 
revealed: 

ra  suggest  that  the  lemale 

e  ol  her  homosexuality  well 
age  of  fwenry  This  awareness  fire 
some  considerable  period  ot  time 
physical  contact  Her  Initial  homosetut 
contacts  were  not  explo/Ove  . 
by  trie  respondents  seduction  into  a  homo- 


Shrink 
Shopping 

The  New  Therapies 

Homophobia 

and  You 


by  Erin  Shoemaker 


Janov's  hypothesis  is  similar  to  William 
Glasser's.  which  I  will  discuss  later,  in 
that  he  sees  homosexuals  as  enacting 
unreal'  behaviour  in  an  unreal'  world. 
Janov  writes: 

"the  oven  homosexual  has  at  least  given  in  to 
apparent  wants  and  does  find  what  he  calls 
love  from  time  to  time.  In  this  sense,  he  lakes 
his  unreality  straight." 
Further  he  adds 

the  homosexual  does  not 


We  have  become  enmeshed  in  the 
whole  masculine- feminine  mystique  for 
Janov  leaves  the  reader  hopelessly 
confused  as  to  exactly  what  is  real  for 
the  human,  either  male  or  lemale. 

may  wear  a  dress,  put  on  makeup. 
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man  But  should  he  wear  a  dross  and  actually 
believe  thai  he  Is  a  girl,  no  has  taken  a  giant 
step  along  the  symbolic  path  to  unreality " 

He  discusses  why  insight  therapy  has 
failed  in  the  pasl,  he  says  it  is  because 
therapists  have  only  tried  to  help  Ihe 
homosexual  accept  and  live  comfortably 
with  his  affliction  His  proposed  solution 
to  the  problem  is  the  use  of  conditioning 
methods: 

"one  ot  these  involves  presenting  male  homo- 
sexuals with  pictures  ot  nude  males  while 
administenng  a  mild  shock  to  their  bodies. 
The  aim,  presumably,  is  to  decondition  the 
habit  ot  homosexuality.  Another  method  is  to 
encourage  the  homosexual  Into  heterosexual 
acts  while  having  him  tell  himsell  that  he  Isn't 
atrald  ol  the  opposite  sex  Or  he  or  she  may 
simply  be  asked  to  imagine  heterosexual 
relationships  while  being  given  relaxing 
suggestions" 

Thai  Janov  is  aware  of  Ihe  viability  of 
the  homosexual  lifestyle  is  revealed  by 
his  fear  of  its  very  possibility:  _ 


before  he  has  received  overt  h 
pleasure.  Once  he  has  found  this  substitute 
satisfaction,  he  is  more  likely  to  believe  that 
found  what  he  really  wants  and  less 
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He  advises  thai  once  the  homosexual 
has  become  overt  she  or  he  will  probably 
only  enler  therapy  al  the  loss  o!  a  lover 
When  this  happens,  according  to  Janov, 
it  is  the  time  to  "get  htm" 

Although  he  speaks  of  ihe  neurotic 
person,  who,  even  unable  to  admit  his 
own  sexual  fantasies,  wants  to  deny 
sexual  nghts  lo  others  -  sometimes  to 
the  poinl  ol  enacting  prescriptive  legis- 
lation -  Janov  never  holds  the  looking- 
glass  up  to  himsell.  Physician  heal 
thyself! 

Family  Therapy 

Virginia  Salir.  a    Family  Therapist",  does 
not  specifically  discuss  homosexuality  in 
her  books   However,  in  treating  clients 
with  interpersonal  problems  she  places 
the  emphasis  not  on  sickness  bul  on  • 
the  relationships  between  people  that 
hamper  their  growth  and  development. 
Her  bnef  discussion  ol  homosexuality 
within  this  context  is  stnclly  Freudian. 
She  speaks  ol  a  common  family 
problem  situation:  the  father,  being  loo 
weak,  wilhdraws  from  his  fatherly  role, 
forcing  the  mother  to  become  Ihe  sole 
parent  The  father  now  becomes  another 
child  in  competition  for  the  mother's  love. 
The  eldest  son  is  forced  by  his  lather, 
sister  and  mother  to  take  over  the  lather 
role.  As   payoff",  he, 
"may  become  delinquent,  turning  against  his 
mother  and  choosing  someone  on  the  out- 
side. Or  he  may  accept  his  mother's  invitation, 
which  would  be  to  give  up  being  male  and 
become  homosexual" 


The  implication  here,  that  a  homosex- 
ual male  is  in  reality  a  lemale  is  unfoun- 
ded and  damaging   II  has  significant 
ramifications  for  the  young  homosexual 
trying  to  come  lo  terms  with  her  or  his 
sexuahly  and  hence  sexual  identity 
Since  Family  Therapy  necessitates  the 
perpeluation  ol  the  nuclear  family  a 
primary  component  ol  Ihe  ideology  is  tho 
propagation  ol  monogamous  heterosex- 
uality  as  a  norm.  Although  Sam  does  not 
perceive  sexuality  as  primarily  goal' 
oriented  (only  acts  thai  ultimately  result 
in  procreation)  she  does  accept  Ihe 
elaborate  complementary  definitions  ol 
'masculine'  and  'feminine'  idenlilies: 
"A  child  will  develop  esteem  about  himsell  a 
a  sexual  person  only  It  both  parents  validate 
his  sexuality  Males  validate  females  as 
females;  females  validate  males  as  mates." 

She  thus  sees  normal'  sexual  relations 
occurring  only  between  one  lemale  and 
one  male. 

This  assumption  was  confirmed  at  a 
recent  workshop  which  she  conducted 
Within  the  context  of  discussing  lamlly 
roles  she  made  a  bar  type  'queer'  joke, 
she  used  the  word    fairy"  to  deschbe  the 
homosexual  who  was  the  butt  ol  the  joke 
When  I  confronted  her  with  this  fad  she 
could  only  respond  wilh  extreme  embar- 
rassment -  no  justification.  Since  homo- 
sexuals cannot  legally  marry  they 
naturally  do  not  appear  tor  family 
therapy  This  may  account  lor  a  portion 
of  her  ignorance. 

Transactional 
Analysis 

Both  Reality  Therapy  and  Transactional 
Analysis  hold  thai  man's  basic  problem 
is  moral,  in  that  being  responsible  is  the 
requirement  for  mental  health,  TA, 
however,  puts  more  emphasis  on  insight 
into  Ihe  pasl  in  order  to  explain  Ihe 
present.  In  TA  the  process  is  one  of 
becoming  responsible  through  the 
examination  of  one's  "life  scripl"  and  the 
rejection  of  "losing    behaviours.  Enc 
Berne,  Ihe  father  of  TA,  presents  a  fas- 
cinating  and  useful  formula  lor  Ihis 
restructuring  of  people's  lives  lo  enable 
'losers'  to  become  winners'. 

Unfortunately  his  own  prejudice  against 
homosexuals  ts  hidden  too  deep  for  him 
to  uncover.  He  stereotypes  the  male  and 
the  female  roles  as  well  as  the  homo- 
sexual and  the  lesbian.  He  claims  that 
male  homosexuals  see  women  as  either 
"dangerous  and  haletul  schemers"  or 
"innocent  and  occasionally  amiable 
weirdos"   His  argument  lakes  some 
quile  incredible  and  unsupported  leaps 
In  the  context  ol  explaining  'scnpt 
signals'  he  states. 

clothing  is  a  fertile  field  lor  scnpt  signals  the 
woman  who  is  wall  dressed  except  lor  her 
shoes  (she  will  be  rejected  as  her  script  calls 
tor),  the  Lesbian  who  wears  "dike/  clothes 
ishe  will  probably  play  "Making  Ends  Meet' 
with  money,  be  exploited  by  girl  Mends,  and 
attempt  suicide);  the  male  homosexual  who 
wears  "gueenie"  clothes  (he  will  get  mixed  up 

get  beaten  up  by  his  lovers,  and  ettempt 
suicidal,  and  the  woman  who  puts  her  lip- 
stick on  crooked  Ishe  will  ohen  be  exploited 

This  siaiement  is  so  ludicrous  I  am 
tempted  lo  disregard  It  completely  In 
reality  it  is  frightening;  a  homosexual  in 
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therapy    served  with  a  script  analysis 
such  as  this  probably  would  attempl 
suicide1  Needless  lo  say.  the  script  is  noi 
the  particular  homosexual's,  but  the  pro- 
jection ol  the  hostile,  homophobic  thera- 
pist  with  whom  he  struggles  to   win 

Se.erat  other  common  myths  seep    ' 
through  Berne's  writing  One,  thai  a 
homosexual  can  spot  another  homo- 
sexual on  sight. 

A  male  homosexual  can  go  into  a  men  s 
room  or  bar.  or  even  •"all'  down  the  s  freer  and 
in  (en  seconds  he  can  unernngly  spot  Ine 
mg  lor,  one  who  will  not  only 


for  m  a  semi-public  place  wl 
Cops  and  Bobbers '  ate  added  lo  the  sexjai 
satisfaction,  01  in  a  quiet  place  where  they 
may  lorm  a  long  lasting  liaison  which  may  til 
the  script  calls  lor  itj  end  in  murder " 

Here  again  is  the  implication  ol  vio- 
lence -  perpei  rated  eilher  on  or  by.  the 
homosexual  Berne  floes  add  thai  the 
heterosexual  male  can  also  unerringly 
pick  out  just  the  woman  he  wants,  but  in 
ilis  case  the  episode  does  not  end  m 
murder 

Slatements  like  .these  are  not  only 
unethical,  but  threatening  for  homosex- 
uals as  they  allow  heterosexuals  to  jus- 
lity  their  psychialric  and  legal  persecu- 
tion ol  the  homosexual. 

Berne  claims  as  !he  molive  for  some 
persons  entering  therapy  the  desire  of 
the  individual  lo  find  oul  how  to  be  more 
comlortable  living  with  his  script     The 
most  forthnghl  example  of  this  is  the 
homosexual  of  eilher  sex,"  He  describes 
the  game'  of  the  homosexual  as,    how 
to  live  more  comfortably  while  bashing 
your  head  against  a  stone  wall".  His 
advice  to  I  he  consulting  therapist  ol  such 
a  person  is  to  change  the  palient's  scnpt 
world  only  after  he  is  firmly  established 
in  therapy  A  better  solulion  mighl  be  lo 
help  Ihe  palienl  smash  down  the  wall.  It 
the  object  of  TA  is  to  reject  dysfunctional 
parental  directives,  Ihen  it  would  seem  to 
follow  thai  a  homosexual  must  refect  the 
parental  direciive  to  be  heterosexual. 


Reality  Therapy 

William  Glasses  Reality  Therapy  is  rap- 
idly gaining  acceptance  as  one  of  the 
most  exciting  new  trends  in  therapy.  II 
does  seem  to  have  produced  admirable 
results,  especially  with  inmates  ol  mental 
institutions  and  with  juvenile  delinquents. 
But  how  do  homosexuals  fare  with 


1  Drone  she  is  a  woman  be- 
lie ved  lor  many  years  !hal 
Success  in  relating 
to  me  and  to  male  teachers  at  Ventura  had 
nelped  her  teel  lemaie  but  unfortunately  we 
released  her  too  soon  into  a  world  loo  attft- 

Clearly,  responsibility  for  the  homo- 
sexual in  Glasser's  lerms  is  being  heter- 
osexual 

Another  case  is  Linda,  also  a  teenager 
ai  Ventura.  In  a  letter  to  Glasser  while 
she  is  on  parole,  Linda  writes 
"...  after  considerable  thought  i 


sitHUty  ol    changing    hom. 
>e  once  gotten  important  j 

a  spacJafy  iftMa  ifti  tiaM 


It  The  method  is  clearly  not  to 
omosexual  adjustment,  lor  that 
e  result  ol  the  serfs  integrative 
a  proved  felt  contact  idenntica- 


happy  tor  tr, 


V.>,-  m 


■ntually  marry 


As  mentioned  earlier  the  cornerstone 
of  Reality  Therapy  is  responsibility 
"Mans  basic  problem  is  moral  in  that 
being  responsible  Is  Ihe  requirement  for 
mental  health."  In  opposition  to  Freud 
and  his  followers  Glasser  states 


processes     we  no  not  gel 
involved  with  the  patient's  history  because  we 
can  neither  change  what  happened  to  him  nor 
accept  the  tact  that  he  is  limited  by  his  past" 
Homosexuals  here  are  not  sick'  -  they 
are  irresponsible,  because  they  are 
unable  to  fulfill  their  needs  in  an  accep- 
table way  The  word  acceptable'  is.  ol 
course,  Ihe  crux  ol  the  matter  How  do 
we  know  what  is  acceptable  and 
Iherefore  responsible  behaviour''  Here 
Glasser  sinks  into  his  own  moralistic 
quagmire  since  he  maintains  that   when 
a  man  acts  in  such  a  way  that  he  gives 
and  receives  love,  and  leeis  worthwhile 
lo  himself  and  others,  his  behaviour  is 
right  or  moral     By  these  cntena.  homo- 
sexual love  can  be  seen  as  nghl  and 
moral.  To  maintain  his  designation  ol 
homosexuality  as  unacceptable'.  Glasser 
would  have  10  deny  thai  homosexuals 
love,  and  that  would  ultimately  email  a 
rejection  ol  his  initial  position  that  they 
are  not  sick   His  attitude  toward  gays, 
despite  its  liberal  veneer,  is  clearly 
hetetosexisi 

This  attitude  is  well  evidenced  in  the 
several  case  studies  he  presents  in  his 
book.  Reality  Therapy  Tern  is  a  teen- 
ager he  worked  with  al  Ventura,  an 
institution  lor  delinquent  girls: 

mger  than 


Glasser  seems  to  prefer  Linda  to  relate 
to  men  regardless  of  her  manipulative 
and  negative  view  of  them,  than  act  on 
her  obviously  spontaneous  feelings  ol  at- 
traction lo  women.  In  several  other  let- 
ters Linda  speaks  of  women  she  is 
drawn  to.    she  totally  fascinates  me,  her 
mind,  her  personality,  her  body,  just  her 
.   she  is"  loo  pretty  and  sweet,  altogether 
wonderful "  She  does  finally  live  up  (?) 
to  Glasser  s  expectations  ot  respons- 
ibility and  marries  -  at  the  age  ol  17. 
Laler  she  wntes.  "      I  am  marned  now! 
Think  on  that  tor  awhile.  I  amt  queer  any- 
more! I  gave  up  girls  totally." 

Glasser's  response  to  this  is 
Some  people  might  argue  thai  she  is  a  little 
young  lor  marriage,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  she 
is  much  more  mature  than  her  years  and  that 
this  is  an  extremely  sattslactory  result  ol  the 
Calilornia  Youth  authonty  " 

There  is  a  good  possibility  that  ten  or 
twelve  years  from  now  Linda  will  be  one 
ol  the  thousands  of  women  who  contact 
lesbian  organizations  to  cry  out  I'm  still 
attracted  to  women,  I  made  a  hornble 
mistake,  what  do  I  do  now?" 

How  he  would  Ireal  a  married  homo- 
sexual whose  attempl  at  being  hetero- 
sexual was  tailing  we  see  in  ihe  case  ol 
Fred.  Throughout  his  descripiion  of  the 
case,  Glasser  contradicts  himsell. 
"I  must  emphasize  here  lhal  not  all  homo- 
sexuals are  unhappy;  those  who  are  satisfied 
with  their  role  find  success  in  luititling  their 

ft  is  clear  why  they  never  do  lor  further 
on  he  states: 

Of  all  the  male  pabents  that  come  for  ther- 
apy, those  with  sexual  deviations  are  the  most 
relractory  to  treatment     regardless  ol  how 
they  manifest  their  problem  ihe  includes 
homosexuals  with  peeping  toms,  exhibition- 
ists, fetishists  and  transvestites)  they  do  not 
leel  themselves  to  be  the  sen  that  nature  has 
given  them     they  have  an  added  obstacle  to 
gaming  a  real  feeling  of  self-worth  or  love  be- 
cause their  lite  is  based  on  a  biologically 

This  sort  ol  moralism  disguised  as  bi- 
ology supports  the  belief  many  homo- 
sexuals have  that  the  worst  thing  to  do 
when  seeking  help  for  an  inter- persona  I 
problem  is  to  go  to  a  'shnnk'  Treatment 
is  predicated  on  ignorance,  the  failure  is 
built  into  the  treatment.  Glasser's  method 
involves  "calling  a  spade  a  spade",  ham- 
mering homosexual  clients  with  the 
words  queer  and  pervert'  in  his  attempt 

10  humiliate  them  into  being  responsible 

11  doesn't  work. 

He  presents  a  progress  report  on 
Fred's  behaviour  following  a  year  of 
treatment.  Glasser  is  puzzled:  "every- 
thing he  seems  to  turn  to,  except  for  his 
particular  problem,  becomes  a  great  suc- 
cess." No  wonder.  For.  as  psychiatnst 
Robert  Seidenberg  realizes, 
"millions  ol  people  could  be  cured  immed- 
iately the  moment  therapists  stopped  calling 
homosexuals    perverts'    instant  hum anization 
could  be  achieved." 


It  is  not  incidental  that  Paul  Goodman, 
educator,  community  development  expert 
and  one  of  the  ongmalors  of  Gestalt 
Therapy  was  a  practising  homosexual  It 
is  hopetul  because  its  primary  emphasis 
is  on  the  reintegrating  ol  fragmented 
parts  of  the  self  into  a  oohereni  whole  - 
a  gestalt. 

Davrd  Cooper,  a  British  pyschiatnst 
and  co  I  leg  ue  of  R.D  Laing,  has  dev- 
eloped a  positive^view  ot  homosexuality 
In  The  Death  of  the  Family  he  points 
oul  that 

been  a  signllicant  part 


He  takes  this  further  by  adding  the  im- 
portant humanistic  point 
"Before  one  can  love  another,  one  has  lo 
enough  Before  • 


trot  It 


0  £-:■ 


able  to  love  anotheryothers 
'enough     Whether  one  overtly  lives  out  ones 
homosexuality  or  not  is  immaterial,  but  it  is 
certain  that  one  has  to  recognize  its  irruptions 
into  one's  lantasies  (he  means  conscious 
meditations,  and  noi  laniasy  in  the  uncons- 
cious sense)  and  dreams     in  tact,  narcisism 
and  homosexuality  are  no  more  diseases  or 
tuated  slates  ol  development  than  are  phen 
omena  such  as  holding  down  a  steady  IOb, 
duly  providing  lor  one  s  family,  or.  in  general, 
being  a  pillar  ol  society   The  real  problem  lor 
the  therapist  arises  when  people  sink  and 

An  analysis  such  as  this  has  additional 
merit  since  il  conforms  to  Or  Alfred 
Kinsey's  scientific  findings  on  homosexu- 
ality. 

It  is  not  a  "brave  new  world"  for  the 
homosexual  in  the  context  of  the  majority 
of  Ihe  "new  therapies ".  As  we  have 
seen,  psychialnsts  can  still  use  the  word 
perversion  unabashedly,  even  though, 
decades  ago,  Freud  could  only  use  it 
with  embarrassment  and  apology. 

The  "experts"  continue  to  prove  the 
homosexual  'sick ,  regressed',  'imma- 
ture', perverse',  orally-fixaied'  and  for- 
ever doomed.  Change  is  in  order.  Not  the 
change  ol  the  homosexual  into  some 
kind  of  a  sham  heterosexual,  but  a 
change  in  the  homophobic  society  which 
labels  homosexuals  sick . 

Describing  homophobia,  Dr.  George 
Weinberg,  a  psychiatrist  in  pnvale  prac- 
tice, says: 

"homophobia  is  a  pervasive,  irrational  tear  ol 
homosexuehry  Homophobia  includes  the  tear 
heterosexuals  have  ol  any  homosexual  tool- 
ings within  themselves,  any  overt  manner- 
isms or  actions  that  would  suggesl  homo- 
sexuality and  the  resulting  desire  to  suppress 
or  stamp  out  homosexuality  And  it  also 
includes  the  sell-hatred  and  self-denial  of 
homosexuals  who  know  what  they  are  but 
have  been  taught  all  their  lives  by  a  hetero- 
sexual society  that  people  like  themselves  are 
sick,  sinful  and  criminal " 

Homosexuality  is  not  the  disease  to  be 
studied,  homophobia  is.  It  victimizes, 
twists  and  distorts  the  mental  health  of 
homosexuals  and  heterosexual  alike. 
Weinberg's  test  of  mental  health: 
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'  previously,  she 


i  the  process  and  she  is  now  wntng  me  from  ; 
,  jail  Even  this  behaviour  was  not  a"  bad  it 


Radical  Therapies 

JtlZl  e    0^VKfal  9TPS  °'  "r3d,Cal    j  ^,casls'  homosexual 
Iherapists    -  who,  having  been  trained  lr    ' 

traditional  psychoanalysis  and  having 
realized  its  limitations  have  banded  to- 
gether lo  fight  the  injustice  which  has 
been  visited  upon  homosexuals  in  the 
name  of  help 

Gestalt  therapy  appears  to  be  one  ol 
these  Fredenck  Perls  states  m  Gestalt 
Therapy: 

'!  is  pointless  to  deny  or  denigrate  what 
the  patient  has  really  tell  a? 


unless  he  had  overcome  his  pre/udia  against 
homosexuals. " 

The  sources  of  this  disease  are  a  re- 
pressed envy  of  homosexuals  coupled 
with  the  threat  that  they  are  seen  to  pose 
to  traditional  values,  and  the  idea  ol  a 
human  existence  without  vicarious  im- 
mortality through  children  Weinberg 
!  points  out  that  despite  their  social  role  as 

in  and  men 
are  thought  by  a  surpnsing  number  of 
people,  to  have  ft  easier  than  others  and 
thus  they  become  the  objects  ol 
repressed  envy.  Moreover,  homosexuals, 
by  their  very  existence,  are  seen  to  chal- 
lenge cherished  attitudes  like  the  "mas- 
culinity ol  helerosexual  males,  and 
certain  Institutions  like  mamage  and  the 
family   Heterosexual  society  holds  thai 
these  are  basic  to  a  normal  and  suc- 
cessful life,  and  thus  must  be  conformed 


to  at  all  costs  Homosexuality  is  not 
conformity  and  it  is  feared  The  result  ol 
thai  (ear  is  a  homophobic  society  and. 
within  mat  social  context,  homophobic 
therapies 

Like  anyone  else,  homosexuals  come 
to  therapists  lor  help  because  ol 
difficulties  m  iherr  personal  lives   But.  in 
addition,  they  are  often  overwhelmed, 
shocked,  and  perplexed  by  the  oppres- 
sion and  hate  which  is  so  universally 
directed  at  them  The  task.  Ihen  ol 
therapy  is  not  to  "cure"  the  victim,  but  to 
arrest  the  culprit,  as  Robert  Seidenberg 
says; 

"therapy  lor  the  homosexual  must  al  some 
point  help  him  to  love  himself  ana  to  take 
pnde  in  the  expenment  in  living  that  he  has 
undertaken    To  attempt  to  make  him  change 
his  pattern  ot  living  under  the  pressure  ol 
family  and  or  lamily  money  does  him  and 
society  a  disservice  .  the  therapists  who  use 
psychoanalysis  in  such  conversion  attempts 
are  truly  misguided  and  nave  never  realty 
understood  psychoanalysis  Conversion 
should  no  more  be  demanded  ot  a  homoset 
ual  In  therapy  than  ot  a  Jew  or  a  Catholic 
The  relevanl  question  is  not  what  makes 


what  makes  si 


them."  Q 
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This  article  was  written  over  two  years 
ago  and  in  the  meantime  I  have  had 
access  to  considerably  more  infor- 
mation and  experiences. 

By  this  I  do  not  mean  that  the  infor- 
mation I  wrote  then  is  false,  or  that  I 
have  turned  coat  and  become  an 
'Uncle  Tom'.  My  point  is  thai  any 
therapeutic  model  is  only  as  good  as 
Ihe  therapist  using  it.  Therapists  are 
not  perfecf  nor  superhuman  -  they  do 
indeed  unconsciously  inject  their  own 
attitudes  and  opinions  into  their  work 
(as  do  we  all) 

What  is  outrageous  and  indeed 
cnminal  is  that  they  often  have  the 
power  lo  overrule  basic  human  nghts 
of  pnvacy  with  regard  to  homosexuals 
when  they  decide  that  a  particular 
sexual  identity  or  lifestyle  is  sick  or 
sinful. 

If  is  an  important  step  that  the 
Amencan  Psychological  Association 
has  taken  in  removing  homosexuality 
from  their  list  of  psychiatric  disorders 
I  It  is  not  enough,  as  we  well  know. 
I       What  is  needed  and  what  marks  a 
|   good  therapist,  in  my  opinion,  is  her/ 
I   his  ability  to  be  aware  of,  and  openly 
I   acknowledge,  his/her  own  prejudices 
'  and  Ihen  lo  work  from  there 
|       There  is  no  place  for  Homophobia 
in  Therapy. 

Enn  Shoemaker  1975 

"Shrink  Shopping'  was  originally 
published  In  MYTH  OF  MADNESS  a 
special  issue  ot  LONG  TIME  COMING,  a 
lesbtan-feminisl  magazine  published  In 
Montreal.  Erin  Shoemaker  lives  In  Saska- 
toon and  has  been  active  In  both  the 
Women's  Centre  and  the  Gay  Community 
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HAUNTING  II 


Straights. 


(There's  something  very  queer  about  an  unrepentant  heterosexual) 


Michael  Hiortlon  is 


among  other  thine 
vivor  Flaunting  I 


A  straight  man  (silly  word,  straight';  trie 
more  enlightened  ones  resent  it.  the 
others  don't  deserve  it)  said  to  me  "You 
don't  know  what  you're  missing."  Reply: 
"On  the  contrary,  I  know  exactly  whai  I'm 
missing,  you  on  the  other  hand  don't 
know  whal  you're  missing  " 

some  particularly  well -developed 
legs  you  see  a  muscle  (the  tensor  fascia 
lata,  for  muscle-watchers)  tike  a  hall 
tennis  ball  under  the  skin  between  the 
top  of  the  thigh  and  the  hip.  Excuse  me 
tl  I'm  objectifying,  but  I  was  cycling,  saw 
another  cyclist  wrth  shorts  Slil  up  the  side 
almost  to  his  waist,  and  there  was  this 
stunning  tensor  fascia  lata!  My  eyes 
popped,  my  heart  almost  slopped  and  I 
very  narrowly  missed  crashing  into  a 
bus.  J  jusl  ihought  you'd  like  to  know... 

A  producer  at  CBC  (Canadian  Broad- 
casting Corporation  lor  those  fortunate 
enough  not  to  have  dealt  with  it)  asked 
me.  in  connection  with  some  patently 
gay  work  Id  submitted  to  him  "Are  you 
a  practising  homosexual?"  He  stressed 
practising'  -  stupid  man.  did  he  think  it 
lakes  practice? 

Anti-gay  cliche: 

You  molest  defenceless  children 

Reply: 
No,  you  molest  defenceless  children  - 
first  you  have  them,  then  you're  so 
pleased  with  yourselves  you  assume 
you  own  them,  so  you  till  them  up 
with  your  own  worst  instincts  and 
notions,  trying  to  make  replicas  of 
yourselves.  We're  where  the  replicas 
Stop 

Hitchhiking,  I  was  picked  up  by  three 
men,  aboul  30,  smoking  grass,  driving 
an  endless  white  Cadillac  as  il  it  were  a 
yacht  and  the  road  were  the  ocean  They 
didn't  know  I  was  gay  (I  wasn't  feeling 
suicidal  thai  day).  After  a  lot  of  brainless 
chat  on  other  subjects,  they  joked: 
"We're  going  to  get  Playgirl  to  photo- 
graph us  nude  for  a  centrefold,  and 
every  faggot  in  the  country  will  lap  it  up." 
All  sorts  of  comebacks  occurred  lo  me 
("I'd  prefer  lo  see  you  in  The  Joy  of 
Cooking"  "Would  you  care  to  step  oul- 
side  -  just  you,  and  don't  slow  down" 
etc.  |  but  all  I  managed  was  to  ask  to  be 
let  out  at  the  next  turn-off,  in  the  rain. 
That  should  teach  them  a  lesson! 

My  definition  for  some  heterosex- 
uals: the  Gross  National  Product 

Chat  with  a  hypocrite.  The  hypocrite 
begins:  "Why  do  you  have  to  flaunt 
it/talk  about  sex  all  the  time/broadcast 
what  you  do  in  bed/shout  it  from  the 
rooftops  etc.  -  we  don't "  Reply:  "Do  you 
mind  i(  a  man  and  a  woman  kiss  on  !he 
street?"  Hypocrite.    01  course  no!,  why 
would  I?"  Reply.  "If  two  women  do?" 
Hypocnte:  "Well,  it  depends  — "'  Interrupt 
"Two  men?"  Hypocnte:  "That  isn't  a  lair 
question." 

Mo!  everyone  can  be  cured  of  homo- 
phobia. The  ones  we  can't  cure  we 
should  render  harmless  Suggestions? 
Cra/iiaJ  lobotomy.  i.e.  remove  the  whole 
offending  organ  Quarantine,  in  a  very 
cool  place.  Aversion  therapy? 

A  60  year-old  woman  who  I  suspect 
has  never  had  a  sexual  or  even  very 
close  relationship  with  another  human 
being  (she  collects  dolls)  said  lo  me, 
rather  wistfully:  "One  can'!  help  bul  feel 
sony  aboul  you,  because  one  always 
takes  the  man-woman  relationship  as  — " 
I  jumped  in  wrth  expected"  Before  she 


could  say  ihe  expected  normal".  She 
said  also  Michael.  I  wish  you  weren't 
mixed  up  in  any  ol  this  ."  Alas. 

Straight  words  we  can  do  without: 
Screw.  Think  of  the  Implications. 

A  man  I  know  was  looking  tor  what  he 
called  "women's  lib  backing"  lor  his 
attempts  lo  gel  out  ol  paying  alimony  lo 
his  former  wife  Somehow  -  oh,  you  poor 
dumb  straights  -  he  blundered  into  The 
Amazon  Workshop.  I  haven't  seen  him 


Someone  who  should  know  (on  any 
other  subjeel  I'd  have  doubts)  says  a 
healthy  man  can  restore  his  sperm  in  17 
minutes  after  ejaculation   Alright  now. 
synchronize  stopwatches! 

We  shoutd  charge  Ihe  entire  hetero- 
sexual world  with  Gross  Indecency  -  or 
Moral  Turpitude  if  its  siill  on  the  books  - 
make  a  citizen's  arrest,  and  offer  a 
generous  set  of  options  repentance 
combined  with  working  for  a  gay  liber- 
ation organization  for  a  year,  or  six 
monlhs  collecting  towels  in  the  balhs; 
live  years  with  a  gay  (if  we  can  find  one| 
but  very  nasty  psychiatrist,  or  a  lifetime 
sentence,  solitary  confinement,  to  keep 
them  Irom  recruiting  children  and  prosel- 
ytizing. Laugh,  but  they  do  things  like 
that  to  us. 


We  were  distributing  some  mild  gay 
liberation  literature  on  even-numbered 
floors  in  an  apartment  complex   The 
supennlendenl  found  some  in  his  mail- 
slot,  phoned  the  office.  "If  you  ever  come 
back  here  I'll  call  the  police.  My  tenants 
don't  want  to  read  that  crap!!"  In  thai 
purpiey-strangled  voice  they  use  on 
these  occasions.  "Did  you  ask  any  ol 
your  tenants?"  Bang!  went  the  phone.  So 
we  went  back  and  did  Ihe  odd-numbered 
floors,  very  quickly  Do  you  think  perhaps 
he  mighi  have  had  a  stroke?? 

Remind  me  lo  tell  you  what  I  think 
constitutes  the  glory  of  the  truly  gay 
male  I  promise  not  to  be  sexist. 

What  would  happen  If  we  undertook 
a  systematic  program  to  call  all 
straight  men  faggot',  all  straight 
women  'dyke'  and  all  of  them  queer? 

by  Michael  RIordonG 
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Th«  Shanghai  Gesture  0   Von  Stern- 
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-  managed  to  speak  io  a  gay  audience 
in  a  gay  club  for  ten  minutes  without 
once  using  the  words  gay'  or 
'homosexual'  He  too  refused  Io  support 
Ihe  specific  inclusion  of  sexual  orien- 
tation in  humeri  rights  legislation,  liken- 
ing such  a  move  to  the  gimmick'  of 
establishing  a  Women's  Ministry,  another 
item  ol  party  policy  which  the  govem- 
menf  refused  to  implement. 

Nol  all  Vancouver  gays  were  ontical  of 
Ihe  NDP  performance  dunng  the  election 
campaign  A  leaflet  entitled  Gay  People 
for  Emery  Bames  and  Gary  Lauk  was 
distributed  in  clubs  about  a  week  Delore 
the  election  praising  the  government  as 
responsive  to  gays    According  to  the 
leaflet,  ihe  government  granted  money  to 
SEARCH  and  established  a  powerful 
human  nghts  commission  that  has  fought 
discrimination  against  gays,  establishing 
legal  precedents  (or  Ihe  nghts  ol  gay 
people' 

In  lad,  Ihe  SEARCH  gran!  was  not 
made  publicly  and  Ihe  policies  of  that  or- 
ganization regarding  cooperation  with  Ihe 
police  have  come  under  fire  in  the  gay 
community  And.  although  the  Human 
Rights  Commission  has  heard  gay  com- 
plaints, us  proieciion  ol  gays  is  not  spel- 
led out  in  law  and  il  has  yel  to  be  res- 
ponsible for  any  legal  precedents  regard- 
ing gays.  Among  those  signing  ihe  leal- 
let  were  club-owners,  club- managers, 
employees  of  SEARCH,  and  a  staff 
assisfant  to  Emery  Barnes. 

The  presence  of  a  Social  Credit 
government  in  Victoria  may  serve  to  clar- 
ity once  again  lor  gays  the  tenuous  pos- 
ition we  hold  In  this  society  Our  siruggle 

I,  as  some  have  deluded  them- 
selves into  thinking,  been  won  with  the 
licensing  of  Vancouver's  gay  clubs  Even 
ihis  minor  melon/  may  be  rescinded,  as 
we  have  yet  to  receive  legal  protection 
from  such  disenmination  The  struggle 
will  conlmue  against  a  more  openly  hos- 
tile government 

by  Sob  CookQ 

Gay  rights  case  drags  on 

It  is  now  almost  a  year  since  the  British 
Columbia  Human  Rights  Commission 
took  up  a  complaint  by  Ihe  Vancouver 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality  against 
The  Vancouver  Sun  under  a  section  ol 
the  BC  Human  Rights  Act  which  bans 
disenmination  of  any  kind  in  services  of- 
fered io  ihe  public  The  Sun  refused  Io 
accept  a  classified  ad  tor  Gay  Tide. 
GATE'S  official  publicalion. 

A  Board  ol  Inquiry  heard  Ihe  case  on 
February  28  and  then  disappeared  to 
consider  the  matter    It  is  still  considering 
Ihe  matter  in  mid-January  ol  the  Follow- 
ing year  The  delay  has  been  excused  by 
spokespersons  lor  the  Commission  as 
due  to  "the  nature  of  Ihe  case".  The 
Commission  claimed  in  October  that  the 
report  was  in  its  Final  draft.  Some  Van- 
couver gays  feel  that  it  was  withheld  un- 
til Ihe  provincial  election  was  safely  oul 
of  the  way 

Dunng  Ihe  election,  a  group  of  gays 
supporting  the  NDP  published  a  leaflet 
which  claimed  the  BC  Human  Rights 
Commission  was  sympathetic  to  gays. 
Apparenlly  that  sympathy  doesn'l  exlend 
to  the  simple  expedition  of  justice. 


Director  murdered 
Fascists  suspected 

Pier  Paolo  Pasolmi.  the  renowned  gay 
Italian  wnter  and  film  director,  was  mur- 
dered November  2nd  at  the  be 
of  Ostia,  near  Rome  A  1 7-year-old  male 
prostitule,  Guiseppe  Petosi.  is  alleged  to 

killed  the  director  after  Pasolini 
made  advances  to  him  in  his  car 

According  to  Pesoli,  the  director  picked 
him  up  on  a  Rome  street,  drove  him  Io  a 
field  outside  of  town,  and  made  sexual 
overtures   Pelosi  resisted,  and  a  fight 
ensued,  after  which  he  escaped 
lim's  car. 

Pasolini's  body  was  discovered  at  dawn. 
He  had  been  bludgeoned  with  a  wooden 
plank  while  fleeing  (rom  ihe  car.  then  run 
over  Petosi  had  been  stopped  a  few 
hours  earlier  while  dhving  Pasolini's  car, 
and  later  confessed  Io  the  enme. 
Ironically,  he  is  now  being  held  in  the 
Queen  ol  Heaven  Pnson.  a  notonous 
institution  which  appeared  in  one  of 
Pasolini's  films. 

Petosi 's  confession  is  suspect, 
however,  since  many  feel  he  could  not 
alone  have  killed  the  director,  and  that 
Pasolini  was  actually  murdered  by  the 
fascists.  A  large  number  of  Italian  intel- 
lectuals have  signed  a  manifesto  stating 
they  are  unconvinced  by  official  enquines 
inio  Ihe  murder  However,  there  is  not 
yet  enough  evidence  to  corroborate  this 
suspicion. 

Pasolini,  53,  was  best  known  lor  the 
brilliance  of  his  films,  such  as  Teorema 
The  Gospel  According  to  Si.  Matthew, 
and  The  Decameron,  all  of  which  con- 
tained a  strong  homoerolic  element. 

Pasolini  was  a  noted   champion  of  gay 
rights  and  other  minonty  causes.  A 
prominent  Marxist  intellectual,  his  works 
often  focused  on  the  brutality  and  op- 
pressiveness of  life  among  the  poor. 

by  Robert  TrowO 
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Advertising  Rates  are;  10c  per  word  for  individuals 
and  30c  per  word  for  business  and  commercial. 
services  Please  enclose  payment  with  your  ad 
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lo  assign  you  a  Drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies 
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HOW'S  BOUT  THIS:  Mate.  23.  5  9  , 
1 40  IDs,  good  looking,  well  bum.  brown 
eyes,  naif  Am  into  art.  photography, 
music,  elc  Looking  for  others,  age  I S- 
25.  slim,  for  correspon  denes,  perhaps 
meeting  later.  Letter  S  photo  will  re- 
ceive same  Drawer  294 
WANT  TO  MEET  interesting,  alive 
people  who  are  compatible  with  my 
lifestyle.  I  am  34.  6'.  170  lbs,  young 

ve.    non-smoker. 

graduate  prole  s- 


EUROPEAN  MALE:  5/4 


s  eyes.  Cancer 
ol  oriental  ongin.  lor 


are  a  young  man  28-45  lOnentali  in 

meaningful  relationship,  have  lots  to 
otter  to  right  person  Senous  replies 
only  to  P  O  Box  424,  Postal  Stn  C, 
H17  Queen  St  W,  Toronlo,  M6J 
3P5.  Ottlano  _ 
YOUNG  MALE.  20,  510".  well  en- 
dowed. 


LETTERS       WORK 


HOW  WOULD  VOU  like  to  put  some 
sunshine  into  my  days'  We"  I  am  a 
prisoner  here  in  Nebraska  and  t  need 
some  gay  correspondents  to  help  my 
dayspassby  tm  39,  6  1"  -190.  look- 
ing lor  a  young  line  thing  to  wme  to, 
Irom  18-25,  smooth  loxy  looking,  long 
hair,  sweel.  kind,  and  needing  some 
dyno  sen 0b  Please  wnte  to  Dawn 
Workman  #28230,  Box  81248  Lincoln 
Nebr  68S01    Please  send  photo.  All 


STUDENT  WANTED 

part-time   work,  evenings  or 
ends,  cleaning  pleasant  but  untidy 
apartment-otlice    belong- 


Some  delivery  a 

very  unglamorous  |ob,  which  w 

interest  someone  who  is  cor 


I  AM  IN  NEED  Ol  help  &  correspon- 


READING 


reading,  r 


>  Quiei 
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MONTREAL 

MONTREAL  MALE,  age  32,  profes- 
sional, heavysel  muscular  and  good 
looking  masculine  appearance  wants 

j  8  find  my  own  expression  Love 
French  &  Greek,  bul  would  also  like  lo 
meet  people  interested  in  fi*D  4  S*M 
for  possible  initiation,  as  well  as  trans- 
vc-stires  All  sincere  Toronto  and  Mon- 
treal letters  answered  Jerry  P.O.  Box 
203  flosemouni.  Montreal 

OTTAWA 

ARE  THERE  others  similar  to  me 
t\emf  I'm  30.  w/m.  S'10",  160  lbs.  a 
quiei  guy.  deancul.  masc  ,  reason- 
ably good  looking  II  you  re  similar  and 
ol  about  the  same  age,  Ihen  maybe  we 
could  meet  Drawer  295 
YELLOW  FEVER  Is  lhare  a  lonely 
oriental  In  Ottawa  or  Toronto  who 
would  like  the  friendship,  companion- 
ship, perhaps  more  Irom  sincere  quiet, 
Canadian  in  mid -thirties?  I  am 
straight  looking,  discreel,  good  natur- 
ed,  lull  ol  tun  David,  Apl  1615,  170 
LeesAve.  Ottawa  (613J  234-5241  (I 
often  visit  Toronto] 

PETERBOROUGH 

PETERBOROUGH  AREA  -  27  year 

old  guy  would  like  lo  meel  other  guys 

tat  lun  &  fnendship  II  Irom  TO  you 

might  like  Ihe  occasional  relrealro  the     elc.  Write  your  detailed  desenpti 

counlry.    Occupant,    Bon   255,    Mill-      and  desires 


aphoto guaranteed  Rep_ty  drawer  292 
LIBERATED  PROFESSIONAL  good 
looking,  masculine,  slim,  smooth,  ver- 
satile, 35.  seeks  lover,  same  descno- 


home  lite  and  nights  on  the  lown,  bui 
nonnio  baths,  drugs  II  you  ate  21-35, 
bright,  well-educaied  or  sludent,  dis- 
creel, honest,  and  fit  in  with  above  let  s 
meel.  Photo  appreciated.  Toronto  pre- 
ferred Drawer  284. 
ATTO ACTIVE  shy  guy  seeks  buddy 
tor  lasting  mutual  friendship  (ideally 
roommate  or  mamage  arrangemenii 
Intelligent,  young,  nonhairy  gay  (pref- 
erably very  boyish  looking  with  high 
IQ(isdeslred  My descnpbon:5'11", 
160  lbs.,  good  looks,  youth  lu  I, 
nonhairy,  excellent  shape  and  health, 
high  IQ  .  considerate,  honesi.  forth- 
right, quiei  nonsmoker.  nondrinker, 
nondancet  My  Interests  Include  all 
intelligent  modem  subjects  (science 
and  technology  onentatlon).  studious 


brook,  Onl. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 


■    exchange 


35  lor  & 


WINDSOR,  Southern  Ontano  and  en 
virons    Attractive  male.   29,  6'.   long 

'  logelher  Seeks  same  Ic 
id  fellowship  to  aiieviaie 
Toronto  Ire' 
quently  Picture  a  must  Box  03528, 
Oolroil  Mich  48203 
BACHELOR  5  7  145  lbs.  Gay 
Reasonably  good  looking,  masculine, 
40  years  old.  non  smoker,  iighi  dnnker 
Likes  outdoors,  camping,  skiing,  fly- 
■ —  motorcycles  Mildly  interested  m 
photography,  music,  chess,  enjoy  Gay 
limes  and  good  company  Looking  lor 
i  Inendship  appro*  same 
age.  but  will  answer  every  reply  I  am 
quiet  and  sincere,  have  travelled 
some,  average  interests  and  intelli- 
gence, conventional  behaviour  II  you 
wanl  male  Inendship  and  affection. 
Ihen  I  wanl  to  meet  you.  Drawer  281 
TORONTO 

WELL-ENDOWED  onenlal  youth 
seeks  same  -  steady  relationship 
Answer  all  Drawer  300 
HANDSOME  young  man  has  central 
apartmeni  lo  share  Answer  regard- 
less. Drawer  299 
YOUNG  SINGLE  gay  mal 
a  sexual  pleasure  holiday 
Marie  in  July  lor  a  wi 
another  single  gay  male 
commodation  Prefer  males  18  lo  23 
lm  inio  handwork  and  body  contact 
and  I'm  in le rested  strictly  in  the  phys- 
ical Reply  with  photo  geissame  Ross 
Stephens.  23  Felan  Cres    Rexdale 

Ontano._    __^ 

MASCULINE  TRAVELLER,  "straight 
looking  S  acting  white  (Bl)  Guy  28 
Mature  looking  with  heavy  build   6  It' 

body  8  average  size  Nol  interested  in 
baths  or  plastic  people  pre- 
doors  and  the  simple  life  The 

less  complicated  the  better  Looking 


masculine,  t 


3.  25,  plans 
in  Saull-Sle 


phone 
photos  and 
friendly  way  Box  204,  Elobicoke,  On! 

M&C  Wi 

JOCKSTRAPS,  locksocks.  unusuai 
underwear,  cockrings  8  oilier  para- 
phernalia turn  me  on.  If  you  too.  let's 
get  together  lor  wild  scenes  Pholo 
and  Phone  no  to  Drawer  27 B 
MASCULINE  STUDENT,  athletic  with 
small  build,  34.  would  like  lo  have  a 
new  Inend  up  lo  35  I  am  quiei  and 
faithful,  dislike  balhs  and  heavy  drugs 
Drawer  253 

JABHERWOCKY  "while  2J  5  11 
sexual  seeks  youthful, 
iscreel  persons  lor  cas- 
ual encounters  or  possibly  longer  lerm 
relationships  Including  waterbrolh- 
ers  who  grok  soma,  para -psychic 
phenomena,  massage,  and  oral  arts 
Wailing  is  Send  phone  #  to:  Box  75^ 
Sin  K,  Toronto.  Ontano 
"WHITE  MALE",  510'  175  lbs"  new 
lo  gay  lite  Would  like  lo  meet  males 
info  S"M  or  B"D  for  a  better  under- 
slandingollhegay  scene  Iseekioex- 
penenceall  aspects  ol  gay  life  II  you 
are  willing  to  give  rl  or  lake  it,  do  wnte 
No  drugs  Drawer  2a5. 
GRADUATE  STUDENT.  24,  slim,  bi- 
lingual, and  sometimes  &,  looking  for 
mature,  husky  masculine  male  120- 
30)  tor  tnandshfj 
age  even/thing., 
appreciated.  e._  . 
Drawer  28  7. 

SLAVE,  29,  6  155.  blue  eyesTshofl 
brown  hair,  seeks  loving  but  firm  mas- 
ter. 20-30.  W/M.  slim,  need  training, 
by  means  of  humiliation  and  wood- 
shed discipline,  in  grving  utmosl  in 
Drawer  286 


obedient  si 
I  AM  a 


mOniar- 


dtafMl 
Inis  19  most  important 
and  between  18  »  35  am 
"0  Please  send  picture  I 
receive  mine  in  return  maybe  we  can 
901  together  Masculine  only  Drawer 
288 


age  29.  6',  180  lbs.  oriental  Seeking 
good  personality  person  for  ioi 
lasting  relationship  II  you  are  a  whi 
male,  with  no  drug  age  25  to  4 
please  reply  with  photo  and  lei  nur 
ber  to  Drawer  283 
interested      Established  gay  fellow  s< 


I  like  music 

Canoeing  skiing 
Lei  me  phone  and  I 
date 

Doug  Drawer  156 


twenties  il  late 


.-■]  ar 


very  own  I'm  dark 
5"11°  157  lbs  lm  i 
Otherwise.  I'm  senous  minded  with  an 
education  ol  both  high  school  and 
some  college  Please  wme  soon.  Love 
is  the  seed  ol  the  world  Clarence  E 
Wilson.  S.N.  137-825.  Chilllcothe 
Oho  45601 

GAY  PENFRIENDS:  Subscription  S5 
US  yearly, one Iree ad, TEENSgiven 
special  consideration  Jack  Hartmg. 
Box  88009P.  Honolulu.  Hawaii  9S81 5 
INMATE  at  Chillicothe  Correctional 
Institute,  Black.  5'4".12Slbs  I  am  very 

Irom  some  kind  and  understanding 
individual  Wnte  Robert  Madison 
138723,  Bo*  5500.  Chillicothe.  Ohio 
45601,  USA. 

FUR  FETISHIST  would  love  lo  be  in 
touch  with  Male  or  Female  who  like- 
wise is  turned  on  trj  fur  Drawer  280 
MARYLAND-USA  White,  39.  6.  195 
lbs  wants  lo  hear  Irom  ihose  tug  husky 
Canadians  to  45.  photo  please 
Drawer  297 
LONELINESS  IS  UNIVERSAL  and 


WHITE  MALE.  28.  62' .  210  lbs, 
straight  appeanng,  would  like  to  meel 
similar  to  age  40  Discree!  A  pholo 
would  be  helplul  Drawer  293. 
AFFECTIONATE  MALE,  27,  160  lbs. 
5'  1 1 "  would  like  to  meel  the  same  lor  a 
tasling relationship  lamquielandsin- 
cere  Not  SM  or  TV  Please  coniacl 
me  al  3  decent  hour  Tom  924-2990 
Not  interested  in  Phone  Freaks. 
LATIN  AMERICAN.  35,  would  like  lo 
meel  young  Canadian  gentleman.  I 
enjoy  travel,  'lying,  horseback  ndmg, 
outdoor  sports  Do  nol  enjoy  bars/ 
baths  Am  looking  lor  sincere  Inend- 
ship. possibly  longer  lasting  relation- 
ship Drawer  291 
MALE  early  30  S  looking  lor  gay  or  bi 

lers.   Musi  be  discreel    Note  with 

phone    #   &  pholo  il  possible    Will 

answer  all  Drawer  254        _ 

CALGARY 

QUIET,  clean  guy  47,  1 19  lbs,  wants 

lover,  Have  a 


282 


No  phon  les  plea 


BUSINESS  EXECUTIVE,  43.  consid- 
ered good  looking  and  straight  app 
No  time  lo  spend  seeking.  Greek 
active/French  pass  Am  kind  and  gen- 
erous -  need  young  lover  houseboy 
Drawer  289 


penance  11  Being  conhned  wiihm  sur 
roundings  which  are  overly  foreign  I've 
misplaced  my  awareness  of  Ihe  out- 
side woncl  I  am  a  youihiui  40,  6'  140 
lbs,  mixed  gray  afro  and  an  ebony 
complexion.  Correspondence  lo 
Aubrey  Gandy  •136-472.  PO  Box 
5500,  Chillicolhe.  Ohio  45601,  USA 
GAY  PENFRIEND  wanted  I  am  24 
years  old  Have  lived  lor  3  years  in 
England  and  visited  Canada  this  July/ 
August  Wnte  Esahack  Mohammed. 
19  Cane  Slreei.  San  Fernando.  Tnm- 

HOMES 

GRADUATE  STUDENT  ha&4Vi  room- 
apartment  to  share  wiih  responsible 
parson,  backyard,  fireplace,  bn  Palm- 
erslon  Blvd.  CallJames.  534-8947 
ANNEX  GRAB  YOU?  Single  room 
in  bookish  limil-of-four  household 
Ideal  for  mward  lypeiuslpasitheniad 
brouhahaotearlyyouth  Reducedrent 
for  student  agreeable  to  Iighi  SSM  (i  e 
Shopping  8  Mopping)  chores  PH 
921-0454  700-7:15  evenings 
GAY  MALE  CO-OP  seeks  new  mem- 
bers. Downtown  Toronlo  house 
Cooking  skills  8  gay  liberation  pers- 
pective are  important  assels  Reason- 
able rents.  Phone  Jerry  961-4161  or 
364-6731 . 

WANTED:  reliable  gay  male  10  share 
Vi  of  cost  ol  house  in  Dundas,  Ont 
Phone  (416)  627-5815       _ 


Keep  your  ad  running. 


PA'FUERAl  is  the  voice  ol  Ihe  Puerto 
Rican  Gay  Movement.  12  issues 
(regular  subj  S5,  Air  Mail  S6  Send  lo 
Pa'fuera,  Apartado  5523,  Estsoon  de 
Puerta  de  Tiena,  San  Juan  Puerto 
Rico,  00906_ 

FREE  CATALOGUE  Poetry  and 
stones  Irom  Canada  s  gay  publishers 
CATALYST.  315  Biantyre  Ave,  Sear- 
borough.  Ontario 

LARGEST  selection  ol  adult  and  gay 
books,  magazines  mailed  d>sceelly  in 
plain  wrap  For  bi-monthly  calaJogue 
wnte  to  So-  1313.  Sin  A,  Toronto 
Mouth  ol  the  Dragon:  The  Poeiry 
Journal  ol  Male  Love  Which  Celeb- 
rates Our  Selves  Androgyny /Alter 
natives- Monlreal,  Glad  Day  Books- 
Toronto,  Chatterton  s-Los  Angeles, 
Oscar  Wilde-New  " 
HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE 
First  gay  catalogu 
published)  1000; 
novels,  biographies  and  non-fiction 
works  S2,  US  please,  deductible  irom 
first  order  Elysian  Fields,  Booksel- 
lers. 81-13BP  Broadway  Elmhurst. 
NY  11373 

NUDE  BOYS  &  MEN,  all  types,  sizes 
&  shapes!  Largest  a  finest  selection  ol 
Gay  films  and  magazines  in  Ihe  worldl 
Guaranteed  Canadian  delivery  Send 
lor  Iree  pholo  illuslraled  Catalogues 
dB  Boekwinkel,  Box  218,  Vesler 
brogade  208,  1800  Copenhagen. 
Denmark.  . 

THE  NAIAD  PRESS  announces  Ihe 
publication  ol  Tottle  by  Sarah  Ald- 
ridge,  Author  of  The  Latecomer 
Tottle  is  about  a  lesbian  love  attair  set 
m  the  world  ol  the   I960' 


traumas  affecting  the  young 
days.  Ooomcasters  beware, 
happy  novel  and  you  won!  like  111 
Available  Irom  The  Ladder  lor  S4  50 
plus  25c  postage.  Bookstores 
Ing  5  or  more  copies  and  prepaying 
the  order  receive  30%  discount  Order 
Irom  The  Ladder,  PO  Box  5025. 
Washmglon  Sin,.  Reno.  Nevada 
68503,  USA. 

THE  LADDER  has  jusl  issued  Ihe 
1 975  edition  ol  The  Lesbian  In  Liter- 
ature, first  since  1967,  with  aboul 
2500  entries  included  (96  pages)  and 
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The  bibliography  is 
partly  annotated  'or  easy  usage  ar 
carefully  coded  lo  assist  the  reader 
finding  titles  ol  interest.  Cost  Is  Sh 
Bookstores  write  lor  discounl  rale: 
(Note  orders  of  10  v  more  have  40% 
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